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lowing reason for this from tlie ai)()stlcs." Huin-r given
the "reason," tracing it back to our l.eing horn in ''sin', lie

adds: "But this l)ath is called illumimUion, because lliosc
^vho /.'.//7/ these things are illuminated in mind. Moreover
the illuminated j.erson is bathed in th.- name of [esus c:i;rist
who '.vas crucified under Pontius Pilate, and in t'hc nam.; of
the Holy (diost wh;. by the prophets foretold nil thing:i
pertaining to Jesus.'' How can these words be recon-
ciled to the first statement in our auth(;r"s ";ry////A'^"
VW'll might Dr. Hovkv remark, having examined the whole
of Justin's writings, "that Justin here professes to i-ive a
f^iithful descriptic- of Chistian baptism, that in his day (A.
I). 139) the children of Christian parents must have been
(jLiite numerous, that he makes no allusion whatever to their
being in any case l)ap^ti/ed, and that he specifies a know-
ledge and belief of truth, together with a purpose to obey it,

a desire to be baptized, genuine repentance for sin, and
prayer for forgiveness as prerequisites for tliis ordinance. \\\

view of these facts we are certain that the prevalence of
infant baptism in his time will api)ear incredil)le to any
unbiased historical mind: Justin Martyr may be ai)pealed to
with confidence in support of the doctrine of believers' bap.
tism as the creed of Christians in the first half of the
second century, and in refutation of the statement that
infant baptism was known to the churches of that period."
The f^econd statement in our author's '' resione'' is that

"Irenoeus expressly speaks of infants, little ones, children,
youth, and the aged as regenerated unto God, which phrase
he elsewhere applies to baptism."

The passage on which this statement is built is found in
the writings of Irenceus "against Heresies," Book 2, Ch,
22, § 4. Having spoken of Jesus entering upon His ministry
at the age of thirty years he says: "Being then a master, he
had also the age of a master, not annulling in himself the


