Stirring Appeal Made by Sir Herbert Ames —
Needs of 1917 will be $1,000,000 per Menth
if the Werk of the Fundis to be Continued on
the Basis of Meeting all Claims — Canadians
who Cannot Fight Should Not be Unwilling to
Pay.

The following Is the full text of the address delivered at the Clift
Club, this city, by Sir Herbert Ames, in which the speaker sets forth the
needs of the Canadian Patriotic Fund. It is well worthy of careful perusal.

We have now entered the third year of the war. The spirit of our peo-
ple as evidenced in many ways, is no longer that of noisy enthusiasm, but
rather one of quiet determination, True, there appears to be a certain
weariness in welldoing, but when we stop to remember that the men in
the trenches are still at their posts, it is unthinkable that those of ug who
stay behind should relax our efforts in their support. The Patriotic Fund
represents a pedge entered into by the people of Canada with the brave
men who are defending all we hold dear and, so long as they do their part,
must do ours. It may be of interest tonight if, by way of introduction,
some account is given of the origin and growth of this great national bene-
faction,

At the outbreak of the war, almost before the news was confirmed,
hundreds of reservists, living in Canada, hastened to our eastern sea ports
and took the first out-bound steamer to join the fighting regiments. ‘When
the first Canadian contingent was raised, and when successive contingents
followed, there were left in Canada many families inadequately provided
for. To meet the need there sprung up in all our great cities, voluntary
committees of leading citizens who , at first, each in its own way undertook
to deal with the needs of the situation. It soon became apparent, how-
ever, that co-ordination of effort was altogether desirable and in August,
1914, His Royal Highness called to Ottawa representative men from every
vart of the Dominion for the purpose of conferring and, if possible adequate- |
ly dealing with the situation of the soldiers’ dependents living in Canada
As a result of this conference the national Canadian. Patriotic Fund was
formed. At the War Parliament it was incorporated by special Act
Brancheg have been established from one end of Canada to the other and
today this work is organized and co-ordinates in such a way as to follow
uniform methods and nowhere in our broad Dominion can it be said that
a soldier's wife in vain appeals for help, if in need.

During 1914 the Fund expended $511,000; during 1915, $4,250,000; dur-
Ing 1916 it is altogether probable thap $10,000,000 will be disbursed. For
two years past we have added little to our surplus, the demands of each
month being met by the receipts of that period. Although our needs have
grown by leaps and bounds the generosity of the Canadian people has en-
abled us to keep pace with them. Looking forward into 1917, however, we
realize that we shall have to raise $1,000,000 a month if we are to carry on
this work as heretofore

NoN organization ever depended more completely upon the good-will of
the public than ours. It is only sc long as we possess the confidence of
the people of Canada that we can eXpect to receive their financial help.
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& sum which in all probability will be entirely expended within the limits
of your own province. We feel confident that the t will be cheerful-
Iy raised and that your loyal province will not lag behind .

Like all things human, the Patriotic Fund comes in for criticlsm.
There are those who do not want to give and who, therefore, seek for an
excuse for withholding their support. To meet the criticism of such, lst
us deal with a few of the things they say. Sometimes @& man remarks,
“These soldiers wives are getting too much, it tends to extrvagance now
and hereafter” Well, let us consider this point from two angles: first,
whether we are paying too much for the service the soldier renders and,
secondly, whether we are giving the dependents more than is good for
them. You can hardly estimate the services of the soldier from what he
does in daily drill and labor. We oftentimes forget the element of danger
in the soldier's life. Last week I was present at the Quebec bridge disas-
ter. We were told that the men, detalled to wotk on the bridge, had, the
day before, asked a bonus from the company, alleging that it was & hazard-
ous undertaking. Some thought that they were holding up the company,
but when I saw the span drop into the river and the great mass of float-
ing timbers rising to the surface with here and there a head appearing;
and when I saw wounded and dying men pulled into the boats and realized
that a dozen or more had sunk forever, I could not feel that the bonus Was
unjustifiable. We must remember, in respect to our goldiers, that they
are engaged on an extra hazardous undertaking, that they are, at the pres-
ent time performing the most necessary and most important service a
Canadian can render and, while they are so engaged, their wives and chil.
dren have a right to live decently and comfortably even if they have never
done so before. There may be an oocasional soldier’s wife who makes ex-
travagant use of her money, but where there is one such, there will be &
score of homes where every cent is needed and is used to good purpose. The
fund endeavors to restrain the extravagant woman, but the percentage that
need caution is small indeed.

