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al fire Is ever liitend<'a ns tlio instrument

to (U'strcy tl.e sswkvA. In telling of

iiid-'nicnts on the benst and fala« pro-

pliK alcno, /f/r and iwrn an- us>ed tij^lit

times \sluT.; literal Hre is not meant;

and in over 100 texts tl.ey are tiins

used." If, then, the^e terms are u^ed

as emblems of wrath and svjferinf/,

or " fiery indijziiation," as Mr. ii.

«»ays, " surelv his scheme of the literal

bnrniu-r np of sinners at the jiid'iment

dav, and their annihilation thereby,

founded principally on the text m
Mahiehi, and sueh expressions as th^

burning of chaff, tares &c ,
ought, by

his own shewing, to be abandoned.

Aels iii.
21.' "Whom the heaven

must receive imtil the times of institu-

tion of all things" is ^'ited, (p. 21,) as

p'oof of annihilation. Our Lord said

of John the liaptist, " Elias yenly

Cometh . . a.id r.sto.eth all thmgs.

^iut iKW (''.d he " re^tol•e all things t

Obviously by the fulfilment of all that

wt.ri Nsritten ^.f him. (Mark ix. 12, l_3.j

I, iu-(( -dance N\itli this, the elosmg

pan of the verse ^hews, that, the term

rendered " re.^titution," derived from

the same root, does in reality denote

the aecomplishnient, orfuljU>nent " of

all things which God had spoken by

the mouth of ail his holy prophets since

tlie worl.l began." Certaudy it gives

no countenance to the doctrine ot an-

nihilation,
r. , . a on

Our author adduces Col. i. 19, ^0,

which speaks of God as " reooncdmg

all things unto himself, whether they

be things in earth or things in heaven" ;

and Kph. i. 10, "That in the fulne.sof

times he might gather together m oiie

all thiuLis in (Christ, loth which are in

heavcn^and which are on earth." Bnt

tljese te.\ts, with that in Acts, aflord a

much more plausible argument in favor

of Univer-alism ; for assured'y restitu-

tion and reconciliation an; exceedingly

different from annihilation. Bnt they

furnish no real argument in support ot

either of these discordant schemes.

The Apostle was treating of believers

who had gone to heaven, of such as

were then on earth, and those who

would subsequently believe. (Col. i.

18-28. Epli- »• 4-H. Jno. xvii. 2U--

24 ) To these he evidently referred

in like manner when, speaking of Christ,

he said, (Kph. iii. 15,) " Of whom the

whole family in heaven and earth is

named." This error of applying to the

wickel tho.se portions of Scripture

which relate only to the pious, is quite

common, and exceedingly dangerous.

It should be carefully avoided.

Because Solomon acknowledges that

he had been tempted to think, (See

Eccles. ii. 1-3, and Pa. Ixxiii.) from

external appearances, that '' a man hath

no pre-emincrce above a beast," Mr B.

alleges this as proof, (p. 11,) that it is

really so. But Solomi n presently adds

"Who knoweth" [duly considers the

difference hetween] •' the spirit of man

tliat goeth upward, and the .spirit of the

beast" tl'.at goeth downward to the

e.iith.") (Eccles. iii. 18-21.) In

cliap. xii. 7, he says of man at death,

" Then shall the dust return to the earth

as it was ; tmd Uie spirit shall return

unto God who gave it." (Compare

Acts vii. A'.r) Is this any where la

Scripture said of beasts?
^

5. Aftempts to evade the obvious

meaning of plain texts. It is an unex-

ceptionable rule in exegesis, that plain

texts should guide us in the interpreta-

tion of such as are obscure. The re-

versing, thereibre, of this course is an

evident indication of error.

Our Lord Jesus Christ—" the faith-

ful and true Witness"—has unquea-

tiony..ly revealed the future states of

men with peculiar plainness. The peo-

ple to whom He spake were in general

either Phaiisees or Saducees. Jose-

nhus says, " The Saducees take away

the belief of the immortal duration

of the soul, and of the punishments
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