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Faiibanka wai tppoinUd ; 4thly, oppoMd to

tha eonieqaent juit oltimi ofa public offloer

who had relied on the aHuranca of the Bri-

tish OoTernment ; and (thly., it wai incon-

islent with Earl Orey'a own doctrine,

according to hia deipatch 31it of March '41*,

that thereafter " it would be proper to re-

cognise aa an invariable rule that no perion
hould be remoTed from oflfioe without a
provision, except for misconduct, unless he
had accepted it on the distinct understanding
that it was to bo held during pleasure." It

is clear that Mr. Fairbanks came not within
the scope of the exceptions. Here are five

propositions drawn from Earl Orey's own
admissions in condemnation of that act of

injustice ; and the excuse which the noble
Earl condescended to make, that because the
salary was annually voted and might be with-

held by the Assembly of Nova Scotia, a
Secretary of State was relieved from his own
independent duties, by its purility, but
strenglheus the case : and certainly exhibits

no high sense of moral obligation or dignity.

1 turn, sir, to the Journals of tiie last session,

to show you Earl Grey's crowning act in

this affair of Mr. Fairbanks. Under date of
Nov. 15, 1841:1, he surrendered all to the
independence ofthe Executive of Slova Sco-
tia in these word* :

—" 1 freely aeknowledge
on behalf of her Majesty's Government that
the question involved in this act, exclusively
affects the internal interests ofNova Scotia,
and that in accordance with those views of
the principles on which the government of

the British North American provinces should
be administered, (and which I have mare
than onee had occasion to explain,) the
opinion ofthe inhabitants of Nova Scotia in

favor of this law, as expressed through their

Representatives in the a'ksambly, ought
properly to prevail, even though her Majes-
ty's ministers may not concur in thinking

that it in framed in the manner best calcula-

ted to promote the real interests of the

proTinee."

The neat case which proves that the Bri-
tish Government have surrendered their con-
troul over colonial affairs, is that of the arrears.

Take the following facts :— 1st, The emolu-
ments of the offices were ensured to the incum-
bents by thoir commissione under the sign-
manual of the Queen. 2ndly, The amounts
of their salaries were not only not reduced, but
were by the British Government refused to be
reduced, on the address of the Assembly in

1846. 3rdly, The Crown Revenues were so-
lemi>ly pledged for the arrears of these salaries

by Lord Stanley's despatch, dated 15th Nov.,
184r) ; by which the Governor "was strictly

enjoined to enter uii no new negotiation for the

transfer of the Crown Revenues, of which the

payment of all the existing arrears of salaries

to the public ofAccrs did not form the basis.

—

Again, by Mr. Gladstone's despatch of a9th

April, 1846, it is declared that no Civil List Bill

would ever be accepted by the Crown which
did not make provision for the payment of all

the arrears due to all Her Majesty's officers in

Nova Scotia ; and, lastly. Earl Grey, in his dis-

patch of 17th Nov. 1846, stated the payment of

the arrears to b« Me essential euxd imiimetuabie

prdiminary to the transfer ofthe Casual Keveane
—«dding the very emphatic words :—" To give

the only iomum «t satisfying the arrean, without

at the same time stipniating for thoir previen*
payment, would be to commit a broach of the
pledged faith and a violation of the honor of
the Crown, to which no imaginable consideration

ofconvenience or of interest could ever reconcile tht

Qneen or Her Majesty's advisers." 4thly, The
officers having fultillcd thoir part of the en-
i^agement, became entitled to the fulfilment of
it on the part of the Crown, and the contract

being executed, could not legally be revoked or
violated by any expost facto net. 5thly, The
excuses made by Earl drey were either essen.

tially or absolutely untrue, and had tliey been true,

were entirely inadequate to justify the violation

of an executed contract. 6thly, Vet, in obedi-

ence to the Provincial authorities, Earl Grey,
iiaving the constitutional control of the crown
revenues, and those havinp; been by himselfand
his predecessors, within tlie scoj'e of their consti-

tutional aitthoritif, pled(;ed and ciiargod with the

arrears—did violate those pledges and repudi-

ate just and legal contracts, by transferring the

Crown Revenues before these charges on them
hnd been paid. Yes I Earl Grey did calmly and
deliberately commit this breach of pledged
faith—this violation of royal honor. He did

advise the Sovereign to an act which no imagi-

nable consideration of interest or convenience
should, by his own showing.ever have reconciled

ller Majostv or her advisers. Can we doubt
ttiat he made the sacriflco to the independence

of the Government of Nova Scotia 1 And re-

member, that the greater the violation of right,

the more strons;ly is my conclusion established.

The third instance of the surrender of local

uncontrolled power is that of the excluded Jus'

tices ; and of this instance 1 may merely say, that

100 magistrates were dismissed—100 living men
—not 40 of them dead, as Earl Grey, untruly, in

the House of Lords asserted there were—among
the best in the country ; not dismissed because

they were too numerous, for there were 2.^0 new
magistrates appointed in their stead,—not be-

,

cause they were unworthv, for charges against

them have been asked tor and refused. The
royal instructions enjoins upon the Lieutenant

tjovernor, that he " shall not displace any
justice, without good cnuse signified to the

Secretary of State." That, sir„/ifls been the

Imperial policy ; and if we had Earl Grey's

despatches, which have been denied us today
by an act of the majority, I dare say they

would present a very admirable lecture upon
the impolicy and impropriety of interfering in

this sweeping and party manner with the local

magistracy,—for his lordship writes good des-

patches—ending however with saying, "Never-

theless if your Executive Council, supported by

a majority in the Assembly, shall continue of

opinion that the administration of justice in the

counties ought to be debused, and oppression

made the penalty of political opinions, her Ma-
jesty's Ministers cannot interfere again. . raeas^

ures which you assure me arc in accordance with

tho wishes and feelings of the people of Nova
Scotia, how much soever they may disagree

from them."
The insulted magistrates have been toUl

that her Majesty had received their memo-
rials ''very graciously^ This is very polite

certainly,—but is there bo answer to their

complaint 1 None 1 No reply to their request

to know the grounds of their removal 1 None

!

Cold, heartless, insulting silence, is the answer

their Sovereign is advised to give to these her

worthy, loyal subjects, and the administration

ofjwtice throughout the conntrv, and the ac-
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