
M '^, PATRIOTISM OP COLOKED AMERICANS.

Swett, in his " Sketches of Bunker Hill Battle," alludes

to the presence of a colored man in that fight. He says :
—

" Major Pitcairn caused the first effusion of blood at Lex-
ington. In that battle, his horse was shot under him, while

he was separated from his troops. With presence of mind,

he feigned himself slain ; his pistols were taken from his

holsters, and he was left for dead, when he seized the oppor-

tunity, and escaped. He appeared at Bunker Hill, and, says

the historian, ' Among those who mounted the works was the

gallant Major Pitcairn, who exultingly cried out, " The day
is ours ! " when a black soldier named Salem shot him
through, and he fell. His agonized son received him in his

arms, and tenderly bore him to the boats.' A contribution

was made in the army for the colored soldier, and he was pre-

sented to Washington as having performed this feat."

Besides Salem, there were quite a number of colored sol-

diers at Bunker Hill. Among them, Titus Coburn, Alexan-

der Ames, and Barzilai Lew, all of Andover ; and also Cato
Howe, of Plymouth— each of whom received a pension. •

Samuel Charlton was born in the State of New Jersey, a

slave, in the family of Mr. M., who owned, also, other mem-
bers belonging to his family— all residing in the English

neighborhood. During the progress of the war, he was
placed by his master (as a substitute for himself) in the army
then in New Jersey, as a teamster in the baggage train.

He was in active service at the battle of Monmouth, not only

witnessing, but taking a part in, the struggle of that day.

He was also in several other enjjagements in different sec-

tions of that part of the State. He was a great admirer of

General Washington, and was, at one time, attached to his

baggage train, and received the General's commendation for his

courage and devotion to the cause of liberty. Mr. Charlton

was about fifteen or seventeen years of age when placed in the

army, for which his master rewarded him with a silver dol-

lar. At the expiration of his time, he returned to his mas-

ter, to serve again in bondage, after having toiled, fought and

bled for liberty, in common with the regular soldiery. Mr.

M., at his death, by will, liberated his slaves, and provided a

pension for Charlton, to be paid during his lifetime.

Quack Matrick, of Stougliton Corner, was a regular liev-

olutionary soldier, and drew a pension.


