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CROP PROSPECTS 
OVER THE WORLD

COMMERCIAL BOOKS 
SHOULD BE STÜDe

WILL STARVATION 
FOLLOW THE WAR?

Hoover’s Message to 
America
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'r “I feel It m
ph«e|*e that _ ____
tien ie one of the utmoet grav­
ity, which, unleee It le eelved, 
mav peeeibly reeult in the 
collapse of everything we hold 
dear in civilization.

“The only hope of provid' 
ing the deficiency ie by elim­
ination of waste, and actual 
and rigorous eelf-eacrifiee on 
the part of the American 
people.

“We must also plant every­
thing where it will grow, or 
this time next ydar the food 
problem will be absolutely 
solvable, and ths world 
face absolute starvation."

to em- 
eitua- Thruout Europe and Russia 

Conditions Are None Too 
Good.

Valuable Features of Cata­
logs and Information Books 

Pointed Out

Hundred Million Acres in 
■ Canada That Might Avert 

. -r Disaster.

A
i

At the present moment news of the 
world's crop prospects Is interesting to 
every thinking man. Not atone the 
fermer, but every man and woman in 
civilized countries and not a few in 
uncivilized districts. IS interested as 
never before in reliable reports on 
farming conditions. On account of the 
generally small crop of last year, and 
ths prevalent shortage of labor all 
over the world, as well ae the great­
est demand for foodstuffs ever known, 
the farmer and his doings are much 
more In the public eye than at any 
time la the World’s history. *

According to a most reliable source 
of information, crop and weather con­
ditions In the various European coun­
tries present many different aspects. 
Crop prospects In Germany are poor 
on account of weather conditions. 
Italy has not had the best of weaAhar 
conditions. Conditions in the United 
Kingdom, France and Russia are 
somewhat better, tho hot up to what 
might be called a good standard, in 
Spain, Norway and Sweden, North 
Africa, India, Australia and Argentina 
condition* are apparently good, and all 
of these last mentioned countries are 
fairly big producers, tho not to the 
extent of being able to feed Europe as 
well as themselves.

Therefore, we can see that Canada 
and the United States are being look­
ed to for the food supply of the allies, 
and the question Is: "Will we be able

There are but few of us who pro­
perly-appreciate the assistance which 
we can secure for ourselves by ob-

$ Ts suggest that the world may em- 
2$ from war. only to find itself 

« plunged into famine, max seem like 
playing upon the public carves at a 

; ,ime when they are already over- 
! strung, rfo many apparently impos­

sible things have «occurred within the 
Isst three years that the mind is now 
prepared to accept almost any disaster 
__ within, the range of possibility. To 
the well-informed reader of 1917 a 
world famine seems no less impossible 
than did a world war three or four 
years ago. Indeed, the indications 

«which point to the possibility of fa­
mine have not even the soothing qual­
ity of sentiment, which said, "The 
modem world is much too sane to 
dghV' Sanity, properly distributed 
over the great nations, might have 
«red the world from war, but no de­
gree of sanity can save It from starva­
tion If it continues to produce less 
{pod than it consumes.

The question may be asked, "Why 
should war bring about a tood short- 
sge? The millions of men npw In the 
limy were previously fed, doubtless 
equally well, in civil life. The tre­
mendous loss of life means a propor­
tionate decrease In food consumption. 
All countries are encouraging food 

:'Æ «induction on a scale and of an ln- 
m tensity never before attempted, and 
I the high prices offered for the pro- 
il doits of the farms are a powerful cco- 
m- nomlc Incentive toward meeting any 
* shortage that may exist. The answer 

I Is found In these same high prices. 
I After making allowance for the et- 
1 facts of speculation the price of food 
1 products must surely Indicate the 
I growing1' scarcity. Take the figures 
f prevailing in Western Canada, for 
I example. Here Is a great food pro- 
I during country which never falls to 

■ have a surplus for world consumption; 
a country in which famine is Impos­
sible, because it produces more than 
it eats. The average price of wheat 