A letter came to us at head office the other day to this effect: “Is 1t
true that you have a surplus of mora than $2,000,0007 Is so, how can you
ask for more?” The writer imagined that a fund with this amount in the
bank was protected for an indefinite period, but the draft made upon us by
our branches during September totalled $950,000. and, were no further
moneys to come in, we would be bankrupt within ninety days. No commer
clal enterprise would take risks greater than these. It peace were decla™
ed tomorrow, the sources of our contributioris would rapidly fail, as many
who give us monthly do so conditionally, that they pay to the end of the
war. But, we may have two hundred thousand men or more across the sea
at that time. They cannot all come home at once. Six or eight months
would elapse before they could all rejoin their families. During this period,

plus and more will be needed during the transition period. Hence, our of-
forts now to make income and outgo balance month by month.

It has been suggested that the Federal’ Government should either take
over the Patriotic Fund or furnish the money for the continuation of its
work. I doubt whether, if the former course were adopted and the Patri-
otic Fund became a Government Department operated by paid officlals, its
work could be carried on with the same efficlency, economy and harmony
as at the present time. As to the latter condition, it ghould be remembered
that the government is at present paying $2,000,000 annually by way of gep
aration allowance to soldiers’ families, This money s being, for the most
part, borrowed. Succeeding generations including the returned soldiers,
will have to assume that debt. It is rather a poor compliment to pay the
soldier to say when he enlists, “You fight for ug and we will care for your
dependents while you are gone,” and then for him to return and find that we
have horrowed the money by a promissory note, and that he is obliged to
help pay that note the same as the rest of us.

No, we prefer to maintain the original spirit of the fund. In the early

Were they to become, to any extent, geized with the idea that the help we
give was not needed, tiiat the moneys were not wisely adminstered, or that
our efforts were not appreciated by the soldiers and their families, gener-
osity would dry up at its fount bead and our revenues would cease.
Hence, our endeavor at all times to take the people fully into our cou-
fidence and to give them whatever information they desire regarding our
activity. In the early part of the war we raised money on a sentimental
appeal; now we realize that we can only secure support by presenting a
satisfactory record,

There are several principles regarded as fundamental In connection
with our work. - First, is that of the common purse It was thought by
some that each community throughout Canada would be doing all that was
required of it by caring for the families of those men who went from their
home town. Had this been adopted as a principle, some communities would
have been called upon to assume a Very light burden while others would
have had more of a financial task than they could carry through. For rea-
sons that need not here be presented, recruiting has varied in different com-
munities. Some districts are “long in patriotism and short in cash.” In
others the reverse is true. To say toa district that has sent an unusually
large number of men that it should be taxed all out of proportion to the
general rate for the benefit of the dependents in their midst, would be any-
thing but just and fair. Hence, we early adopted the plan of asking every
community to give all that it was able and of permitting each community
to draw whatever might be required for proven needs.

