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SUNDAY MORNING

¥ Easter Rites and Customs

There are Many Extremely Strange and Very Extra-
ordinary Methods of Observing This Universal

1

Festival.

- TVING in the cold of Northeérn
Europe, the Teutonic t.ibes,
ancestors of the modern Ge.=~
manic, Scandinavian and An-

‘“’_won peoples, had a lively ap-
on of the value of sunshine
and of the milder seasons of tne yeal.
Jostre, goddess of dawn, corresponding
or4, was also the god~
1 spring, lne aawn oI swauumer,
nas 2 ,..oxpnaul was the uouth nexc fou-
wang e vernal equilox, COITe., Oud~
o to ous April, anu i. was then wiatl
great tesuval oL ostie, or iuaS.er,

/a8 nela.
“::xe ancent Persians, worshippers ot
the celesual nre, wouid bharasy let so
JMpOrtadil an event as tne vernal equi-
Loa Puss unlivticed, and the return .1
sprilig Was celebiaced with great re=
Jolciug. A custoun ot theiis was at this
fune 10 make preseuts w0 their triends
oL €g8S ayed 1n various colo.s, Ths
;s said to nave been because tne egg,
polding witain itseit the potentality ovi
& living bird, was emblematic or spring
preaking forth from the bonds or win-
er. It is probab.e that the uldmate
origin was in the early Alyaa belief
the unive.se itself naving hatched 1.0mm
an eg8- 'I'his custum, uu.nuess, dis.nc-
tive and inexpeusive, was caugnt up by
¥ more western Alyans as a lealure u.
their Spring les.vai, and 20 wne <ggs
were introduced in.wo the waster celebra~
tion of the German iribes (.ncluding th
Anglo-Saxons) and aiso to the fesuval
of Kiain at the same season among the

10 the uleen Al

ts,

The Semite always '"took his rcligion
much haraer’ than the Aryan, aliu 1.
spiing celeorat.on of ithe latter tock ;h
form Of reasung, dancing and paving
fun, wnile the tormer nad prayer, :ac
rifice and an ever-grow.ng ritual to oe
observed. - From these earljer Semite

rs the Jews dernved toeir feast o[
unieavened bread, the sacrifice of the
paschal lamb, and other observances of
that season, the origin of the custom be~
ing forgotten in the legend of the Pass-
over.

The earliest Christians, being . them-
selves originally Jews, «o.atinued ths
celebration with a new si.n ficance, we
death of Christ being to th.m the sacri-
fice of the Pascnal lamo. Wh:n the

celebration was taken up Ly the non=,
they made it a point,

Jewish Christians,
to get as far away as possib.e from
everything Jewish, and made it purely
a celebration of the resurrection, with-
out reference to the coincident Pass-
over. They determined, furthermore,
that the festival shou.d 1al on .he
Sunday following the termination of the
Paschal fast, but it was seve ai cen-
turies before the autho.ities at Rome
decided upon the basis cf calculations
for the determr.nation of the £:11 moon,
upon which Easter depended.

The popular understanding of the de-
termination of Easter is that it is the
first Sunday after ihe first full moon
after the vernal equinox. This, altho
the theory, must be taken with modi-
fication in actual practice, because ec®
clesiastical dictum fixes the vernal equi-
nox invariably on the 21st of March,
tho this may not bz the astronomical
fact; because the full moon is fixed at
the 14th day and because the b:g nning
of the Paschal moon is determined by
the table of epacts, which only approxi-
mate the fac . Usually the astronomical
and ecclesiastical calculations agree
sufficiently that the day is the sams,
but the contrary has happened.

The magnificence of Rome at Easter
has been so often described that it
must seem an experienced thing to
every one. The Pope officiates pub-
liely on the occasion of the mass of
Easter morning, wearing his most
splendid vestments and attended, by
many dignitaries of the church. The
tiara, or tall, rounded gilt cap, which
he wears on this occasion, represents
a triple crown, signifying spiritual
power, temporal power and a union of
both. On either side of him are borne
the large fans of ostrich feathers, set
with peacock feathers, which typify
the eyes or vigilance of the church.
Within the church, this is one of the
rare occasions on which the lights
around the tomb and figure of St.
Peter are lighted. After the Pope has
celebrated mass in the church, the
great concourse of people leave the
church and stand among the multi-
tude of people outside to receive the
bleesing which he gives from the outer
balcony.