(Fort William

tabling and studying certain descrip­
tive books and catalogues published 
by manufacturers of farm Implements 
and machinery and by their selling or­
ganizations. A very false friend, 
which seems to stick mighty close to 
the majority of us. Is the thought that 
because a certain thing Is offered free 
it is therefore not worth taking, 
other idea that we could profitably rid 
ourselves of Is the hesitancy of ask­
ing for freely offered advice. There is 
perhaps a sense that by doing so we 
thereby put ourselves under an obliga­
tion to some person or corporation. 
We would, /however, be greatly bene­
fited iiy remembering that the “per­
son or corporation" Is not thinking 
anything of the kind. Even if you 
should never do business with nini, 
tin.* "person or corporation’ which ot­
ters the free book or information ia 
quite wi'ling to take connut* on some 
other farmer hearing about him.

Many of the books and catalogues 
thus issued contain information of the 
greatest value, being the result of both 
money and labor expended, and the 
applied reason of years of experience 
In farming needs. A good example of 
how such catalogues and books are 
valued is seen In many up-to-date 
business houses where copies of them 
are kept In the same manner as are 
coplea of ordinary books in libraries.

So The World will frequently review 
such books and catalogues which come 
to hand and which represent extra 
value (for the farmer. In order that 
readers may send. for copies and avail 
themselves of the Information contain­
ed therein.

In such a class is a book whose 
cover represents a binder- in opera­
tion. ’Tie a pleasing scene, and one 
which we trust will be familiar to all 
readers when the fall season arrives. 
Across the face of this picture Is the 
one word ‘’Deering.’’* Inside as we turn 
over is seen a picture of the country, 
and in the foreground a tree whose 
leaves stand out prominently And re­
mind ua of the tree whose leaves 
“for the healing of the nations." The 
illustrations of harvesting machinery 
and farm Implements and the Infor­
mation contained In this book cannot 
help but be beneficial to the owner 
of a copy who reads It. Can be had 
by writing to the International Har­
vester Co. of Canada,, Limited, Ham­
ilton,

A book of similar" value is entitled 
"Review of 'Co-operative Wool Sales 
in Canada," published by the direc­
tion of the minister of agriculture for 
Canada. Why the sheep industry has 
not so far attained to the position In 
Canada which its Important possibili­
ties demand, what the chief obstacles 
In the way have, been in the past, and 
the methods which are now being used 
by the Dominion Government to 
courage the development and assist 
the growth of the sheep raising end 
of Canadian farming, with complete 
statements of wool graded and offer­
ed for co-operative sple In each pro­
vince, are among the important points 
handled by the authors. Copies oan 
be had from the live stock branch. 
Dominion Department of Agriculture. 
Ottawa.

An excellently planned and well 
printed book is entitled Hlnman 
Milkers. It starts oft with an effec­
tive touch by describing the invention 
and development of the milking ma­
chine, continues by giving, detailed 
description of the machine and its 
parts, and ehds with good testimonial 
letters from Ontario farmers. An In­
teresting book and well worth writing 
for a copy to H. F. Bailey & Son, 
Galt, Ontario.

Another book showing good Illustra­
tions and well worth securing a copy 
of Is entitled "The Btesell Land Rol­
ler." This book has a well written 
Introduction expressing such senti­
ments as "We cannot meet all our 
customsr-friends personally, our only 
means of becoming acquainted with 
you is thru our business literature.” 
Copies can be secured from T, E. Bis- 
eell Co., Ltd., Elora, Ont.
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mmgmreached Its capacity for production. 
The unoccupied areas of Western Can­
ada alone would turn the scale. In the 
single Province of Alberta there are 
100,000,000 acres oi agricultural land 
which have never yet felt a plow. This 
land, under cultivation, would raise 
three times as much wheat as was 
grown last year In the whole of the 
United States. It is lying Idle for lack 
of population to make it productive. 
Meanwhile the spectre of famine stalks 
over Europe.

