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THE QUEBEC CRISIS

Suppose we set on one side just now
the question of what Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier is going to do about conscription
and ask what the Borden government is
going to do with Lt-Col. Armand La-
vergne, Le Devoir, and the other fire-
eaters of Quebec—but (cspccially Lt.-Col.
iavergne and Bourassa’s disloyal sheet
Le Devoir?

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is not in power.
He haci no alliance with the Nationalists.
He is in no sense responsible for them.
The Borden government must face a
pituation of its own making. What
will it do? Will the Nationalist mem-
Yers of the cabinet resign—or will they
go down into Quebec province and try
¢o counteract the influence of the agi-
tators who are uttering treason?

The eyes of the country are not on
Sir Wilfrid Laurier but on Sir Robert
Borden. The ball is at his foot, '

The Nationalist agitators
merely opposing conscription. They are

are not

fenouncing England as bitterly as it
¢ould be done by von Bethmann-Hol-
weg. They are appealing to every pre-

§udice, distorting history, and seeking
' by every means to inflame the people of
Quebec to the point of rebellion. What
would happen to any man or party who
would today attempt to pursue such a
gourse in the United States? And the
United States is not a part of the Brit-
ish Empire.

The need of Canada today, as it has
been since: the war began, is leadership.
There has been so much temporizing
and waiting for something to happen,
that the government at Ottawa is re-
garded with contempt by the disunion-
§sts. They believe it is powerless to
snterfere « with them and their plans.
Such a condition of affairs when the
very life of democracy is at issue in the
most terrible war of all time is tragic
in the extreme, The fiftieth anniversary
of confederation is ‘apparently destined
to find Canada In the throes-of an agi-
tation more disastrous to unity of pur-
pose than any since the pact was made.
Serious minded men and women who
place country before party are deeply
moved by the evidences of a disloyalty
to Canada, to the Empire, and to the
cause of democracy in the world, which
sre now coming to the surface in Que-
bec.
jt is-also a time for firmmness and de-
cisive action. To let things drift would
be to court disaster.

———————

THE COALITION TALK
Evidently the torles at Ottawa,
frightened out of their wits by recent
events, are beginning to look to the Lib-

erals for comfort and assistance. The
Ottawa correspondent of the Standard
suggests that Sir Robert Borden may
snvite some of the leaders of the Eng-
lish-speaking Liberals to enter the cab-
inet. It says further:

«The demand for such a move first
came from the Conservative members
and it appears to have been received
with favor not only among the most
influential private members of both
parties, but leaders in the cabinet it-
sclf. At least three or four members
of the cabinet are understood to be
wrilling to patriotically efface themselves
to make way for leaders of the opposi-
tion, if by doing so there is a greater
prospect of having parliament present
a more united front in what is conceded
to be a serious crisis. Sir Robert Bor-
den, whose political stature has mar-
vellously increased since his return from
the Mother Country, is said to be con-
sidering a reorganization of some kind,
if for no other purpose than to recog-
nize the large body of Liberals through-
out the country who are undoubtedly
behind him in his policy of compulsory
gervice. If, by any chance, Sir Wilfrid
should decide at the last moment to
place all Canada before a portion of
Quebec, and support conscription, there
will still be a likelihood of a shuffle in
“he administration, Sir Robert Borden
possibly going outside parliament to
reinforce his cabinet with the best ad-
ministrative brains available in the
country.”

The remark that at least three or four
members of the cabinet are willing to
efface themselves is, we fear, too good
to be true. If they had felt that way
at the beginning of the war they might
have done the country a great service.
8ir Robert Borden has been urged many
times to “reinforce his cabinet with the

It is a time for wise counsels, but

best administrative brains available in|
the country,” but he calmly went on!
The explanation of the|

marking time.
proposed shuffle is found in the Stand-
ard’s confession that conscription will
cost Sir Robert Borden the support of
some of his Quebec followers. Fearing
defeat, the government is casting about

for a means of escape, and so we hear
of the possibility of coalition.
Meanwhile, who are the gentlemen in’
the cabinet who are willing to “patri- |
otically efface themselves,” and to what
particular jobs will they retire?