In Jerusalem, the actual scene of the
tragic events which all successive
Easters have commemorated, the feast
is kept with a more solemn and de-
tailed symbolism than at any other
spot in the world.

The Church of the Eoly Sepulchre.
within the walls of which the tomb of
Christ is enclosed, .is claimed by and
18 accessible to every Christian denom-
ination, and almost every Christian
sect has a chapel within it- For cent-
uries pilgrims from Egypt, Abyssinia,
Greece and Russia, and lately the
Latin races and Christians from Am-
erica, have congregated by tens of
thousands each Easter, and taken part
fn or witnessed the commemmoration
of the Saviour’s passion ang resurrec-
tion.

ttar north.

In the court in front of the church
is the market place of the Holy City, |
and here the worshippers witness the |
Easter ceremonies, on the same spot ¢n
which the multitude of old gathered
during the trial and cracifixion, andl
marveled at the open tomb on the first |
Easter morning. All the narrow |
streets about the church- are crowded |
with peasants in gayly colored orient- |
at clothing, sehing candles and rosar- |
ies of olive wood.

The ceremonies of the few days pre-
ceding Easter Sunday are or greater |
sclemnity than the Sabbath offices.
They begin with the institution of the |
washing of the feet of 12 of his bishops |
by the Patriarch,the head of the caurch |
in Palestine and Arabia, This occur-
ring after the mass of Holy Thwisday,
symbolizes theé washing ot the teer oI
his disciples by Christ, taking place
out in the open space in front of Lhe
chutch. The ceremony is interesting |
in detail, the robes worn are of the |
greatest splendor, and basins of gold
centain the holy water. When the 12th |
bishop is approached by the Patriarch,
he protests against the washing of Lis
feet, impersonating Peter, who de-
murred at the idea of this being done
vnto himi by his lord and master.}
Then the Patriarch reads from the
Bible the admonition of Christ 0|
Peter, and the bishop submits. At the |
close of this scene a huge bouquet of |
roses is dipped in the holy water, and |
the crowd is sprinkled. |

The incident of the descent of the |
Holy Ghost in tongues of flame is sym-
bolized by the communicating of the |
noly tire froin within the tomo to lue
candles and tapers which are brought
wid 1gnitea in tne wall of the Lomp ana
touched by the name he.d there by the
patriarch.

The-Russian Easter, with its festival |
joy, coinciges wiln lne weglilllug OL
spring. So very earily is it—ior that
jatitude—that on the preceding Sunday,
Palin Sunday, pussy-willows are usc.
instead of palms, 1n every Russiai
dwelling, from the emperor's palace to
the hut of the poorest peasant, simply
because they are the only plant which
suows a sign of iite in that land of the
klaster in Europe corre-
sponds with tne raster of the westeru
world occasionaily. Generally it fals
a week later, tho occasionally the n-
terval is much greater. Russia stil.
uses the Julhian calendar, which is now
i3 days out of reckoning with the
Gregorian calendar used by the nations |
of the west. A movement is on foot 10
provide an entireiy new calendar,
which the Russian mathematicians
and astronomers guarantee snail be far
more accurate than the Gregorian, and |
run for centuries without the need of
a second’s correction. As the Gregor-
ian calenuar emanated from Roman |
Catholic soyrces, they will have noue of
that. But something must be done;
otherwise, say the progressive scien-
tists who favor the change, Easter will
eventually fall in July, Christmas in
the spring and so on. The conservi-
tives, especially among the ecciesias-
tics, oppose it.

Easter is the grand festival of the
Russian year; therefore, for weeks be-
forehand everyone is busy with the sor
of preparations which people in Ameri-
ca make betore Christmas, A gift,
it only a gaily colored egg, is alinost
obligatory, tho all gifts are known as
“eggs.” The grand feature of the day
is, of course, the church service. 1u
fact, the church festivals are also ihe
national festivals of Russia (tho the
emperor is not, as foreigners imagine,
the head of the church); and aimost
every ‘function,” in court or private
life, begins with a religious service of
some sort. About the only exceptions
to this rule are balls and theatrica:
spectacles. The matins service begins
at midnight, and is followed by the
liturgy. The usual service in the mid-
dle of the morning is omitted and most
people are in their beds, recovering
from the open-eyed night. Naturally,
the most magnificent celebration is at
the Cathedral of the Winter FIalace,
in St. Petersburg, where the presence
of the emperor, empress and all the
court in full dress and uniforms adds
to the magnificence of the service as a
spectacle.

