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White Fish Lake, a tributary further on. ra-sslng to tho north of

this lakci, it wouhl then cross at thu end of 10 miles a small stream,

called Steel river, the whole of the intervening country, with tho

above exceptions, being rugged and swampy. Long Lake is from ono
to three miles wi(l.), and stretches 1)0 miles north. It forms a branch
of the Albany, which Hows into Hudson's Bay, and takes its rise in

Owl Lake, only six miles from Luke Superior. Tho roal would
(loss this stream at tho foot of tho lake, 22 miles N. of Lake
Superior. Uistanco from I*io river

The lino would now run 18" N. of W. for 25 miles to the north

end of Wintering Lake, on Pays Plat rivir, and thence Ib^ N, of

W. to th.) 88th W, long., lat. 49° 15'; tho whole over rocky, undu-
lating ground, but with some intervening valleys of good soil, lu

tho course of this distance it would cross the Black, Pays plat,

(i ravel, and Cypress rivers, all rapid and inconsiderable streams

lalling into Lake Superior. Distance

Hero tho road again changes direction, and forming an obtuse angle,

would turn some 15° S. of W., and enter on good, level, low land;

crossing a small stn^am called the Jackfish at the end of 8 miles,

and avoiding a range of granite and trap-rock hills, 800 to 1,000

feet high to the north, between the proposed line and Lake Neepigon.

It would then continue through a level tract of good loamy soil for

about 17 miles more to the Neepigon. Tliis is the largest river on
the north shore of Lake Superior, to which it flows through the

range of mountains bordering th( T.ake ; and which are here chiefly

composed of amygdaloid rocks and porphyry, containing valuable

copper ore in many places. Distance

Neepigon river would be crossed about 25 miles below the lake offs>.

that name, at an elevation probably of not more than 100 feet above ' ,, „

Lake Superior, itself 600 feet above the sea. From this point a Aw v!^ t
branch line to Neepigon Bay would put the railroad in direct com- ^ *^

nmnication with Lake Superior. The distance along tho western

side of the Neepigon valley, composed of excellent soil, woiild be - , ^

17 miles; 4 of which at the mouth of the river forma wj<l'^ and doL'p ^ l^X
channel, leaving only 13 miles of road to be construct a. Apart ^N
from the very important accession of trafl&c, which this would pro- ^s ^

cure to the projected line, the advantages of such a communication
in a public point of view (uniting, as it would, the great steamboat

routes of Lake Superior and the Saskatchewan with Ottawa uninter-

ruptedly all the year round) are self-evident, and very superior to those

of any proposed line from Thunder Bay ; which would not only bo
i olated during the winter, but in order to avoid the Lake of the

Woods, must either pass through American territory, or after coming
within 25 miles of the proposed Overland route at Jourdain's lapid,

have to make a detour of 100 miles or more to the north, from

somewhere near Rainy Lake, in order, after all, to fall into it mn-lh

of \\'hitcfibh Bay. A railway subject to such disadvantages would
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