—————————

Premier Lloyd George gave the Em-
pire the cheering message yesterday:
that there is a distinct improvement in
the food situation in England, and that
if the Germans are depending mainly
upon submarine warfare for success,
they are doomed to disappointment. |
The prime minister paid a warm tribute]
to the American navy for the assistance
it has already given. He pointed out,
however, that the utmost economy of \
foodstuffs was still essential, and thet
remark is worthy of earnest attention in*i
Canada, where as yet a real economy in|
foodstuffs has not been introduced.!
While King George has appealed to the.
nation and those in authority every-|
where are seconding his appeal, the Can-
adian ~government still takes no action
worthy of the name. Whether it will
appoint a food controller or not is still
in doubt. The speech of the British
prime minister is of a very encouraging
nature, but we must not forget the
shortage in the world’s food supply,
and the fact that there is still
no prospect of an early end of the war,
which means that the millions upon mil-
lions of men withdrawn from production
for war work must still be fed by the
reduced army of producers all over the

world. We cannot but rejoice in  the

cheering message from London, but no

effort should be spared to make the

supply of food equal to the demand,

however long the war may last. |
® © &

In reply to a query from the Stan-
dard, it may be said that The Times|
favors conscription of men and of‘;
wealth. It believes there should be food‘:I
control, and as near equality of service'
as can be secured. It believes that the:
gross partisanship and the policy of|
drift which have marked the course of
the Borden government since the war
began have caused the undesirable con-
ditions which exist today, and that it
may be necessary to defeat the govern-
ment before Canada can secure adequate
leadership. Much depends upon what
the government does in the immediate
future.
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The decision of five ieading business

houses, which will doubtless be adopt-
ed by others, to close at five o'clock on
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is usually re-
commended by
the doctor.

It's laxative effective-
ness is not 1spoiled by

ipeing pains.

.gAerBEY’S is most
palatable and gentle
acting—a great friend
of women an d
children. 4

ASK YOUR DRUGGIST

--_—---
?&-BBEY'S VITA TABLETS
For Nervesand Blood—50 Cents a Box
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COMLTIN NOW
URGED AT OTTAWA

War Problems Getting Too Big
for Party Government—N e.w
Difficulties in Applying Conscrip-
tion .

Ottawa, May 25—The parliamentary
situation arising out of the government’s
conscription 'and extension proposals re-
mains critical with interest centered in
the corridor speculation and not in the
commons speeches.

The government has seemingly realized
too late that a weak and purely party
administration cannot cope with con-
scriptior and the increasingly serious and
complicated problem of Canada’s war

It Works! Try It

Tells how to loosen a sore,
tender corn so It lifts
out without pain.

Good news spreads rapidly and drug-
gists here are kept busy dispensing free-
zone, the ether discovery of a Cincin-
nati' man, which is said to loosen any
corn so it lifts out with the fingers.

Ask at any pharmacy for a quarter
ounce of freezone, which will cost very
little, but is said to be sufficient to rid
one’s * ct of every hard or soft corn or
callus.

You apply just a few drops on the
tender, aching corn and instantly . the
soreness is relieved, and soon the corn is
so shriveled that it lifts out without
pain. It is a sticky substance which
dries when applied and never inflames or

26.

- Paint—

As a Preservative |

Painting is Economy Through Preservation.

is a great decorative medinm—Its First Purpose, nevertheless, is

Preservation and Protection. A good Paint like

“Hand and Ring”’ Pure Prepared Paint

‘i
!
today consider Paint only from a decorative. standpoint. While Paint 1\
|

means protection

as well as beauty.

and are also cheap for a good paint.

T. McAVITY ® SONS,

VWarm Weather Means A “ Refrigerator”

ﬂ

Too many people

They wear well and look well

1917

COAL

BEST QUALITY
REASONABLE PRI ES

R P. & W.F. STARR, Limifes

Wholesale 2 d R :ail Dealers
49 SMYTHEST. 169 UNION ST

Kindling by The Load
And in Bundles .

OLD MINE SYDNEY

Yet Your Bin
Full.

