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::. ten millions within the year to protefi: the EIc5lo*

rate, or to defend ourfelves.

Some ofmy readers will recolleftupon this occafion,

the hiftory of one of the firft of the ancient dates

;

/hich, tho' under a popular government, was efteem-

ed the wifeft : till that fatal period ; when, being en-

gaged in a war at home with their only dangerous ri-

val, which was fuperior to them at land, but which

they triumphed over every year at fea with a fleet of

two hundred fail ; they at length, when their riches

and naval power were at their greated heighth» and

their enemy's coad lay all open to them, neglected

their own war, to go upon a didant land-war, in fup.

port of a little remote date, fcarce heard of before»

and made important only by that alliance. We
(hall foon, I hope, fee the midake of perfiding in

any fuch impracticable attempts *, and diail not give

occafion for poderity to pafs the fame judgment

upon our German war, as the wife Roman did upon

the Sicilian : Hie primum opes illius civitatis viSfa,

eemminuta^ deprejfaque funt : in hoc portu Atht"

nienfium nobilitatisy imperii, gloria naufra^iumfa^um,

mftimatur. Cic. in Ver.
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