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j It is as the morning cloud, and as the tarly dew,
that fajfith away, as the chaff that is driven with the
whirlwma out of the floor, and as the Jmoke out of thi
chimney. ''

As another alleviation of our grief; let us confider
that in all probability it is better for perfons, in many
inltances, to be taken out of this world of fin and rou-
bie in their earlier years, than to be continued in the
prefent life to extreme old age. Youth has com-
monly more innocence and lefs trouble than old aoe, or
even the middle itage of life. .

In addition to what we have already mentioned, it
would be very prudent in us to obferve, that the longer
our children are fpared, the more difficult will it be for
ustorefign them into the hands of him. whogavethem.
It is mucheufier to part from one with whom we have
had but afiiort and (lender acquaintance, than from a-
nother that has been a long time conneaed with us, bv
the dearelt ties of friendfhip, nature and religion. The
longer our own lives are fpared, the more unwilling
are we to die: thelonaerour children remain in life
the more bitter and affltaive is our taflc of following
them to the dreary manfions of the dead. Suppofing
the Itf A your deceafed fon (hofld (for your gratifica.
tion) nave been lengthened thirty or forty years, yet
when ihat number of years Hiouldhave expired, do vou
iinagme that it would then be cafier to refign him, than
vow ? would It not be much harder ? God knows J eft
at what time to call us and our children to our eternal
home—Our duty and our bufincfs is to fubmit to his
will and his time j to be ready to obey his call j to be
prepared to meet tlie awful llroke of death, whenever
our great creator fends ir, and to refign our lives and
all our enjoymen.. into his hands, at fuch time and in
fuch merhod as he fees fit ; fully perfu ad ed that God
knows What 13 beft, and that he will do, what is bcft.We may repofe pcrfr^ confidence in him, whofewif.
dom and jufticcarc infinite, and whofcmercv is eaual
10 iuswiiuomand hisjufticc.

FuKTHiRMOKE wt iiiay turn our attention to the


