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IH»I.Y WATKIl.

Tlii.H is Ml tVcinioiitly tlif caM', that v\va\ runderatcfiy iiifoniUMl

(!atholirs arc siirprisiiil at the ('Xt(Mit of the (loliisioii which is jinic-

tised (Ml their hiipluss lu'iijthhoiirs. aii'l still iiiori! m> at the voniei-

niis iiiamic)- iis which those hu;:e fictions are j^nlped dowii. Ilarely,

il'i'ver, is u Catholic flo^mu truly stated l>y our o]»j>oii(>nts, or if

then; he a i>raiii or two (d' truth, it is su small, and .so mixed up

with erroi', that it is hard to distiiijiuisli it. Sometimes the doe-

trine is not state(l at all. and a passin;^ sneer is deemed quite suHi-

.•iiMit to refute it; or to condemn some pious practice with which it

is connectcfl. There ari^ some ptit topics, too, witli which Protest-

antism is particularly enamoured, liecanse they afford so m e'l rocrii

for the display of that species of profane, wit to which \\', li.iVJ

alluded. .Moreover, it is so easy to aeipiire a cheap and speedy

renown l»y tierce attacks on the horrid ' l'a[»ists,' the Image-wor-

slii|>pers and Idolaters, that there are nniny 'godly ministers of the

word' who never mount a pulpit without discharging therefrom a

full vial of wrath on the head of tliat unfortiuiatc; and well-al)us(>d

lady who is supjiosed to have n(jne hut scifrlet-colori'd dresses in

her wardrobe, and v/hoso proper domicile should Irj on the bahks

o; the Kuphrati's, or the Tigris, or souu- other outlandish river,

instead ol' appearing bodily in the haunts ol" the; orthodo.K, and

making the chickens of grace scream with aifright at her flame-

colou.red vesture. To compose a good moral sermon, or to deliver

a sound well-reasoned discourse on man's duty (o (Jod, to his

neighbour and himself; to unfold the secret windings of the myste-

rious and incomprehensible heart of man ; to trace, the crimes of

individuals and ihe vices of society to thi'ir source, and, in demon-

strating their wickedness, to sug..';est an efficacious i-emcdy ; to

explain points of doctrine supposed to !)(> lielieMid by the eon'>'re<ra-

tion; to sustain them by appropriate and well-reasoned quotations

IVoui holy writ, and to answer all objections alleu'cd against them

—

th((!se and similar topics, one w,ould <upj)0se, should afford a wide.

field fur the display of ability, und a largo scope for pastoral zeal.


