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be interrupted But iu spring nothing could stop the southward progress of the herd
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'""'^ ^"'^ '°''"^'^' ^° ""'' now-a-days takesthe painso trace ou. these pahs lor any distance, but if one were to do so one would find thatthey are aston.shmgly d.reot routes from point to point. As a matter of fa.t they wo^e o^ ^
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^^!^-"*«-- L" «^"« -d hisnephew, Moranget. folCd ttmn the fatal w.lds ol Louisiana in 1687, and many a wanderer has since been led by themto water and to safety in the bewildering deserts of the south and west When on™la.r y outon the broad plains the buffaloes scattered, the cows keeping to themrelvrand
all ted hke domestic cattl.. Early in July the rusting season began and then a irTfi"scene 01 roanng and running took place, including innumerable bull fights often of chemost deadly chara. .. The young bulls came off" victorious, and often . nded thlcont^sby burying their h.rns to the roots in their elder antagonists, though sometils boThcombatants perished. Of course the n ise caused by such a tumult and concours^of hugeanimals, often .umbering tens of thousands, was stupendous, and. incredible as the state-ment may seem, by putting the ear to a badger hole, could be distinctly heard at a distanceo thirty miles^ If one will endeavour to pronounce the monosyllable him-m-m-m withclosed hps and without break, one will have a good idea of the continuous sound of agreat buffalo herd conveyed by the earth as through a telephone wire. After the fightiLended intercouvse began, and invariably took place in the act of running; precede!however, by a fact in natural history .so singular that were there not ample ttLony to

old cows, whilst the young cows became the property of the old bulls. To this curiousous om may be traced, of course, the singular features of the buffalo dance whirwaperformed by all plain Indians just before or during the animals' rutting seaToi Thdance, though to all seeming a sensual orgy, wa3 in reality a serious ceremony akin to theAndacwandet. or si.kness-cure of the Hurons. though not as gross. Both sexes joined in
It, the males wearing masks made of the head of the buffalo with horns attached andimirating throughout the dance the antics of the animal with remarkable fidelity It
Its close the young warriors took the elderly women, and the old warriors the maids' andoadingthemtothedoor of their respective lodges, there left them. It loTl^t
that individual attachments occasionally arose between the male and f r.ale bS onot commonly nideed. for intercourse, subject to the curious custom referred to'was with them as with domestic cattle. But I am satisfied that, if not pairing, somethingremarkably like it occasionally took place. In general, when attacked by hunter hfherd ran in a compact body, the . ows in the centre and the bulls around them In thescurry and mM6e. the shooting of cows, which were the animals generally singled o t fbslaughter, drew ao attention from the bulls-all swept on and left them But instances

Sec. II, 1890. 13.


