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X co))y, in

Cai-dwell,

^ attached

1 iu those

from what

1)0. It in-

\,t being the

nearest point at winch a public convey-

auee could be obtained, tlie saidcouvey-

auco takiu{4 the form of stage iu winter

or steamboat iu Humnier. So, as the

season of whicli 1 am now writing was
midwinter our delegate bad either to

take tlie stage from Toronto to Kings-

ton, or walk the entire distance. Which
course he adopted I forget if I ever knew,

l)ut he might as well have stayed at

home as his nnssion amounted to noth-

ing. There was no money iu the treas-

ury at the disposal of the (ioverumcnt

which might be s[)ent on the (larafraxa

road, and the instructions to the agents

rospectiug the reserves were neither to

be enforced for the ju'esent nor with-

drawn. In couse(iaouce of the state of

uncertainty this involved many p(;rsous

parted with their reserves by selling

thorn for a mere trille to the Ttrst new
comer who made tliem an otter, prefer-

ring to get a trifle for their tijdit to los-

ing it altogether. The Government that

ruled C^anada was not a corrupt Tory

institution such as we read about, but

was composed of genuine Reformers un-

der a Tory Governor General who al-

lowed his ministers to run the country

in their own way. This was the first

trial of responsible government iu Can-

ada, or any ]>ritisii Colony. So far as

we were concerued I don't know that

t!)o political character of the Govern-

ment made any difference, as wo did not

belong to any organii'ied territories and

consequently ha'.l no one at liead quart-

ers to champion our cause.

I thiulv that the first legal decision

ever delivered in Owen Sound deserves

to be recorded, as it sliows that diiTer-

enees betw'een neighbors can be satis-

factorily arranged wijhout the int(!rvi.;n-

tion of lawyers. The <;ause of the dispute

tliat led to this decision was as follow^:

James Oliver and Jvlward Sparling, liv-

ed side by side, always on good terms

as neighbors shoulil be. Nothing occur-

red to disturb tlie existing harmony until

one day Oliver felled a tree which struck

one of Si>arling's oxeu and killed it on
the spot. The matter was purely acci-

dental as the animal was concealed from

view by a pile of t)rusli and logs. The
mischief was done, however, and liad

to be made the best of. Oliver was willing

to i)ay, and Sparling to acce[)t coinpeu-

satiou, but the dilliculty lay in their

being unsible to agree as to the amount;

and, as there were, fortuiiately, no law-

yers to consult, by which the affair could

be complicated, they agreed to submit

their case to Mr. Telford, the Land Ag-

ent, and W. C. Hoyd, and abide by their

decision. Those gentlemen, not being

posted in the statutes of the country,

thought they could not go far wrong iu

reterriug to the Law of Moses, and con-

sidered that the o.jth \erse of the 2lst

chapter of I'jxodus fairly met the case.

They therefori; placed a value on the

dead ox and decided that Oliver shonld

pay half the amount to Sparling and the

carcase be devided between them. Both
parties were satisfied to fulfill these

terms, and went home good friends. It

is not likely that these men were either

better or worse than the average Upper
Canadian, and if the same facility for

enteriui; into lawsuits now enjoyed by
this community had existed thein. the

probability is that each would have

sought legal advice from his favourite

s )licitoi', putting the most favourable

construction on his own case and care-

fully concealing every circumstance that

would seem to weaken it, and as might

be expected, have obtained advice in

accordance witii his own wishes, the re-

sult bting a lawsuit, a heavy bill of

costs, and two friendly neighbors made
enemies for life. J5ut whether we like

it or not the legal profession has become

a part of our civilization, and lawyers

are here to stay; and while they arc not

an unmixed j^ood, they are by no means

an unmixed evil and it is ditlicult to un-

derstand how they could be dispensed

with, though many people perhaps, sym-

pathize with the tleeced client who is said