(Vs

| honor of the great church festival of

best results imports fresh bulbs froin
Japan and from the Bermudas. 'Lluc
Japanese variety comes in September,
wne’ Bermuda, wnich 18 a quicker grow-
er, nearly two months lawer. As goon
as they reach this comparaciveiy frgid
tand the bulbs are put to work to sprout
and flower under giass. Their growth 18
timed to reach maturity at Easter, and
by a judicious system of forcing even
the most backward plants are in-
duced to do their prettiest in

the spring.

“There is no flowering plant in the
whole catalog of the plant family,”
asserted a leading florist, “that is 1ot
welcomed by the public at Easter, but
the lily leads them all. It easily holds
first place; has always held it, in fact,
as far back as I can remember, Cut
lilies, potted lilies, lilies arranged in |
any and every sort of set plece, are
equally sought after. We are never |
afraid of having too many in stock.” |

Very ancient is the belief of German |
ckildren that on Easter eve a snow |

| white hare visits every household where |
|the little folks have been ‘‘good, obed- |

ient, truthful and kind to each other”
since the previous Faster, Timid af- |
ter the nature of its kind, it waits nn- |
til everybody is asleep, and then soft- !
fcoted it brings and secretes in odd,
out-of-the-way places any number of |
lovely wonderful colored eggs that the |
children may find and enjoy on Easter
morning-

“Early to bed and early to rise” is
the rule in nurseries of Germany cn
that particular night, the little Hanses,
Gretchens and Carls in bed, but not
asleep, waiting and watching for the
beautiful and beloved guest, mean-
while wondering whether their con-

| duct has been such as to merit visit

and gift. Finally sleep triumphs, droop-
ings lids close over dreamy eyes and
the “Easter hare” comes and goes un-
seen and unheard as in former years.
The day previous the mothe:r goes to
market as usual, and hidden in her

| basket under vegetables and household

stores are eggs galore, together with
lengths of cheap, gayly colored prints.

| These are very carefully guarded that

they may not be discovered by the
“kinderkins,” thus spoiling their beliefl
in the hare. In the kitchen late at
night the loving parents wrap each egg
in a pilece of print and boil until dyed
red, blue, green or all the colors unit-
ed. This accomplished, they are un-
wrapped and hidden in readiness for
the joyous hunt in the morning.

The children are up and dresved with
the dawn, when the search begins, the
entire family joining in the fun. Each

egg discovered has a name attached as |

testimony to the good behavior of
“Frieda,” “Paul” and ‘‘Maya,”
one ig left out.

Japan is a great country for ducks.
The Japs make use of few domestic
animals. They consume no beef, but-;
ter, milk, cheese, mutton, veal or veni- |
son, and pigs and dqucks represent their

:principal and only animal food. Hav-

ing a damp and rainy climate, and
covered everywhere with ponds, can-
als, streams, lakes and flooded rice
flelds, Japan is a veritable paradise
for waterfowl of all kinds, tame as
well as wild, and spring-after spring
ducks are hatched, not by the thous-
and, but by the million. The smart and
clever Japanese, who are as keen and

and not |

Crowds Comling fo
Hear “Parsifal” Sung.

The Story as Wagﬁer Presented It and as It Will Be|

Told at the Princess To-morrow Night—Given

In Summa

“parsifal” in English will be pres-
ented by Fenry W, Savage's organiza-
tion at the Princess Theatre for three
evenings, commencing Monday, April
24, with a matinee on Wednesday.

rized fprm.

painted the sets, and the two greal
panoramas  were devised with special
contrivances-for moving them in see-
| tions. ‘“Parsifal” is also distinguished
by two transformation s.enes, which
must be workel with al possitle dis-

PADEREWSKI, THE

EMINENT PIANIST.

