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No. 10. THE IMPORTED CURRANT BORER. (Ægeria tijmliformis, Linn. J

This insect has for many years been a great impediment in the way of successful currant 
culture. In the larva state it burrows up and down the centre of the stems of the bushes 

* ?akjnK thcm so hollow and weak that they often break off with the weight of the foliage or 
by the action of the wind, °

The parent of this destructive grub is a pretty little wasp-like moth, see 
tVf~' ngure d9, which when its wings are expanded measures about three quarters of 

an inch across. The body is of a bluish black colour, the abdomen being cross- 
ed by thj-ee narrow golden bands ; while on the thorax, at the base of the win-s 
are streaks of a similar colour. The wings are transparent, but veined and 

, , • . b°reered with brownish black, with more or less of a coppery lustre. The
bordering is much the widest on the front wings, which are also crossed with a band of the 
same colour beyond the middle The antennæ or horns are brownish black, and the legs are
is paler thanCtheUup^rraked Md d°Ued fe,°lden yellow' Thc under surface of the wings
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shine, darting about with a rapid flight, gathering the nectar of flowers or buskin- on the 
leaves alternately expanding and closing its fan-like tail or sporting actively about in search 
of suitable places for the deposit of its eggs. In the cooler portions of the day, it is quTte 
sluggish and may then be often found resting on the under side of the leaves of the currant 
bushes and so torpid as to be caught and destroyed with but little difficulty
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en. \\ hen full grown this is a whitish fleshy grub of a cylindrical

' I he stem, leaving merely the thin outer skin unbroken, thus preparing-the wav for 
he escape of the moth Within the cavity which has afforded secure shelter to°thel irva^ the 

change to chrysalis is effected, and here it sleeps peacefully while the bleak wintery winds howl
agaiuft the ^ '!"ne l'16 chrJr,alis wriggles itself forward, and pushing
Wtlv oit ofhthe ok^ni°VerRg 8 Phe 0f re-at rul,tures it, and then thrusts itself
be found in this g', T*? ex i~p tlie b“«hes about this period they may often
» -h. ~.h LZS ïïÿ” “

chrvs dis^l'm ïnlît thH k V“ haS ihG i,Qstll10t ,hus.‘° PreP ,re the way for the escape of the 
chrvsa is’h s ndZ, n°U lbe “ PerPetui'l P^oner within the hollow of the stem ; for the 
Se throu ffi a haS kr ^ and lherLth no teeth °rjaws, with which to work a 
which it uses to ihn si -8f8fl 'nCe’ the mouth °[ '.he mo,h bei"g «imply a hollow, flexible tube,

■ Great Architect If the n ? WCr9 ‘° exLtrMtL,htilr sweet« I under the sure guidance of the
U the Unlv®rse, no such mishap is ever likely to occur.

■ posit her eÏserw !ich8rePCOf Î® m°th8. P1,lr. “d then shortly the female begins to de-

“ d”lop- - -Mr *—*
insectnisHrefeTred InjUri°US Vegetation,” published in Boston, Mass., in 1852 this
for New Yorkfl^ ’"u a EMtem 8tates' Dr- Fitch, State Entomologist
79 reference is made to it ° ' m hlS ttUrd rePortl the American Entomologist, vol. 1, p. 
dim EnhZiZkftt q n qC°Mma '? partS of the We8,er" States, and in the CaZ 
currant-bushes b,'this ^ *"«• “ “*

I imported currant borer is very numerous and destructive, and 
the red currant bushes, it is not confined to them, but attack,
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