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ferocious bird the phororachus, and to the great
elk which still roams upon this upland. It was
not, however, until he sketched the mysteries of
the central lake that the full interest and enthu-
siasm of the audience were aroused. One had to
pinch oneself to be sure that one was awake as
one heard this sane and practical Professor in cold
measured tones describing the monstrous three-
eyed fish-Iizards and the huge water-snakes which
mhabit this enchanted sheet of water. Next he
touched upon the Indians, and upon the extraor-
dinary colony of anthropoid apes, which might
be looked upon as an advance upon the pithecan-
thropus of Java, and as coming therefore nearer
than any known form to that hypothetical crea-
tion, the missing link. Finally he described,
amongst some merriment, the ingenious but highly
dangerous aeronautic invention of Professor Chal-
lenger, and wound up a most memorable address
by an account of the methods by which the
committee did at last find their way back to
civilization.

"JT had been hoped that the proceedings would
end there, and that a vote of thanks and

congratulation, moved by Professor Sergius, of
Upsala University, would be duly seconded and
earned; but it was soon evident that the course of
events was not destined to flow so smoothly.
Symptoms of opposition had been evident from
time to time during the evening, and now Dr.
James Illmgworth, of Edinburgh, rose in the