,
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Reginald D. Sneblin operating. his Case tractor and three-bottom plow, turning over clover three foot high on
his farm near Blenheim, Ontario. K/

to produce enough ” Winter wheatJs clearer and more practical recognl- DAIRY RECORDS HELP 
apparently two-thirds a failure, b(Rh tton than at any former period will be 
in the United States as well as tin given of his services.
Canada; and the country will there- —;------ —---------------------
fore be grateful to every farmer who, Co-operation Between Wool 
under such conditions, has re-sown his e „ _ j p.
acreage to spring wheat or corn. Evéry : Section and r armera ta tiooo
bushel harvested will be needed. We I 
cannot produce too much. The de- 
mand for foodstuffs of all kinds is 
great, indeed, now, and will be even 
greater as the armies are reinforced, 
more men are drafted as recruits, and 
more shiploads of /code are sunk by 
ths submarines.

ASSURE EXTRA PROFITSk
!C. L. Gray and Sons. Willow Farm, 

Aurora, - have sixty acres In cate and 
barley, are seeding fifteen acres "to 
com and hate three acres in roots. 
They have two fine stables and up-to- 
date machinery. They are contemplat­
ing putting in a nelectrlc motor to run 
thetr milking machine*, letc. Last 
year they were shipping dx to seven 
cans of milk daily. ______ ______

Enable the Farmer to Eliminate 
Stock That Are Not Earning 

* What They Should.
Today is the last day on switch wool 

for sale thru the Ontario Sheep Breed­
ers’ Association can be received at One remarkably satisfactory result 

of keeping simple dairy records, 
yields of milk and cost of feed, Is the 
knowledge gained that cows of good 
dairy type do repay the cost of extra 
feed.

One example may be given. Not 
far from St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, one 
hundred cows produced 104,864 pounds 
of milk more during 1918 than one 
hundred did In 1915. The 1915 records 
showed that ten were not paying so 
they were beefed, and again in 1916 
eleven were sent to the block, being 
replaced by better milkers. Better 
feeding contributed largely to the 
above noted big Increase In milk 
yield; more corn was fed, more clover 
and a little higher meal ration.

The value of the extra feed was 
8606.00; this produced more milk to 
the value of 81,877,66, so that the 
extra clear return was 81,072.66, and 
the cows were in much better con­
dition.

Dairy records help to select good 
cows and to ensure larger profit. 
Write the dairy commissioner, Ottawa, 

free milk and feed record forma.

Guelph, and The World trusts that all 
Ontario breeders intending to avail 
tbefselves of the help from this co­
operative association, which is approv­
ed by tooth the Provincial and Domin­
ion départants of agriculture, will 
have been able to complete their 
shearing In time for shipments tq 
reach their destination within the 
dates specified on the application 
forms distributed thru the secretary of 
the association, R. W. Wade. The 
literature Issued by the Ontario Sheep 
Breeders’ Association and toy the live 
stock branches of the governmental de­
partments of agriculture are good ex­
amples of that co-operation between the 
government and the farmer, the fuller 
development o wwhich contains such 
bright possibilities. We are today 
standing on the threshold of this co­
operative movement, which undoubtedly 
will result favorably for both elements 
of the population of Ontario as also fn 
all other countries where action • is 
being taken along similar democratic 
lines.

While on this point, we remind read­
ers of the farm crops and fleece wool 
compel!tione held in connection with
the Canadian National Exhibition. Ent- m«nni« from 24 steers, a /erag-
rles for these and for the livestock ^ wel ,)t L,,OBe to 1.000 pounds
Judging competitions close August 14., • . . . .
J • * ________ — Teach, and running loose in two box

stalls, at the Experimental Station. 
Ken (ville, IN. ft., covering a period of 
iSC days, or four months, weighed 112 
tons, 640 pounds. The average for 
each day was 1,872 pounds, or 78 
pounds per steer. Straw bedding 
amounting to 10 pounds per steer per 
day was used, and all liquids as well 
os the solids were saved.

