
The Government's Motion

In the LegiHluture at Toronto, on Tliursaay. MHitli Dtli, 1!)11. Sir

James Whitney, I'rimc MiiiiHter of ()>iturio. spok«' to and moved the

adoption of the followiii^r nioiion eoiidrniiiatory of tlie reciprocity

prupoaula between Canada and the I'nitfd States:

"That, ill llu' opinion of tbis Ilouni«, the iiiteri'sts of the I'ro-

viiict' of Ontario woul-l, -vithout iloulit. be injuriously uflTected

sthould the (iropoHeil {eciprotity A^freeiiieiit lutwecii Ciinada

hnil tlie I'nited States of Anierii-n come into fori'e;

"That thiH lluuttt, re.tre-eiitinj: tlif people of ilntuiiu, xhouUl

not reiniiin Hilei when a mutter of suih vital importanee to

the rroviiice is hi'iiiif iliMi'Ujoetl, liut nhoulil ili'urly state its

itttitude with respei' thereto;

"Therefore, be it resolved. That this House deplores the makiiiK

of suid agreement and hereby rtcordu its strong dissent

therefrom for the followinj! reasons:

"That Canada is now enjoyiii}; a i)eriod of unexampled pros

perity, her trade is expiinilin}.' in all dirertions. her popula

tion "is rapidly imreasinn, her ability, if unhampered by

ajsreeiiients, to" work out her own destiny as a part of the

trreat British Kmpire is beyoi d dispute, and her people are

prosperous and .ontented. Thin is the result of the pi>licy

whieh has been pursued in the iievelopiiient of her tra^ie and

resourcos, and which has involved jfreitt sacrilii-e: on the

part of her people and the v ..i Mi<liture of hundreds of mil

lions of clollars upon transpo. ition facilities between the

various I'roviuces, and between <'ana<la and the Kmpire.

"That the determination o.' her people to arve (Ut their own
destiny anil achieve nationhooil as on of the component

parts "of the British Kmpire has justilieil this policy and

is itself justified by the result.

"That Ci'.natia's tide of prosperity and contentment is still ris^

inj;, and her position and intluence as an essential part of

a eonsolidated Kinpire are liecoi.iin;; more assured. No
arranjiement with a forei-jn state should be cunsidereii which

mifjht even jeopardize the coiitinuame of her present satis

factory condition, much less this af{reement for reciprocity

with the Uniteil Stat.'s of .\merica. nejjotiated in secret an<l

without authority from her people, which, if made efTective,

would, in the opinion of this House, to a larjie extent, reverse

the policy which has brouj,'ht ( aiiada to her p esent enviable

position, would cause widespread ami vevolutioiiiiry <listurb

anoe in her business, would curtail and hamper her freedom

in developin}! her own resoun-es in her own wav. would cause

serious injury to many industries, and to Canada as a whole

would eheck the tirowth and development of trade between

the various parts of Can:ida with each other and between

Canada and the Kmpire, would result in commercial union

with the I'nited States, would weaken Canada's ')Jiition and
,.t frustrate

her hones of nationhood within the Kmpire, and would lead
in tluence as a unit in the British Kmi>ire,

to pnlificn! ".in inn with the I'nited States.
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