
tJieir Corn in their Abfence ^ however, our Necefli-

ty being very great, and it being impollible to con-
tinue our Voyage without it, Mr. La Salle took
about Forty Bulhcls, hoping to appeafe them with
fome Prefents. We Embark'd again with this frefh

Provifion, and fell down the River the ift of Janu-
ary, we took the Elevation of the Pole, which was
33 Deg. 45 Min. Altho' we ufed all the Precaution
we cou'd, we found our felves on a fudden in the
middle of their Camp, which took up both Sides of
the River. The Illinois being much terrify'd, tho'

they were feveral Thoufand Men, tendered us the
Calumet of Peace, and we ofFer'd them ours ^ Mr.
La Salle prefented them with Martinico Tobacco,

and fome Axes ^ he told them he knew how ne-

ceflary their Corn was to them, but that being re-

duc**d to an unfpeakable Necelfity when he came to

their Village, and feeing no probability to fubiift,

he had been forc'd to take fome Corn from their

Habitations, without their Leave, that he would
give them Axes and other Things in lieu of it, if

they cou'd fpare it ^ and if they cou'd not, they

were free to take it again. The Savages conlider'd

our Propofal, granted our Demands, and made an
Alliance with us.

Some Days after Nickanape, Brother to the moft
confiderable Man among them,who was then abfent,

invited us to a great Feaft, and before we fat down
told us, that he had invited us, not fo much to give

us a Treat, as to diffuade us from the Refolution

we had taken, to go down to the Sea by the great

River MiJ^Jippi ^ he faid, that the Banks of that

River were Inhabited by barbarous and bloody Na-
tions, and that feveral had periihed upon the lame

Enterprize.