Chemists tell us that 
manure from fairly well-fed 
contains in each ton seven and three- 
quarters pounds Of nitrogen, 
and a half- pounds of phosphoric acid 
an* nine pounds of potash. When 
buying commercial •fertilizer we pay 
25 cents per pound for nitrogen, and 
7 to 8 cents for phosphoric acid. Pot­
ash cannot he bought at any price, 
but in order to get a fair valuation 
for the manure we should allow at 
least 5 cents per pound, the price of 
potash before the war. —

A ton of the above manure at these 
prices would, therefore, have a value 
of 82.63.

At the valuation cf 82.63 per ton, 
112 tons. 640 pounds would be worth 
$295.40, or 812.31 per steer, a little 

$3 per steer per month. Con­
sidering that potash will each year 
become a greater factor in economical 

The list of articles of food which agricultural production, the value is 
are now difficult to obtain steadily even greater than that given above, 
erows Sugar has been scarce from Nothing has beer, allowed in the 
the earliest days of the war; potatoes above calculation for the value of 
are almost unobtainable now, there is the humus, 
a widespread dearth of margarine, the humus value of manures is 50 to 100 
supply of cheese is much short of the per cent, of the value of the chemti- 
demand, and there is a lack of mutton cal ingredients, depending upon the
in the market. The stocks of cereals on whlch the manure is used and
are so low as to cause anxiety, altho ^he manner of application, 
owing to the delay in introducing com- It i8 a well known fact
pulsory bread rations large numbers of of the total value of the excrement
people seem to lie unaware of the sit- jjve stock is in the urine* If the
uation. The margarine shortage is llquld part iS allowed to drain, away 
being felt in all parts of London. Firms thru hoies jn the stable floor, hr other- 
that make their own margarine can over one-half of the value of the
still supply their customers, but stores manure wtU be lost, therefore, every 
and shops which have in the past sold effort should be made to conserve all 
Dutch margarine are in hundreds of the excrement voided by animals, 
cases entirely without stocks. The The water retained after twenty- 
”no margarine’1 cards appear in more four hours by 100 pounds of material 
windows every day. The price of used for absorbents in the stable is 
margarine in known brands has now eattmated to be as follows: 
risen to Is 3d a pound. Wheat straw, 220 pounds; oat straw,

Large consignments received from 285 pounds; well dried peat, 600 
the dominions keep the supply of but- pounds; ‘dry sawdufg, 435 pounds; 
ter for the present on a level with the leaves, 162 pounds.
demand. The Australian and New - -----------------
Zealand season is coming to an end, 
and we then shall have to depend more 

the home dairies and the Danish 
With regard to cheese.

T !
Harvesting operations have already 

commenced in the southern spates, 
and reports concerning the Texas har­
vest are good. That state is 'expected 
to produce 15,000,000 bushels of wheat, 
an Increase of ten per cent, over last 
year's crop. Conditions arc not suffi­
ciently advanced to state with any de­
gree of accuracy what the results will 
be in the northern states and timeout 
Canada, but conditions are such as to 
give grounds for the hope that a larg­
er harvest than last year will ripen.

In order that this greatly-to-be-de­
sired result may be attained, let every 
former keep the high goal in view, 
and let him not neglect giving his best 
attention to every acre sown. . On 
account of the demand, prices are 
bound to remain at a high level and 
so, not only because our armies need 
the food, but also because nothing but 
bad distribution can prevent every 
load of produce being purchased, let 
us be awake to the necessity of uping 
every effort to care for the crop and 
to secure all the help in harvesting 
that is available. This year as never 
before, the opportunity Is presented for 
the farmer to serve the cause hot 
Great Britain and her allies, aped a

<
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:>In Western Canada 

tails) for four years previous to the 
outbreak of war was 93 cents. At this 
writing it Is $2.08. Oats, used prin­
cipally as a food for livestock, have 
advanced from 3Î cents to 68 cents, 
tod other cereals in proportion. Even 
In this prairie country, which pro­
duces more than Its requirements, po­
tatoes are now selling at 860.00 a ton. 
And look at the prices of livestock, 
clipped from a market report early

| **Hogi: Calgary. 814.76; Winnipeg,

I 814.86: Montreal, 816.75; Chicago,
? * Cattle : Calgao, $9 90 : Winnipeg,
\ 810.15; Montreal, 812.00; Chicago,
1818.15. „ ,

