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mouth, teeth and lips, which our people not being accustomed to, guess at by means

of their signs, and then imagine that they have accomplished something wonderful.

It is true, one can learn as much aa is sufficient for the purposes of trading, but this

occurs almost aa much by signs with the thumb and finge/s as by speakmg
;

which

could not be done in religious matters. It also seems to us that they rather design to

conceal their language from us than to properly communicate it, except in things

which happen in daily trade ; saying that it is sufficient for us to understand them

in those : and then they speak only half their reasons, with shortened words
;
a,nd

frequently call a dozen things and even more by one name ; and all things which

have only a rude resemblance to each other they frequently call by the same name.

In truth it is a made up childish language: so that even those who can best of

all speak with the Indians and get along well in trade, are nevertheless wholly

in the dark and bewildered when they hear the Indians speaking with each other

by themselves.

Let us then leave the parents in theu- condition and begin with the children who

are still young. So it should be. But they must be separated in youth from their

parents, yea, from their whole nation. For, without this, they would be as much

given as their parents to heathenish tricks and deviltries, which are kneaded naturally

in their hearts by themselves tlu-ough a just judgment of God; so that having once

obtained deep root, by habit, they can with difficulty be wholly eradicated therefrom.

But this separation is hard to effect ; for the parents have a strong affection for their

children and are very loth to part with them: and, when they are separated from

them,— as we have already had proof,— the parents are never contented, but take

them away stealthily or induce them to run away themselves. Nevertheless we

must,— although it would be atteiuled with some expense,— obtain the children

through a sense of gratitude on the pait of their parents and with their consent, by

means of presents and promises; in order to place them v.uder the instruction ot

some experienced and godly schoolmaster, where they may be instructed not only

to speak, read and write in oiu- language, but also especially in the fundamentals ot

of our Christian religion, and where, besides, they will see nothing but good examples

and virtuous lives ; but they must speak their native tongue sometimes among them-

selves in order not to forget it, as being evidently a principal means of spreading the

knowledge of Religion tlu-ough the whole nation. In the meantime it must not be

forgotten to pray to the Lord, with ardent and continual prayers, for his blessing.

Who can make things wliich are unseen to be quickly and conveniently seen, Who

gives life to the dead, calls as nothing that which is, and being rich m mercy has

pity on whom He will : as He has compassionated our people to bo his people, when

we before were not pitied and were not his people, and has washed us clean, sanctified

us and justified us, when we were covered all over with all manner of con-uption.

calling us to the blessed knowledge of his Son and from the power o. d^irkness to

his marvellous light And this I regard so much the more necessary as the wrath


