
88 fALUER ON BRITISH COLUMBIA [Maboh 14, 1864.

The scenery of the table-land, which is well suited for pastoral

purposes, is described in high terms ; the rivers having occasionally

hollowed out for themselves channels of immense depth, in which

occur splendid cascades, some of which are mere fissures, others arc

met with in broad-terraced valleys, or in vales of gently undulating

slopes, covered with grass and picturesquely dotted with yellow

pines. Here and there are pretty sheets of water, which, like the

rivers, are well supplied with numerous kinds of fresh-water fish.

Above 3000 feet, the grass, which gradually gets less nutritive with

the increased elevation, gives place to a universal mantle of dwarf fir.

Here farming has proved moderately successful at an elevation of

2100 feet, but Lieut. Palmer doubts whether a considerable time

must not elapse ere enough grain can be raised in the more sheltered

and well-irrigated valleys, to admit of its finding a market at the

mines or settlements. At present the insects are a severe annoyance

to man and beast, but these vrill probably recede before man. The
west side of the Fraser is rather more elevated and the rivers are

fewer, but the east side is the most pleasant and desirable part of

the colony.

Just beyond begins the second mountainous range, which extends

without a break to the watershed of the Rocky Mountains, which as

far north as the Peace Biver, flowing eastward, forms the eastern

boundary of the colony on this side. The only portion of this un-

explored region where wfiite men are to be met, is Cariboo.

The Fraser, which drains one-half the entire territory, has fre-

quent stretches free from rapids, where steamers of smtdl draught

can run ; while from Fort Alexander down to New Westminster there

is now excellent communication, passing through the most sublime

scenery. A marked characteristio of the Fraser, in which it differs

from every other river, is that there is no lake throughout its

course ; the flow of water is rapid, and the waters consequently dark

and muddy. Another peculiarity, in which it resembles the

Mississippi, is that the frequent accession of considerable volumes

of water from large tributaries does not perceptibly increase its

width till it approaches its month.

Cariboo lies in the elbow formed by the upper waters of the

Fraser, and is bounded on the south by the Quesnelle Biver. A
marked phenomenon is the confased congeries of hills of consider-

able altitude, from 6000 to 7000 feet high, thickly timbered, whence
subordinate ranges radiate as centres. Each valley thus formed is

the bed of a stream of more or less proportions, from the tiniest,

called " gulches " by the miners, which may be jumped over, to

irespectable-sized rivers. All these have long since been "pro-