Sheep: Calgary, $10.75; Winnipeg, 
Montreal, $15.00; Chicago,

-
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ANIMAL FERTILIZERS
AND VALUES PER TON

Good specimens of Jersey milkers belonging to W. Cowioeon, Qussnsville, 
Ontario., The. World will be nlad to receive photograph# of animait belonging 

<4o Ontario breeders, which will be reproduepd fro# of charge.
811.60;

m $ts.5o.
Milch cows, offered for sale at farm­

ers’ auctions, bring prices as high aa 
j wens- commanded by horses a few 
.3 fears ago, and a brood sow registers a 
J market value greater than a milch 

I -cow of the last decadei These prices 
1 may not mean famine, but they can 
\ be Interpreted only as shadowing the 

^spectre of universal food shortage. 
Crop Deficits.

But,jto return to the original ques­
tion, why should there be a food short­
age? Let us drop theories—which, in 

| case of hunger, have no filling quali­
ties—and consult facts. The United 
States produced in 1916 640,000,000 

t bushels of wheat, which is 386,000,000 
| lies than the crop of 1916, and 250,- i 

000,000 less than the crop of 1914.
F If a wheat-eating country consumes 
I, 4(4 bushels of wheat per head of popu- 
; titlon per year, it is apparent that 
! the United States, with its hundred 

million people, will eat more wheat In 
1917 than it grew in 1916—It the wheat 
can be had. France faces a deficit for 
1917 of 127,000,000 bushels, and the ag­
gregate deficit of entente allies and 
European neutrals is estimated at 
mors than 200,000,000 bushels, 

i = Then there la the shortage in Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and 

f Turkey, of which definite information 
. is not available, but which is known 

■ to be very acute. In the opinion of 
H ■ well-informed persons, Germany’s sur­

plus stocks of grain will be exhausted 
during the present summer. Russian 
reserves, also, are an uncertain quan­
tity. Altho Russia is an enormous pro­
ducer of wheat, the millions of men 
.engaged in her military service, and 
the mHTlvns more in transportation,

. munition works and other branches of 
i IS labor connected with the war, must 

have materially reduced the acreage 
to wheat.

Another point of great importance, 
applying particularly to the older 
lends, la the fact that under war con­
ditions It is practically impossible to 
•ecure artificial fertilizer, and without 
fertilizer old and exhausted lands are 
Practically non-productive.

Then there is the destruction of food 
which Inevitably accompanies war. 
When an army is obliged to vacate at 
territory is considered good policy 
to destroy all food which cannot be 
removed, rather than allow it to 
Into the hands of the enemy. * 
much food has been destroyed in this 
way in Poland, Russia', Hungary, liu- 

p mania and Serbia cap only be conjec­
tured. In addition to this, Germany 
has been sending to j^he bottom of the 
»ea hundreds of thousands of tons of 
food—and glorying in the accomplish­
ment. it would be poetic Justice if 
Germany herself should yet starve for 
1®sk of food which she has so ruth- 
iwely destroyed.

The Present Objection.
- Sufficient aspects of the food situa­

tion have been presented to convince 
•he reader that, whether or not a world 
famine may be threatening, the great­
est Obligation and the greatest oppor­
tunity which rests upon the public to­
day. next to winning the war, is to 
Produce food. To the people of great 
food-producing countriee such as Can- 
*ria and the United States the appeal 
comes with particular force, and, en­
tirely aside from the patriotic duty, 
lies the fact that food production at 
the present time is immensely profit­
able. Not all the sudden wealth aris­
ing out of the war has been for muni­
tion makers and contractors. Two-dol- 
kw wheat and fifteen cent live hogs 
mean wealth on the farm aa well as 
In the factory.

