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that th^y might carry them to be looked at on shore. They

were, in some respects, naturally well bred ; or at least

fearful of giving offence, asking whetherthey should sit down,

whether they might spit upon the deck, and the like. Some
of them repeated a long prayer before they came on board ;

and others afterwards sung and made motions with their

hands, such as we had been accustomed to see in the dances

of the islands we had lately visited. At first, on entering the

ship, they endeavoured to steal every thing theycame near;

or rathe r to take it openly, as what we either should not re-

sent, or not hinder. We soon convinced them of their

mistake ; and if they, after eome time, became less active

in appropriating to themselves whatever they took a fancy

to, it was bcause they found that we kept a watchful eye

over them.

At nine o'clock, being pretty near the shore, I sent three

armed boats, under the command of Lieut. Williamson, to

look for a landing-place, and for fresh water. I ordered

him, that ifhe should find it necessary to land in search of

the latter, not to sufier more than one man to go with him

out of the boats. Just as they were putting oiF from the ship,

one of the natives having stolen the butcher^s cleaver, leap-

ed overboard, got into his canoe, and hastened to the shore,

the boats pursuing him in vain.

While the boats were occupied in examining the coast,

we stood on and off with the ships, waiting for their return.

About noon, Mr Williamson came back, and reported that

he had seen a large pond behind a beach near one of the vil-

lages, which the natives told him contained fresh water

;

and that there was anchoring-ground before it. He also re-

ported that he had attempted to land in another place., but

was prevented by the natives, who, coming down to the

boats in great numbers, attempted to take away the oars,

musquets, and, in short, every thiiig that they could lay hold

of ; and pressed so thick upon him, that he was obliged to

fire, by which one man was killed. But this unhappy cir-