“Parsifal” is the of 'Mr.
Savage's many undertakings.: and has
had the greatest part of his time and
thought for many months. When he
in May of 1903 that he

would present it not only in English.

greatest

annnunced

patch. The lighting effects, of

the Grail chapel s:enes, are far super-

for to thosa nf Wagner's thru shee ad- |

vance in electrical invention.
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Easter Mon.
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BEST
SEATS

LFEW
ROWS

2 50

FAREWELL ENGAGEMENT

CANADA’S FAVORITE PLAY

su= !
preme importance. were taken up sep- |
arately, and the results, as shown in |

LACHLAN CAMPBELL

KIRKE LA SHELLE’S COMPANY

In the Popular lan Maclaren Story of Scotia Folk

TheBonnie Brier Bush

REUBEN FAX

IN HIS INIMITABLE 66
IMPERSONATION OF

POSTY”

REUBEN FAX

THE DRUMTOCHTY
POSTMAN

NEXT
WEEK

“A FRIEND OF THE FAMILY.”

NEXT
WEEK
R R TR SRR s R

‘Art in Home Ligkting, l

Mr. Rothwell arrived in this country -

Unique in character and remote froin |

the magnificence of religious demon-
stration is the ancient and picturesque
custom which still prevails in the vii-
lages of the Tyrol Mountains. In their
national costume of gay-colored gar-
ments and broad-brimmed hats, trim-
med with fresh, living flowers, on this
occasion the Swiss peasants begin at
an early hour on Easter morning to go
about the lanes and highways and thru
the neighboring town, singing the olad
Easter anthems, to the accompaniment
of their guitars. They linger outside
the homes of the people in a sort of
serenade and the inmates come out to
the doors and join them in singing the
choruses., They are welcomed ani
treated with hospitality everywhere,
and continue on their gentle journey-
ing until far into the night, when they
are accompanied by torch-bearers.
The lily, whose symmetrical beauly
and exquisite fragrance never becom's
tiresome, needless to say, is foreign by
birth, and year by year the florist who
knows his business and tries to get the

4 Over 30 Years of the Greatest
Service have Forever Indel-
ibly Implanted on the

GERHARD

HEINTZMAN

PIANOS the hall-mark of fame.
So proclaimed by our leading

musicians,

families and

musical institutions.

SWEET AS THE HARP
_ THE TONE.OF THE

“GERHARD
HEINTZMAN”?

And clear as the silvery laugh of

childhood.

For tone and durabil-

ity, the piano *‘ Par Excellence.”

GERHARD HEINTZMAN, Limited, 97 Yonge-st.
Hamilton Warerooms, 127 King-st. E.

| 80 the gentleman in

SCENE IN THE SACRED MUSIC-DRAMA “PARSIFAL,” TO BE AT THE PRINCESS THEATRE THIS WEEK,

enterprising as the Germans
ing about for market for Japanese pro-
ducts, have discovered that during the
Christian holiday of Easter thousands
of painted eggs, toy rabbits, ducks, etc,,
are sold in the markets to children
and young people, and this has led
them to turn one of their ancient arts
to good advantage.

The art is one among a number of
singular crafts, known and practised
only by the Chinese and Japs, and
consists in removing the skins from

{ducklings only a few days old, curing |
them in a peculiar manner .known only |

|to themselves, and stuffing them in a
|way to put to shame the best modern
taxidermists. These stuffed ducklings
Y ave been used by the Japs for cen-
turies in the celebration of one of their
pagan festivals, which occurs
spring, but, in addition to this, they
are now preparing the ducklings for
the American and European markets,
shipping them from the Japanese ports
by thé thousand in time to reach the
markets of Christendom for Easter
week.

Of the many ceremonies of Easter
week, the one which most excites the
interest of the stranger in Mexico is
that of the “Sabado de Gloria”—the
Saturday before Easter. .

On that day the arch traitor Judas
is held up to public execration by be
ing burned in the shape of effigies
stuffed with fireworks. These effigies
are usually misshapen monsters, and
are hawked about the streets on the
days preceding the “Saturday of
Glory.” The artificers give free play
to their fancy, and some of the re-
sults are, to say the least, astonish-
ing. Most of the figures have horns,
claws and other such appendages.

