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i< K'- . .*nf t>y nii'^l .iu:hiirilir\ ii-j;.*i'

Mirk ^ iiK liiilril liyniiit ;
iHHrmi cii t:i

.i( t fi, i ,
(Mil r-fK^. r..lt*lHH<t A<\'\ II t'

IfiifKrii I k^ ; .iiirJyift ; yV#/.ir.i

O fjthrr, yim lan un|>rr|itr« my iiiinil.

My rralm »rf for my mirnaiji' .ill inilinnl ;

I UiM, Iml liniiw niil wlm -hi- u. iw whrtr,

Anil tu ih«i'ivcr other, 1 iU-»(Mir ;

ltt'«|ainni:, I in crillialc ikiiuiit live.

Sinn- 1 iii\ lic.irt lan (-» ii'i ulhcr ^ivf ;

1 (itl liH» iili-Al tt liKl'i ill vari-x tit »lalr,

< ar -^ Kiniu^nl may iiuult iiurtft^c the wi-i^^ht
;

Miirr h'iui« I fain wniiM m my ilosi't »|H'nil,

I'urr \irj;m* lH."»t the alTain ol llcavi-n .au-inl.

Sun. ^itl the- •iiiit, if yiiu Imth liM'-» LuP'pnrf,

Riih ihlTcitnt »..y- may in (imlH faimir »li.ire
i

Travtr.., nu-'litalKins anil lntcnIl<l.l^ purf,

A hi ait w-tith no lt-m|itatl<in.s lan -illurtf ;

Self jliiii natiim anil a tiin^cicncr ilvar

l-.n«laiin^ n*i I'lu* hi-.! to ilninn.ftT ;

All uraio »huh imainalf IkhI iii|iiin'il,

The inairiftl ciiually with virt;in* hmil.

( iin'rmjilaiivr* have i-aty luai!-* In Iwar,

I tri-r fruiii liuuiile .-.nil th>iiac1in^ lare,

1,11- 'ic frum tht* w.irlil, an<l iiK-inl'itjil'il friim scn^c.

Their priyer^ may lunger lie, anil mure intense :

To nil relationn virijin^ have a tie

'I'll i-Iiak them hack. I.nt uninolr^le'l ilu; :

A vii^iii iirieit the altar l-e>t alteniU,

t tur I <inl that »tale amimumU nnl, Imt eninmeiiil^.

Ilk,. Willi a I.ilc. Ill i;i I, u<

^*t. Sf\f\~\\ work* anrii.lHe.t

c.l ;ii spun" IV ken ^ |iiM;tual

Npcl stilijritl and ihr ulltiljut't

uHi'tK^t I'r titt i'fiiitt'it f.i. h in

ttontf.r Otalk ; mill l'.itt,0*itl

Intal I'liry »(re ii'tlc'.Irit liy

H,i.»kiii- HI 4 V4,t.. (I7JI), 4Ti.i Mt nms.tly iiwkw.int -mil tciliiiu*.

A ><l<-itiun uf Ki4 ' Hymii^ and r<j«nt« lur l)ic ll>i1y I l4v> ami

,-injl. of llic L'hiircli W.K piil.lnKcil in iSMI .,« /</.*../ AVk i

( ifn lt<tti \'t-'r. It |« kni'wn llial iIicnt hymns wrir lil){hly pn/ci]

l.y kc!ih-. who apparrnlly look thriKr the idra ol los own C/trutlitH

IVoi. Sre I.ive.. hy Itowlf^ (iSli), Anderiion (i"5l-54), t'luinjitrc

(a vol*. i^tt«), and Lhirkc (iSsfi).

JrmHy foilier (ifi5oi726) Is Icms rfmem-
bcrcii .11 till' mriM lenlimi-. and (lersui uteil Nun-

iurint! bishop than a-, the trt'iK liant .inil tinspannn

rastlKMlor of the (iirrupt !>taj;e of his tiiiii-. Hi'

was Ixirn at .Stow-i uni Quy, Cainbriilneshirc, son

of .1 tlcrital sihiMilni.ister at Ipsvvuli; and here

and at Caius Collcnf, CambridKe, he was edii-

tali'd, afterwards IjeromiiiH rector of .Xinpton

near lliiry St Kilniunds, and lei turer at liray's

Intl. Mis repK to liurnet's linjuiry int>' the Slatt'

of Ajfiiirt 'XM^) tost hini some months in New-
gate. He next waxed warf.irc on the trown with