As is generally known, the Canadian Government grants $20.00 separ-
ation allowance to the wife of each goldier and a similar sum to the wid-
owed mother of an unmarried man, Where it is shown that she was depend-
ent wholly upon her son for support. In addition to this, the soldier assigns
part of his pay. If, from these two sOurces, the monthly amount is not suf-
ficient to permit the family to live decently and comfortably, the Patriotic
Fund makes up the difference. It is obvious that the Government must
give the same rate to the soldier by Way of pay and the same amount to his
wife by way of separation allowance no matter what province she may live
fn and no matter how many children may be in her family. Hence, there
al where separation allowance and assigned pay are al
if not entirely, sufficient and there are some families so situated that
they need no additional help The Patriotic Fund can do what the Govern-
ment cannot; namely, it can discriminate, considering the circumstances
of each family by itself. Now the scale of living differs materially in the
severa] provinces. It requires far More to live comfortably in Saskatche-
wan than in Prince Edward Island. Hence, we find the monthly grant from
the Patriotic Fund varies with the district. In Prince Edward Island the
average family receives from us abovt $9.50 a month: in Nova Scotia, $§12.50;
in New Brunswick, $14.00; in Ontario and Quebec about $15.00; in Mani-
toba, $18.00; Saskatchewan, $21.00: Alberta and British C bia from
$19.00 to $20.00 per month, In P ~ Fdward Island, the family with $44.50
per month from all sources is as ( micriable ag the Saskatchewan family
with §56.00 The Government giveg the same amount in each case, but
the Patriotic Fund varies according to the cost of living.

Another characteristic of the Patriotic Fund is that it has been able to
secure the splendid se es of 2 26 pumber of voluntary committees. Al-
most invariably, these committees consist of men of high standing in the
communities where they live. They give their time free of charge; conse-
quently, the fund is run at very smal] expense. It was, for a long time, pos-
sible for us to administer the Fund On the moneys coming from the banks
by way of interest on our balance. The expenditure, however, now slight.
1y exceeds this amount, but we Were, in our last fiscal year, able to truth-
fully say that of every $100 contributed to the Patriotic Fund, $99.40 had
either reached the soldier's wife or Was lying in the bank for her benefit.
No one can, I am sure, complain of 2 work of this magnitude being carried
on with so small an impairment.

We are soon about to make our third general appeal to the people of
Canada. In the provinge of New Brupgwick steps are beinz taken hy the
provincial executive to make use of the Act passed at the last session of
vour Legislature, whereby the proportion required from each county can
be, it necessary, levied by local taxation. We are asking the provincial
government to advance what is reqijred for monthly needs, and to recoup
itself as the money locally raised Comes in. Now we realize that when
we ask the people of New Brunswick to raise $500,000. by voluntary giving
end taxation, we must be prepared to show them that the money hitherto
subseribed has been carefully and honestly spent .

The policy of the fund, is, from {ime to time, determined by the ma-
tional executive which meets monthivat Ottawa. This body, of which His
Royal Highness is the chairman, Sir Thomas White the honorary treasurer
and Sir Herbert Ames the honorary secretary, with Mr. Jno. Fraser, auditor
general of Canada, the official auditor of the fund, contains leading men
representing every province. They meet monthly and every detail of the
work passes under their examination. It 1s no “figure-head” committee, but
@ body of earnest men scrupulously administering a great trust. The Ot-
tawa head office exercises over every branch a careful system of check
@and audit. Each month, in advance, a branch draws what it requires and,
at the end of each month, must render detailey statement of how every
dollar has been spent. This statement js carefully checked and the
®ranch advised 1f there is anything in their action that should be changed.
You may feel assured that little, if any, money reaches those who do not
require it or is wasted in. administration expenses.

Looking forward into the coming year we realize that, including Mani-
toba, the requirements of the Fund will be approximately $13,500,000. Of
this sum, the Manitoba Patriotic Fund, (an ind dent or but
acting in perfect harmony with us), will locally raise and expend $1,500,000
This means that the generous people of Manitoba expect to contribute again

@s they have before, at the rate of $3.00 per capita. This leaves $12,000,000
" to be divided among geven million people, or about $1.65 a
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days of the war our motto was, “Fight or pay.” Every man had an option
but he should do one or the other of these things, If he were young and
strong and not so bound by ties as to render his going a national loss, his
place was in the ranks, but if.he were old or unfit, or compelled to remain
for valid reasons, then his duty was to give,.and give generously that
others might represent him in the fleld. This was our message to the
“stay-at-homes” that they keep in the treasury of the Patriotic Fund suf-
ficient money to meet our growing needs and it is to this spirit that we
still appeal,