SPECIAL CLEAN BURNING

l\‘ The @&enuine.

*\ PICTOU COAL
|

|

Ltd.)

To Take the Place of Hard
i1 Coal.

; Try it and Save Money

J. 5. Gibbon & Co., Ltd.

i

When you select your Refrigerator,
than an ice-box. It should be an ice-saver, food and work-saver.

“LA FAVORITE” REFRIGERATORS
Cleanable—Sanitary—Odorless

We have them all sizes for all purposes, ranging in
Price from $11.25 to $64.00
Screen Doors, Window Screens, Screen Clothes, Etc.

|
‘ 1 Union St. 6 1-2 Charlotte St.
i

s Tel. M. 2636

remember it should be more 5-.28,

NATIONAL COAL

Is the most economical Coal for Fur-
naces and Stoves.

National Coal makes a clean,

Emewon & Fibher Sid.

hot,
Lasting Fire. No slate or clinkei,

Get a supply now while National
Coal is obtainable.

Sold Only By

No one professes ability
situation, or to fore-

participation.
to fully diagnose the
cast the outcome.~

Two courses confront Premier Borden
—end theer are those among his advisers
who believe that one or the other in in-
evitable: He may seek to effect a coa-
lition, and he may undertake to recon-
struct +he cabinet from his own support-
ers. Individual Conservative members, in
conversation, favor coalition on the
ground that both parties would then
share responsibility, but it is  probable
that the more difficult task of reconstruc-
tion will fall to the premier’s lot. There
is vndeniably a strong sentiment among
Liberals that overtures for coalition,
should they now be made in the govern-
ment’s extremity, come too late.

Not to Rush It Through,

The conseription bill will probably be
broughmt down next week, but it is very

four afternoons each week in June, July
and August should be responded to by
early shopping on the part of the peo-
ple. The employes will doubtless show
their appreciation by engaging in some
sort of national service such as the gar-
den affords an opportunity to put in
practice.

even irritates the adjoining tissue.

This discovery will prevent thousands
of deaths annually from lockjaw and
infection heretofore resulting from the
suicidal habit of cutting corns.

CTFLOUR |

MADE IN ST. JOHN
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The attention of the Standard is di-
rected to Hon. J. D. Hazen’s reference
to Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s speech on the
conscription announcement. Mr. Hazen
said: “I think it may also be said that
my Right Honorable friend, the leader
of the opposition (Sir Wilfrid Laurier),
in his short address, dealt with the mat-
ter in & way that was worthy of one
occupying the high position he occupies
in this house.”

|DIRECT FROM TO THE

Lam'?w:ur
Flour

PURE MANITOBA
AT miLL PRICES

$15.50 per barrel
$ 7.90 per half barrel
$7.65 por 1-2 bbl. hag
$1.95pr 24 Ib.bag

Delivered to all parts of the city
TELEPHONE WEST 8
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The Foster government is to be com-
mended for the promptitude with which
it provided 12,800 bushels of seed grain
to the farmers. That will mean a
greatly increased production.  There
was much difficulty in getting the sup-
ply, but Hon. Mr. Tweddale’s depart-
ment was equal to the task.

® & & 9

Bradstreet’s reports more favorable
crop reports in the Unitgd States. It
says that enormous areas are going in'o
leading crops and gardens. A record
acreage of spring wheat is possible, corn
planting is active on an immense area,
and oat crop areas are also large.

® 9 &

The Ttalians are meeting with suc-
cess in their drive toward Trieste. The!
Russian reports are also more satis-|
factory than they were a week ago. 1f
the submarine is really beaten the
whole situation is greatly improved.

@® O © 9

The casualty list continues long and
tragical. Canada must fill the thinning|
ranks. To do less would be to prove
traitor to the men who have fallen, and |
those who are today facing death in our
stead.