On Saturday morning the largest
Judases are suspended on wires
stretched across the streets, and are
burned amidst the wild excitement of
the crowds, which gather to conduct
and to witness the ceremony. There
are also hosts of small Judases for the
children, which “can be burned with
less formality, and consequently the
day is looked forward to by them with
all the joyous anticipation which the
Canadian child bestows on his first of

No Bulldogs Allowed.

A gentleman bhought, some days avo. for
a very high price a bulldog 'in Hambvre
and brought him to his place in M« cklen-
burg.

'I‘;r:\ his great astonishment he was inform
ed by the police that the law in Mecklen-
burg-Schwerin and Strelitz forbids keeping
bulldogs, on the ground of their danger,
question has been
obliged to return the dog to his former
owner, of course with a large pecuniary
loss.

in cast-

in the adaptability

but tour, enough diffculties could
be foreseen to discouraged al-
most any other manager. But the dif-
ficulties were figured out and tabulat-
ed and theor overcoming was accom-
plished to the following order:
Translating Wagner's German
scholarly and singable phrases.
Assembling a cast of English-speak-
ing artists,
Study of Bayreuth performances by
all concerned.
Preparation of scenery

on
have

in

and costumes

{from proper models.

Rehearsals in this country.

An Englishwoman, named Marguer-
ita Glyn, undertook the translation,
| which was revised both for style and
to singing, and then Mr.
Savage made a tour of the operatic
centres in Europe to engage his casts.
Ee made these arrangements:

In London, for Gurnemanz. Ottley
Cranston; for Klingsor, Homer Lind;
for Parsifal, Francis Maclennan, born
in Bay City, Mich.

In Breslau, for Kundry, Mme. Hanna
Mara.

In Munich, for XKundry and “A
Voice,” Miss Florence Wickham, a na-
tive of Beaver, Penn.

In Paris, for Kundry, Miss Claude Al-
bright.

In.Hamburg, for Parsifal, Alois Pen-
narini.

In Amsterdam, for technical director
and conductor, Walter H. Rothwell ;
for Parsifal, Christian de Voss.

In Frankfort-on-the-Main, for Gurn-
emanz, Putnam Griswold, a native of
Minnesota.

In Stettin, for alternate conductor,
Moritz Grimm.

Tn Cologne, for Amfortas, Franz Eg- |

enieff, known also as the Freiherr von
Klewvdorff.

In this country, these engagemeants
were made: For Klingsor, J. Parker
Coombs; for Titurel, Robert Kent
Parker: for the solo Flower Malidens,
Miss Pearl Guzman (formerly leading
woman of ‘“The Prince of Pilsen” Co.):
Miss Celeste Wynne (previously prima
donna of “The Runaway Girl” Co.):
Miss Charlotte George, Miss Lillian
Mattice. Miss Harriet Cropper. Miss
Filava Arcario, church soloists and ora-
torio singers. Miss Wickham also
sings a solo part with the Flower
Maidens’ chorus, when not singing
Kundry.

The staging of “Parsifal” called for
a small congress of experts. Stages of
different sizes were to be figured upon,
and the handling of all the parapher-
nalia in 'and out of cars was a factor.
Watler Burridge and Ernest Albert

in July. and was occupied with re-
hearsals until the middle of October,
frequently working sixteen hours a
day. Applicants by the hundreds were
iexamined for positions in the Flower
| Maidens’ chorus and in the chorus of
i Esquiros. The principals came over
| from Europe in August and those of
foreign birthy took special courses in
English diction. The orchestra was
| compiled by this time, and finally, ip
| October. Mr. Savage assembled his
| company.

He rented the Murray Hill Theatre
for a week, set up his scenery, and
held full rehearsals daily. ‘Parsifal”
was produced without a hitch Oect. 17,
after more than a year of planning
and three solid months of rehearsal.

