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t>t that unhappy countr^ ^rp falfely Imputed

to us, who by the treaty of WeJlmin((er'dQ^\

vifcfi the only poflible means of preventing

them ; and by our jglostrpus refiftancc in con-

junction with our heroic ally, have down to

this period ilopt the completion of a fcheme
more formidable to the Proteftaht relfeiori,"

the liberties of Europe, and the fafety, mde-*

pcndance, and prolperfty of this kingdom,

than could have been executed by the houfe

QiAuftria, when her power was mod dread-

ed, or . by Lewis XIV, when he' afpired

at univerfal monarchy. In this fcheme the

two great powers of Aujlria and Bourbon

have unfortunately engaged another, the

greateft power of the North, to fecond their

deiigns. The king of Prujjia is fo fitua;ted

as to be a check upon the aggrandifement of

Ruffia^ where alone any. new acquisition

would be an addition of real ftrength to that

vaft empire, and the only power that can

thwart her aiithoritative influence over other

neighbours, whom poffibly fhe does not now
mean to fubdue. Other caufes have co-

operated, of a more private nature, to indif.

pofe ihtRuJ/ian monarch towards him. Such
caufes will operate, becaufe monarchs have

human paflions and frailties—and nations

are governed by theth'. *
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The views and interefts of Aujlria and

France arc not the farre, nay they are

V, ' H vriddy
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