OUTING SHOES

FOR THE

HOLIDAY

WOMEN’S WHITE LOW
SHOES
$2.75 to $4.50
® & & @&

Reports from western Canada say| WHITE PUMPS
that the crop outlook generally is ex-| $2.75 to $4.50

cellent. A bumper crop is needed, and E 0
the bulletins will be scanned with un-| WHITE LACE BOOTS
‘ $3.50 to $7.00

usual interest.
We are also showing a full

|
® & & @ |
The Montreal Financlal Times says:: assortment o
TENNIS SHOES

“The grain crop in Manitoba this vear,
ATHLETIC SHOES

gives promise of being the biggest
The labor situation

YACHTING SHOES

Try Us

McROBBIE

FOOT 50 KING
FITTERS STREET

on

record. is very !

good.” i
© © ® ¢®

The soldiers who sang when the “tor

pedoed Transylvania was going down

were heroes every onc—the very bul-|

warks of democracy.

| & & @© @

Brazil is to be numbered among the

| enemies of Germany. The example of

{ the United States is bearing fruit.
TR

| All speculation in food stuffs in Eng-|

(_ St Jofin Milling l}nmnany;

tnlikely that any immediate steps will be
taken to proceed with it. The govern-
ment will play for time. It cannot, at the
moment and apart from support from
the Liberals, command a majority in-the
house on the measure. Some Conserva-
tive members are reported to have threat-
ened to resign, while others intimate that
they must make terms ere they vote
themselves—as one ruefully described it
—into private life.

On the top of strong hostility in- por-
tions of Quebec and the opposition gener-
and Socialist bodies in
all parts of lhe dominion, comes the

ally of the Labor

steady stream, that agriculture seems to
be lining up against conscription. This
feeling in many parts of rural Ontario,
where practical unanimity of support had
been confidently looked for, has shaken
the situation as much as anything.
Despite the fact that notice of the ex-

upon the order paper there are those who
believe that .the outcome will have to be
“the plunge”—an electoral appeal to the
people. But nobody knows. The situa-
tion is the most serious and momentous
since confederation.

Petitions and memorials are being re-
ceived by members on both sides of the
house from all over the dominion, in-
cluding the Constitutional Club, of To-
ronto, which opposes conscription with-
out a referendum, Labor organizations
and agriculture are also being heard

TR S

|
|
|

Have You a
Coated Tongue?

The tongue is a mirror which
reflects your condition.
When the tongue is coated
your stomach and liver are
out of order. In this case
you need

A pure vegetable compound
that assists the digestive
organsand the bowels to per-
form their natural tasks.
Brayley’s Stomachand Liver
Pills permanently cure and
remove all causesof Stomach,
Liver and Kidney troubles.
They should be in every
home. Highly endorsed and
recommended by the Medical
profession.

PRICE 250

d., St. John, N.B.

i land is to be prohibited at once. Th(’y?
i have leadership in England. F

J, S, GIBBON & GO, Ltd,

For Week End Specials See Our
Add of Last Night

Tel, M. 2636—No, § Union St.
Tel. M. 594—6%2 Charlotte St.

CHEYNE @ CO.,

FELEPHONE M. 208 TEL. M, 226221

166 Union St.

CORNER PITT AND LEINSTER

COLWELL'S COAL

Slice
Cakes

Robinson’s Delicious

Distinctive and eminently
correct for every social
function.

f_

‘|s Good Coal’’
All Kinds en Hand. "Phene West 17
J. FIRTH BRITTAIN, Mgr.

———————
walked there in the summer sunshine.

We are glad that such a frank, genial
and charming description of the life of
interned aliens in London should be ac-

cessible to German readers in one of
‘their most widely circulated magazines.

" WORNING NEWS OVE? THE WRE

Grocer’s Sell Them .

}

Celebrations of the fiftieth annivers-

from. The Liberal attitude on the bill
is not yet known.
At the.opening of the house this af-

news, filtering through in an ominously |

tension of parliament measure is already | !

ternoon Hon. Dr. Pugsley drew the at-
tention of the minister of militia to a
statement which appeared in the St.
John Standard to the effect that the men
formerly with the 165th regiment had
not received any pay since last March
and had also mot been supplied with
under-clothing. Dr.
know whether such a state of affaire
really existed and if so what had caused

5

Sir Edward Kemp, minister of Mili-
tia, was unable to shed any light en
the matter. He stated that he had re-
ceived no intimation that such condi-
tions existed # the 165th regiment and
requested Dr. Pugsley to furnish him
with a copy of paper from which the
information was-derived so that he might
have it looked into. Hon. J. D. Hazen
said that he had been informed regard-
ing the matter and had notified officials
of the militia department.