iniisive pamphlet^, .iml was arrested in l6i;2 on

suspinon of hcinK involved in a Jarohite plot. In

l6</) he gave absolution to the woiilil-be assassins

Friend and I'arkyns on the scaffold, for vxhuh

offeni e he was outlawed. In |6<>8 he published

his Short I'ir't' of thf Immorality of the Fni^/ish

-SAri,',', which fell like a thiinderlwilt amonn the

wits. 'It is inspiriting;,' s.iys M.icaiil.iy, 'to see

\ how K't'li''"'^' '1"' solitary outlaw advances to

. attack eiu lilies, formiil.ible separately, and, it

liii^iii h.i\c ifcell ciiou^iu, illesisLluie v iieil Li>lli-

bined. distributes his swashinj; blows right and

left among W'ycherley, Congrevc, and X'anbnigh.

trc.ids the wrrlchri! D'lrfry down in the ilirt

Ijcncalh his feel, .ind slrilir»»ilh ill his st'ini'ih

full at the timiiing "rest of Drydcn.' I oilier s

argument • arrud the i ountrv with il, ami ht liKil

tol-ing back the Knglish drama to giKKJ nioi.ils

and gixKl sense. That excessive stage pmllig u v

will, h »a* partly a re.iction ag.iinst the rigidity of

riint.iiiisni, .mil had l.ir outrun the p.iralhl l.ivity

ol 1 ciiiieiiipot.tty soi i.il morals, was irnnucliately

to sonii- extent checked. Hut it was not without

a struggle lh.it the wits consented to Ik' worsted.

Congrne .mil \.inbriigh, with m.iny of the sm.iller

frv, ,'nswered .ingniv but we.ikly, .md wcie c rii-hiil

aneyy by the reiloiibt.ilili- Nonjuror, who w.is 'iciiii

pUte master of the rhetoric of honest indigii.itinn '

'Contest,' sa\ s l>r Johnson, 'w.is his delight ;

was not to !)• frighted from his pur|>osc en his

prey.' There were not merely replies but ih 'm c^,

sec oml ilefenies, .md viiulications of l' e yhoit

I'liW by the irreprissible diisor MoriiHi V.\in

(.'ongrevc .md V.inbrugh tomlesi ended to ciniit

'several expressions' from the I'oiifit' Pfalii .mil

the I'rot'oteit II 'if,: The great Drytlen sic nnl

apart at test, but it length n the pref.ic i- to In,

h'iit<!(i (t7CX)) acknowledged he had been justly

reproved. 'I sh.ill say the less of Mr Collier,' ' e

says, 'lyecause in many things he has taxed me
justly ; and I h.ive pleaded guilty to all thcuights

and expressions of mine which can be truly .irguicl

of obscenity, prof.ineiiess, or iiimior.ihty, and re-

tract them. If he be my enemy, let him triumiih ;

if he be my Irieiul, as I have given hi.n no |>er-

sonal iM cas'on to be otherwise, lie will be gl.id of

my repent.ime. It becomes me not to dr.ivv my
pen in the defence of .1 b.id i lUse, when I have

so often cli.iwn it for a gcMid one.'

hut Drydcn complained, ,ind fairly, that his

antagonist h.id often perverticl his meaning, that

' he was 'tiMi nun h given to horse-pi.iy in his

r.ullery, and came to battle like a chelator from

the plough ;' and that ' if zeal for Cicsrs house had

not eaten him up, it had at least icvourcd some

ji.irt of his goixl ni.inners and civil'ty.' No
doubt (.cillier erred by pedantry .inil w.mt of dis.

crimination. He f.eats with as tierce indign.itinn

whatever appears to him ' ['rof.inily ' as he does

i the grossest offence- igainst do enc v. .-\nd amongst

I sins of prof.iiieness he reckons not merely all light

allusions to religious words, phrases, and subjects,

but any disrespec tful comments on t'huri linun or

ecclesiastical .itf.iirs. lie does not merely protest

.igainst si)c.iking of the i lergy at large as hypoc rites

and impostors ; even to assume that some of the

clergy were unwort' if their clcuh was with him a

sin, and the usual ej.it ulations of impatience were

tre.-.led as heinous examples of blasphemy. It must

have been trying to him. a partisan of the Stewart

c ause, to have to att.ic 'k an institution so intimately

bound up as was the theatre with the principles

ol tile Ke.,ioc,ita»i"i , .'ir.ci pair.iiii to tnc ii;gn

Churchman to lie spoke: i of an .irgument

usually associated with ceisjrious I'resbyterians
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