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With our liiiiitf'i knowlnli:!', we aic I'oroicl to ('(Hlt^•^s tliiit tlu-rc urc si-nvt

climnliers in our Imiins, sccivt ;uiil uiikiinwii to tli(f<c wlio suriomiil us Vfs, uinl st'crct

unci unkiiovvii even to ourselves, mimI they cnii only l.e unlocke.l aM<l revealed hv the

key of tein|>tation or of eiicuuistHiiee. whenever it may eonie ; ami tlieie is not one of

us who can foretell, with any <ieiL-ree of accm-acy, what his or her eolnluet will he

whenever that .special temptation or circ'um.staiu'e shall arise. Therefore it lieeomes us

to he very charitaMe in our Jinleinenls.

lint the i,fi'eatei- the mystery of the lirain, the uri'ater the neeessily for the

.l,M'ailuatinn- trainers of it, the teachers of the youiin', to sfmly its composition and to

search for li<;ht and knowledge in order to he eiiahled to lashioii it into its hii;liest

forui.

There is an instinct in human nature that whispers to ns of a higlier existence.

We talk of aiij^eis, and in doin^' so wi' pictiu'e an exi-.teni'e iieyond ourselves. The
nations wor.sliij) interi liate diitiis, siivh as Ih'ahuwi, lluddha. Zoroaster, ( 'onfueiu.s,

('hrist, an<l Mohammed, and in each and eveiy case the ideal is .something snjierior to

anythinjL,' which is attained iiy existing humanity.

This heautiful iileaU -the spiritual co-efHcieiit which actuates the mechaiiisni of

humanity— is the force which is evoluting mankind into a higher ordei- of heing, and
religion, irrespective of sect, is its hamlmaid. Ihit there is a counter-i'oi'co in operation,

namely, the gravitation of humanity towards its lower order of existence, 'i'here is a

heaven, and there is a liell. Kvolution heckons us towai'ds the former ; devolution

tli-ags us towards the lattei-; and hetween the.se two contending forces there exists that

mysterious power in human nature to which we give the name of " fret- will." It is a

foice which it is exceedingly ditlieult to define, yet we an; all of us conscious of its

possession hecause it forms the line of demarcation hetweeii a lunatic and a nuin who
is re.sponsihle for his own actions. The man who has no volition over his actions is

termed a lunatic
;
hut any degree of will power which a sine man may pos,sess niu.st

be exerted either to exalt or lower him in the scale of humanity, according as it is the

resultant of the component forces which actuate him.

Tlie.se component forces are not constant throughout his life, hut thev vary in

direction and magnitude according to the impressions produced upon his hrain hy

surrounding and accumulating circumstances.

We may, ])erhaps, lie hetter ahle to appreciate the pi'olilem hy supposing the ca.se

of an infant, horn of highly intelligent and refined parents, heing placed at its hiith, if

it were possible, in the society of gorillas or chimpanzees, to lie suckled, reared, and

brought up by them alone until it becamt; adult. The antecedent ])robability is that

such an adult would bo bestial in its habits and manners, and also in its language, if it

had any ; but, mark you, not to the same degree as its a,ss()ciate gorillas or chimpan-

zees—and why not i On account of its inheiitecl faculties. J{ut if the same infant

were placed at it birth under instructors, and in a society of the highest refinement,

molality, and intelligence, it would as an adult be incomi)ai'ahIy superior to its gorilla-

reared simulacrum. In either case the brain would be fashioned by the impress

of surroujiding circumstances, and its reverbatory i)ower would be proportioned

accordingly.

Herein lies the grave responsibility which attaclies to a teacher of the young,

because it is in the power of an instructor, by virtue of his inattu'ed will force, to