SEVEN RECRUITS

Seven recruits were secured in the city
yesterday. They were: Leo McCann,
St. John; M. Parks, California’ Settle-
ment Levi Goulette, Charlo; W. R. Cam-
eron, St. John, Forestry Company; G.
F. Nevers, Kings county, H. L. S. Col-
lins, St. John, Machine Gun Division;
and G. MacFarlane, Scotland, Canadian
Engineers.

Died of Wounds. .

Mrs. William I McKay, 89 Simonds
street, has learned that her husband,
Private McKay, is reported to have died
of wounds, on May 17. This was a
great shock to her ,as she had not been
advised that he had been wounded.
Son of Hon, W. P. Jones

Word has been received that Sergeant
Raymond Jones, son of Hon. W. P.
Jones, has been wounded and has been
admitted to a hospital in England.

To Canadian Service.

Miss Marian Maxwell, daughter of
George H. Maxwell, of this city, has
been transferred from the Imperial
Medical Service to the Canadian and ex-
pects to leave for her new quarters soon.

GERMAN ACCOUNT OF
AIR RAID ON ENGLAND.

Berlin, May 25, via London—*“Airship
squadrons, under Captain Strasser, on the
night of May 28, attacked fortified places
in the south of England, including Sheer-
ness and Harwich, with success,” says
today’s official statement.

“All the airships returned without
losses or damage, notwithstanding the
perfected defences of the enemy.”

A British official statement yesterday
said four or five hostile airships had raid-
ed the eastern coast of England and
escaped because of the thick clouds.
Bombs were dropped in rural districts,
causing little damage.

ULSTER UNIONISTS
CONSIDER PROPOSAL.
Belfast, May 26—A committee of the
Ulster Unionist council, after a three
hour session today, unanimously decided
to convene a meeting of the full council

to consider the government’s proposal | four

for a convention to draw up a consti- | tennis
tution for Ireland as soon as the prom-| where visitors were received in summer,
to the commit-|is described by
| garden of Eden,”

ised information relating
tee position of the convention has been
received.

|
|
|
—— \ary of the consummation of the Cana-
ian Confederation on July 1 next at
Ottawa and all provincial capitals will
be recomemnded by the special- com-

No expensive de-

BRITISH KINDNESS

Pugsley wanted to |

M[ INTERNED.

A German Stery of His Life at!
Islington

-

(British Weekly Special.)

We quoted some weeks ago from a|
Berlin daily paper (the Lokal Anzeiger) |
the account given by a wounded German i
prisoner, Otto Zirpel, of the kindness he
received under British care both in hos-i
pital and at Dorehester Camp. Another\
equally interesting article on somewhat
different lines appeared in Die Woche |
for March 17. “The Week,” as our read- |
ers are aware, is one of the most im- |
portant illustrated newspapers in Ger—!
many. This article, entitled “The Poor- |
house of Islington,” is written by Carl |
Hans Stielow, a German who had lived |
over twenty-five years in England, and
had reached the age of fifty-five when
the fortunes of war compelled him to|
spend a year among the interned aliens
in Islington Workhouse. He begins very |
naturally, with a lament over his hard |
fate. It seems to him “cruel and in-|
humane” that 700 Germans should have |
been deprived of liberty and cooped upi
within the grey walls of this “castle-!
like building® in North London, though |
even that was “a palace among the
prison camps of England.” On the last|
point, we may observe, Herr Stielow |
cannot speak from personal observation, |
for on leaving Islington he was re- |
patriated along with other fellow-coun- |
trymen over military age. i

Pleasing Admissions. |

This - slight preliminary grumble onl
the general subject of internment opens!
the way to some gratifying admissions. |
The writer “readily acknowledges” that |
the interned at Islington were treated |
“with a certain indulgence and gentle-
ness.” “The old grey stone house. .
was in no way to blame for our ill-for-
tune; on the contrary, it did its best to
make us feel at home and to cheer our
existence. Although it chilled my. very
soul on the first terrifying day of im-
prisonment, yet later on that house be-
came to me almost a home, in which,
while I passed through many trying and
anxious times, I had also happy experi-
ences, so that I look back on the life
there with no unkindly feelings.”

