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UarryV talent and d(«,ut.nce, though of the forensic kind. Whilem Jamaica in 1829, Mr. Barry wa8 called to dcfen.l hin.self in an
action mahcon^ly hroufrht ,igai«st him l,y A. H. neumnont, Esq., a
Magistrate, f<,r an alleged lihel in having said in a letter, published
ui the K,ngst(M, Chroni.le in reference to th.t gentleman, that he
" never saw magisterial dignity so sunk." The plaintiff and de-
fendant both pleude.1 their own cause. Mr. Beaumont having opened
his cause, and the evidence for the prosecution having bcvri gone
through, Mr. Barry, without calling any witnesses, inunediatelv
commenced his defence. The following are extracts :—

May it phase ymr Iloiwurn,

(lentletncn nf the Jury,

You Iiave just heard the lengthy and elaborate address of th. plaintiff-an
address into vvhi.h he h,us thrown whatever talent and enerj^y he possesses ; attempt-
.nic to prove the ehar^H against me of having insidted him in the discharge „f his
duty as a Magistrate. You have heanl him <-ite a variety of precedents and
authorities to prove, what I am willing in a moment to admit, that to libel a
Magistrate as such, in the execution of his duty, is not only cognizable, hut pun-
.shable by law. It may appear strange to you. gentlemen, that an individual
sustannng the character of a Minister of Religion, shoul.l appear in his own proper
person to plea.l to an acti.m like the present. But when I consider the frivoll,,
nature of the charge, a charge the mere subn.itting of whi.h to a British Jurv is
an open insult to their judgment and integrity ; when I consider the character of
the plamt,flF, an nnceasiny uvd notoriom Uheller ; when I consider his conduct in
Courts of Justice, as calculated to lessen and undermine that respe.-t which ou^ht
ever to be cherished in the public mind towards our judicial institutions; when I
consider the sovereign contempt with which he appears to treat the Jamaica bar a
bar composed of gentlemen whose attainments would render in the plaintiff the bare
Idea ot c<,mparison unpardonable arrogance and presumption

; and. above all. when
I consider the plaintiffs motive in sending out this action, a desire to come in per-
sonal collision with me (for this he has avowed)_yes. gentlemen, he has declared
that were T to retain cox.nsel. he w.udd withdraw the action, but, were I to lucad in
propria pa-sona, he would follow it up-I say that, under all these circumstances.
I should lee degrade,! to have employed counsel to plead to such an a.-tion, insti-
tuted by suck a n.an, and tried by a jury of my countrymen, bound bv the solemn
obligation of an oath. I am perfectly aware, gentlemen, that were ii not for the
public situation I hold in the Wesleyan Society, you would never have been called
on to try th.s action. The plaintiff, fully conscious of the prejudice which unfor-
tunately exists in this island against some bodies of Dissenters, and jud^in^ no
rtoubt, from his own views and principles, that he might pos.ihly find a" juiT, who,
under the influence of this prejudice wonl.l f«ol .i: .. i. .. '

1
*".l"u'<'t, «oum teel disposed to grant him a verdict.

makes the trial, and institutes t\\o iircce^-* • ^ni\ T f >a,.i i-"- l'^'"'^^' f'nn 1 learlcsdy aver, gentlemen, that
were I a mere pr.va<e .iti/c,., such a course would never hnv. ,. „,i , t....

does the existence of unhappy feeling make me aCraid u^ piplace my cause iii


