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NORTH AMEBICAN INDIANS.

T limited, thej
take notice ofi

3 phases of the'
3w moon, round ^

ignorance which
ich they them-
nan had at his
listaking it for a \
he encampment

|

mortally woun-
;

? at the distance
|

', and the more I

committed out
'' man of some

,

)!• hunter and I

quire into the
fessed that he
a wol£ The

j
?ar the differ- J

vvolf and that
'he white man
t he believed
hole party of
)rance of the
ud common a

indispensable

lunter. On
dians endea-
;heir tracks,

iderable dis-

ing however
times they

1 the other
that their

;

umber cannot be known by the prints of their feet
.s they get nearer to the enemy, the more attentive thev
.re in choosmg hard, stony ground on which human
^otsteps leave no impression ; soft earth, and even dry
rrass 18 studiously avoided, for the appearance of the
rrass having been trodden on might lead to detection

;

he bharpness and quickness of the Indian's sight being
10 great that any signs of this sort never escape their
»bservation. ^

It is certain that the Indians, by foot-prints and by
.ther marks perceptible to themselves alone can discover
lot only that men have passed through a particular path
in the wood, but they can discriminate to what nation
hose men belong and whether they be their friends or

Ins'tirTfi.
.J^h^f«ll«r^ anecdote is one of many

instances of their extraordinary sagacity in this respect.In the beginning of the summer of 1755, a shocking

ZfllT '°"^^,^**^d by/ Pa^ty of Indians on fourteen
hite settlers, withm a few miles of Shamokin Thelurvivmg whites, in their rage, were determined to takeevenge on a Deleware Indian whom they happened to

brt.T' tt'
^P"*'>.* ^'^^ ^^^ always been considered

tlrl AA T^ ^T^^- ^^™S had any knowledge of thewicked deed, and mamtained that his nation was incapa-

adHilTri^Tr" ^T^.^
^^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^'^^ of peace;|addmg, that he believed it was the act of some licked

avimgoes or Iroquois, whose custom it M^as to involve

Ir oZf^'Ti''
""^'^

^V^'^ treacherous actions; and

Mrf^' ' ^^^yr^li ^^^ him a party to accompany,hmi, to go m quest of the murderers" whom he was sure

mo.T ^T^^'' ¥ ^^^ P'"^*' «^ th^i^ feet and othermarks well known to him.

wl^^i!. f'^'^f
^'^«, accepted, and he led a party ofwhites towards a rocky mountain where not one of those

^ ho accompanied him was able to discover a singletrack; nor did they believe that man had ever troddenupon .his ground, when they frequentlv had to lean n...
crevices or crawl along the edges of a precipice. Theybegan to thmk that the Indian had led them across this
rugged mountain in order to give the enemy time to