Praise for the Food.

Concerts and theatrical entertainments
filled up the long evenings. The writer
speaks very gratefully of the recreation
he enjoyed. The brightest moments of
the day, however, were the br(*akfust,l
dirner, and tea hours, “for which in a|
sense we lived” “All the rest was a
kind of half-dreamy vegetating. But
‘we lived to eat, we did not ‘eat to live.
And we fed well right up to the end,
though partly at our own expense.”

The article closes with a' description
of “higher enjoyments;” - classes for
shorthand, languages, bookkeeping; tech-
nical instruction in various trades; or-
chestral practice in the music-room. We
hear of the laundry and bath house;
the “very popular” billiard room with
tables; the provision for bowls,
and croquet.  One of the gardens,

Herr Stielow as ‘t'he
and he still recalls “the
dear forms of women and children” who

lmnttee of parliament.

| throughout
| ed, in vi

| Speculation in lard and wheat

-l that Special Orders are only

monstration, but general recognition
Canada, is the plan suggest-
d, iew of war conditions.

All speculation in food stuffs in Bri-
tain is to be prohibited immediately.
already
has been placed under the, ban.

The United States yesterday paid an-
other war loan to Great Britain of $150,-
000,000. This makes the total loan to
Great Britain, thas far, $400,00,000.

The Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour received
a royal welcome from the citizens of

| Toronto on his arrival from Niagara

Falls with his party yesterday afternoon.
At the station he was tendered an ad-
dress of welcome by Mayor Church of
that city.

Hon. Frank Cochrane has decided fto
appoint two general managers: for the
Government Railways. The duties of
F. P. Gutelius, who was general man-
ager for the whole system have been di-
vided. C. A. Hayes will be the general
manager of the government railways
east of the St. Lawrence river. His
headquarters will be in Moncton. F. P.
Brady will manage the western lines,
with headquarters at Cochrane.

The Roman Catholic church at Uppe!
Charlo was totally destroyed by firt
last evening. It was the oldest=zhurcl
in Restigouche county. The ingaranct
on the building and fixtures amonntec
to $7,500.

CUSTOM-MADE
SEMI-READY SUITS
TO SPECIAL ORDEF

Feature of the Service in All the Semi
ready Stores in Canada—Tailor-
ing Clothes to Order

Unfriendly folk often tell a prospec
tive customer of Semi-ready  tailorin
a speci
and that they are <t

of ready-mades,
rarment;

and made en bloc with stock

The prompt five-day delive: iystel
would give coloring to the sehoot
because a fast schedule in tailorin
clothes is beyond the ken of the averag
clothier.

Semi-ready Special Order
custom-made to the last
When the measurements
at the shops the cloth is
exact physique type patterns, and the
sult is finished to the precise size anc
style ordered. It would be manifestly
impossible to keep a stock of ready-cu
garments on hand to fill Special Order
for individual suits. Every garment 1’
the Semi-ready Shops, whether for stoci
or for Special Order, is cut to individua
size with scissors—not the knife.

Over 825 patterns of British-wg v
cloth are available for selection {wor
steds, Botany tweeds, black and blu
serges, cheviots, homespuns, vicunas-
for business suits, dress suits, and liv
eries. Over 85 model designs to choos
from in the Semi-ready fashion port
folio.

A custom-made Semi-ready - suit
finished to Special Order in five days-
at from $18 to $45. according to the cos
of the cloth chosen. The price labe
is always put in the pocket, and mus
cor.espond with the price ticket printe
on the cloth sample, as shown in th
Semi-ready store at the corner of Kin
and Germain streets, In this city.

Suits  ar
silk  stiteh
are receive(
cut from the