It will be one of the tragedies .o' 
all time if. with modem methods o-l 
transportation, fam.ne should threaten 
the world. The world has not nearly

Agricultural Summer School
Will Be Opened in August

\
W » - -~ - I-

IThe Ontario Agricultural College 
announces that it has now completed 
the progratn for its third annual sum­
mer school for rural leadership. This 
year the dates are Monday, July 23, 
to Saturday, August 4, Inclusive. The 
program is stronger than ever. Its 
leading feature Is a course of ten 
lectures on the rural school as a com­
munity-building institution. These 
lectures will be given by H. W. Foght, 
specialist In rural school practice. 
United States Bureau of Education, 
Washington, D.C. There is probably 
no one who knows more about the 
subject than Mr. Foght, who has writ­
ten on "The Danish Elementary 
Schools,” "Danish Folk High Schools,” 
"The American Rural School,” besides 

Then there are courses

*1en-

w “THE GOLD STANDARD „ " 
OF VALUES”

AS embodied in your Reo, is none too severe 
£\. to apply to the lubricant you use in it.

this .fresh 
steers .

s 1 three

*

. The best built car will not long survive an 
inferior oil—but1

<8,1h qrine,
^community leadership, rural church 
problems, field husbandry, poul.ry, 
dairying, economics, co-operation, veg­
etable gardening, home beautification, 
a special series of lectures for women, 
etc.

MAKES A GOOD CAR BETTER

There is no more dependable lubricant at any 
price. It is made at one refinery from one 
crude oil. That means uniformity wherever 
you buy it. /
Polarine is supplied in two grades, Polarine and 
Pol an ne Heavy; also Polarine Greases and Trans­
mission Lubricants.

Buy Polarine and PREMIER GASOLINE 
at the eign of the ”Red Balt.”

THE IMPERIAL OIL COMPANY
Limited

BRANCHES IN ALL CITIES

!
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FOOD SUPPLIES IN BRITAIN-merits'
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LARGE SALE OF WESTERN LAND.
!

The Tony Day ranch, southwest of 
Medicine Hat, has been recently sold 
for $120,000.- The purchaser is J. J. 
Bowlen, of North Battleford. The 
ranch is one of the oldest in the west, 
comprising as it does nearly 70,000 
a-cres, including the leases, and extends 
to the boundary line. Some idea of the 
size of the ranch may be galiied from 
the fact that over- 100 miles of fence 
are required. The new owner ex­
pects to cut 600 tons of hay on the 
ranch this year to use for winter feed­
ing. Such a large transfer of land 
from one party to another is becom­
ing rare, even in our great northwest. 
Tho Battleford territory must be a 
place of wealth to enable a resident to 
enter upon the Tony Day ranch.
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Importations.
it Is stated by distributors that the 
fixing of maximum prices has inter­
fered with the supply. The prevention 
of profiteering is highly desirable, but 
the production of food is even more
Important.
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W J. Curry, R.R. No. 2, Aurora, is 
shipping thirty-two cans of milk per 
week. He is milking eleven cows, 
Holsteins, which are in the pink of 
condition. ____ __ ^ f-

W. J- McKinney, RÎVR. Jto. 3, 
Brampton, reports that there be
but little doing in sales until fitter
harvest. He has fifteen--------
nips and six in beets and has had con­
sidérable success in this line* In the 
past. _____________________
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A woman subscriber re­
quests that articles on flower 
growing be published. The 
World will therefore be glad 
to ' receive photographs of 
flower gardens with descrip, 
tiens. -,
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START TRACTOR FARMING
IT PAYS I

3ËSL

*

“There’s an Avery Tractor for every size farm." 
12-366-10 8-16 16-36 40-60 h.e.

Write 1er efieSeorsphe e# Avery Tractera In uee In Cenede.
26-60

Dept. D.

R. A. LISTER & CO., Umlted, TORONTO
tSsnnfaotsrere of the well-knewn 

LISTER LINE OF FARM POWER MA04IN1TRV 
Uetsr Englnee—Milkers—Grinders-—Shoe—Threshers, Ac.—Electric Light 
Ptente—Spraying Outfits—Molette Separator*.
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