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to " declare them al-l, either by name or defcriptlon, tor

be rebels and traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of the

common law, and inftead thereof to publifli and order the
' ufc arid exercife of the law martial." His troops have

^ butchered cur countrymen ; have wantonly burnt Charles
' Town, befides a confiderable number of houfes in other

V^ places ; our fhips and veffels are feized ; the neceflary

.

' fupplies of provifions are intercepted, and he is exerting

his utmoft power to fpread deAirudtibn and devaftation

:; around him.

We have received certain intelligence, that General
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is inftigating the

people of that Province and the Indians to fall upon us 5

and we have but too much reafon to apprehend, that

fchemes have been formed to excite domeftic enemies
againft us. In brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels,

and all of them are fare of feeling, as faras the vengeance
of Adminiftration can inBi£l: them, the complicated cala-

mities of fire, fword and famine. We are reduced to the

alternative of chufing an unconditional fubmiiTion to the

tyranny of irritated Minifters, or refiftance by force.

The latter is our choice. We have counted the coft of

this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary

flavery. Honour, juftice and humanity, forbid us tamely
to furrender that freedom which we received from our

gallant anceftors, and which our innocent pofterity have

a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the infa-

my and guilt of refigning fucceeding generations to that

wretchednefs which inevitably awaits them, if we bafely

entail hereditary bondage upon them.

Our caufe is juft : our union is perfe£l : our internal

refources are great, and if neceflary, foreign afliilance is

undoubtedly attainabl*. We gratefully acknowledge, as

fignal inflances of Div ine favour towards us, that his Pro-

vidence would not permit us to be called into this fevere

controverfy, until we were grown up to our prefent

ftrength, had been previoufly excrcifed in warlike opera-

tions, and poficflTed of the means of defending ourfelves.

With hearts fortified with thefe animating reflections, we
moft folemnly before God and the world declare, that,

exerting the utmoft energy of thofe powers which our

beneficent Creator hath gracioufly beftovved upon us,