To insure every advantage while

traveling, a mechanical expert
goes ahead and studies every stage.
When the company arnrives, the local
stage force is thoroly rehearsed in
handling the panorama angd the trans-
formation,
- For an understanding of “Parsifal,”
its legends and itg significance, the
story, as Wagner presents it, is told
in summarized form:

The Holy Grail, which figureg so €x-
tensively in the drama, is the cup from
which our Lord drank at the Last
Supper. It was given into the keeping
of Titurel, who built a sanctuary for
it in Montsalvat, in the Pyrenees of
Spain, where it is guarded by a body
of knights, who are pure and sinless.
From the Grail, its defenders, derive
all the sustenance, physical as well as
spiritual, which they need. The lance

with which Langinus, the Roman sol-|

dier, pierced the side of the Saviour
ag He bung on the cross, wag also one
| of the sacred relics in the keeping of
| the knights.

| required to preserve their purity in or-
der to share in the benefits which ac-
crue from the adoration of the relic-
Their king, Amfortas, has fallen from
the state of purity, and has been
wounded in an encounter with the ma-
gician, Klingsor. The latter once had
tried to enter the castle on the mioum-
tain, but now dwells in a castle at the
! foot of the mountainousg region, where,
| by practice of the black art, he seeks
{ to ruin the Knights of the Grail He
holds the Sacred Lance, with which
he wounded Amfortas. Parsifa] has
been reared by! his mother in ignorance
of the world, hig father having died be"
fore he- was born. His mother hai

| hoped to keep him for herself by with- |
knowledge cf |
The sight of a cavalcade |
of kaights in their brilllant trappings |
stirg the chivalric spirit in the youth,|
and taking leave of his heartbroken |

holding from him all
knighthood.

mother, he sets out in quest of adven-

| ing out new and.beautiful ideas, or ex-
| perts are adapting existing works
| the exigencies

| electric art fixtures by regularly im-
| porting the more impnriant desigus as
' they appear.

The Knights of the Holy Grajl are

No more inviting fleld of effort is pre-
santed to the artist than that of design- |
ing decorative electrical lighting fix- |
tures for the home. Decorative artists |
all over the world are constantly bring-

to
of electrical lighting,
with results truly beautiful.

We have been making a systematic

effort to encourage the demand for

The illustration shows a signed
“Iris” by Flora, the celebrated French
sculptor. The rose is a living light, ani
the effect is wonderfully pretty—such a
piece imparts an air of elegance to any
raom, and this one is especially at-
tractive. 'The price for such a work
seems absurdly modest—it is only $40.

Our showrooms are open to yisitors
at all times, and a cordial invitation is |
extended to anyone interested to visit|
and examine these beautiful works.

Toronto Electric Light Co., Limiteu

Showrooms, 14 Adelaide St. East,
TORONTO.

NATURE’

S STUDY

FOR TEACHERS.

A SUMMER SCHOOL FOR NATURE STUDY.
July 5th to July 29th, 1905.

Tiie .Macdonaltl Institute, at the Ontario Agricultural “College, Guelph,
will prondé a Summer Schocl for teachers during the coming vacation. The

term will extend frcm July 3rd to July
sigz of practical Nature Stuily, suitabl
will Le from 9 a m. to 12 m., and from 2

Certificates of the lMacdonald Inst
comp'ete this course to the satisfaetion

29th, inclusive. and the work will con-
e for our public schools. The hours
p.m. to 5 p.m., not including Saturdays.

itute will be issued to teachess who
of the staff, as determined by attend-

ance, field notes collections and general progress.

The classes will be under the direc
aseisted by teachers of special fitness

tion of the Professor of Nature Study.
in the various subjects of theé course.

The Macdonald Institute is suituated on the grounds of the Ontario Agri-

cultural College, about one mile from
dation can be had in the city at from $3

the City of Guelph. Good accommo.
.00 to $4.00 per week, and the Institute

ig reached by electric cars running at intervals of twenty minutes,

Write for circular

G. C. CREELMAN, S

President, 0. A. C.,
G ELPH.

as to the above.

. B. McCREADY,

Prof. of Nature Study,
GURLPH,

RECEPTION

&

ROOM.

D'Orsay Studio, 435 Spadina Avenue

ture, armed only with bow and:arrow-
e wanders into the precinct of Mont- |
saivat and Kills a sacred swan--ail
animals within those precincts being
held sacred. Learning the wrong L2,
nas dome, Parsifal breaks hig bow, is
led into the témple, and permitted to
witness the ceremony of the adoration
of the Grail

The healing of Amfortas depends up-
on a touch of the lance which gave
the wound, and this lance can only be
regained by one able to withstand the
sensu@] temptation with which Kling-
sor has surrounded himself i1 hig ma-
gical palace.