If you go any morning down to the office of the Patriotic Fund here
in St. John, T can assure you that you will see a little drama enacted some.
thing like this: A man and a woman come into the office; he asksg to see
the secretary of the Patriotic Fund, “Mr. Seeretary,” says Tom, “I am
thinking of enlisting but, before doing so, I wish to know what will be done
for Mary.” “How many children have you?” asks the seecretary. “Three”
is the reply. “Well, the government will grant ‘your wife $20.00 per month
separation allowance, and you will send her $15. per month of your assign-
ed pay.”” “But,” says Tom, “Mary cannot keep the house and three kiddies
decently on $35.00 a month.” “Nor will she have to,” replies the secretary,
“for the Patriotic Fund will give her up to the scale of decent living.”
So Tom and Mary depart; you see them cross the street. He enters the
recruiting office and signs on as a soldfer of the King. Mary lets him go
and she and the children take up life’s burden without a bread-winner.
Now, no contract exists between Mary and the fund. Tom has gone to
the front on a mere verbal promise and yet both Tom and !\‘f:,ry have ab-
solute faith that the pledge will be kept ,The secretary of the fund may not
know where his next month’s money is coming from, but he does know that
the head office is behind him and the head office believes that the people
of Canada will see to it, that month by month the amount necessary ‘o
meet these demands is obtained. We, the people of Canada, stand behind
this unwritten pledge and although all other pledges be broken, this one
must be kept. It is this pledge that makes it possible for Tom to cheerfully
fight on in the trenches. It is this pledge that makes it possible for Mary
to consent to his going and to take up life's burden in his absence. It is
a contented soldier and a contented wife, speaking well of the fund, that
fill our battalions when new enlistment is required. The fund must be
maintained.

Sometimes there comeés to me a vision, a dream which may come true.
I imagine that, in the days that will follow the war, there shall be erected
at the Dominion’s Capitol, & Great National Memorial, It will contain, in
some durable form, the historical record of Canada's participation in this
great war. From its walls will hang tablets in memory of the brave men
who fe]l fighting our battles; its corridors will be hung with battle flags
of famous regiments and with emblems and trophies won &t great cost.
When our Legislators are inclined to think lightly of the liberties we en-
joy, an hour spent in such surroundings will tend to make them o~ -~ciate
more deeply the privileges of governing the Canadian people. ° ‘he
father brings his son to Ottawa, he will tell the boy the story of h ada
took her part in the great war and the lesson in patriotism will not ue lost.
And, among the records in this great institution, account will be kept of
all those who contributed directly and indirectly towards winning the war.
Today communities and individuals are writing that record. Some have,
by their generosity, already won a high place in the roll of honor. Others
may yet do so. It will be to the everiasting shame of those communities
which when the war is over must admit that the opportunity for helping
has passed and that they have not adequately participated in it. .As with
communities, so with individuals. No man who today makes personal sac-
rifices in life or in money to bring <bout the end we all desire will ever
regret it, but there are those who will look back to thig period of crisis, feel-
ing it represented for them a lost opportunity.
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Tuberculosis Rapidly Increasing
Among Children of Belgium and

Northern France.
More Food Urgently Needed to Keep up Their Strength

An interview with Mr. W. L. Honnold, American Director
of the Belgian Relief Commission, brings to light a new danger
threatening the population of the territory occupied by Germany.

Mr. Honnold reports that about 5,000,000 wholly or

artially destitute people, who have been dependent on the
mmission, g lly show diminished vitality. The effects are
most apparent among the older children, particularly those in the
adolescent stage. Among these there is an alarming increase of
tuberculosis, due to the lower power of resistance corsequent on
an maérequate diet.m‘
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=i~ Belgian Relief Fund

59 ST. PETER STREET, MONTREAL.

$2.50 FEEDS A BELGIAN FAMILY ONE MONTH.
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