An oracle had proclaimed that a
‘guneiesg fool,’” who should become
enlighitened by pity alone, would ac-
complish the work of salvation, It is
noped that Parsifal will ask and learn
the ‘meaning of the spectacle. He un-
derstands nothing, neglects to put the
question, and is driven out of the castle
with contumely. Subsequently, he en-
ters the garden surrounding Klingsor's
palace, He routs a number of knights
sent against him, and the magician
summeoens lovely women, dresseq &8
flowers, to win him by their blandish-
ments.

They fail, as doeg also Kundry. a
strange figure, half-penitent Magdalen,
half-wicked sorceress, who has bheen
the means of the undoing of Amfortas.
Frcm the kiss she gives him, Pargifal
learns the cause of Amfortas’ sgreat
trouble, and what was intended-to hip-
pen to him., Finding his' magic una-
vailing, Klingsor himself then ap-
pears to give battle to Parsifal. He
hurls the sacred lance at the youth,
but it remains suspended over Parsi-

fal's head. Parsifa; seizes 10U magkes
the sign of the cross, and the magical
gardeng and palace become desert
waste.

Parsira:, with the sacred lance In nis
keeping, starts out on a long pilgrim-
age., He hag already passed the bor-
der of enlightenmeat, and after a life
of five years of asceticism, he returns to
the Castle of the Grail

Titures 1s how dead,
nearing hig end. The L
king has. suffered such excruciating
agonies thru the uncovering of the
Grail that he has long since ceused nny
ceremony. Parsifal touches his wound
with the Spear,
of the oarcle hitherto referred, to, is
made King of the Grail.

Wagners® story is taken from a me-

anq Amfortas
long-sufferving

Grail,” with which he first became ac
quainted in writing his “Lohengrin.”
The beginning of the legend is lost 1D
antiquity.. Even in its literary ZIorm.
it is difficult to trace it back of the
twelfth century. The detail, as ap-
plied to “Parsifal’”” is taken mostly
from an epic poem called “Papsifal.”
by Wolfram von Eschenbach. Von
Eschenbach was Germany's greatest
mediaeval poet, and his poem, which
centained 26,000 lines, was written
about the year 1200.

The drama, it will be seen, is syn-
bolical of the agonies wrought by the
conscience of a sinner, and of his re-
demption by the pity of a pure one,
who. thru temptation resisted, under-
stands such suffering. In regard to its
entire significance, there always has

then, following :a parc|

been, and always will be, discussion.

Until its presentation fn New York,
lictle more than a year ago, “parsifal”
had never been presented outside of
Byreuth, except for a few perforn-
ances in the Court of Bavaria. It was
performed first, July 26, 1882, dorty
years after the production of Wagner's
first opera, “Rienzi.” The germ of the
| Grama was in his mind years before
he ever began it in earnest, AS far
back as 1857, while living in Zurich, he
imade a sketch of the Good Friday mu-
sic.. His final work was really the out-
come of the two other dramas as he
had meditated, .

|

In 1843 he sketched a tragedy, which
was called “Jesus of Nazareth,” In

'this he made Jesus a very human creéa-
; ) He realized,
diaeval légend, the “Quest of the HOLY y,wever, that the world was not ready

ture and philosopher.
for the stage presentation of the Sav-
jour, and he abandoned the work for
another, a Buddhistic drama, which
was to be called “The Victors.” In
this the central figures were lovers
,who gained redemption by renunei-|
ation.

An omnivorous reader, he had he-
ccme acquainted with the “Parsifal”
of Von Eschenbach, and in the legend
of the Holy Grail, he found stagecraft
iand the philosophic ideas he had in-=
{tended to develop Tin his intended
dramas. He saw in the Grail legend
the opportunity to develop the idea of
redemption that had been the motive
of his “Jesus of Nazareth,” side by
side with the ideas of renunciation and
asceticism which were to have been in
his Buddhistic drama.
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