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'J'ieu altsaris witliiin the temiples are gorgeons
Ivith gilded iiiges, candelabra, and tlie
-otiier paraffliernuia of ivorslhil. Thut saisr is
lieavy witli iticeine. Priests iii gorgeotns
ro>bes chialit -Sanscrit lixayers, %vliose iineaiingi
is uninitelligiblo to the liearers au even te(
iiost of the priie.sts tlhcmni-elves. lit tie Yardls

4 >f soute of the temiples t ixere sire seeni w0odein
l)illars incribed witl px1ayers, anxd hiaviuga a
littie iixon %vhieol attaclicd. Thie wlieel cmxii
.easily be, set iii nxotioni by the lhatd, every
revolttion briiigig as inuhel iiierit to thie

w, thougli hie had repeated lLime

C-onifucianiism, oni
the othier hiand, lias
iio temples anci no
priests. 1It is propa-
gateci by teachers.

Sinitoismi teaiches
no code of mnorals,
ani niothing, of thie

largely an instru-
mient of the goverti-
ment, incuilcating
rev'crence for the
Emnper-or. Buddhi-
isi- satisfies thie

Coniftciani.îrxn g-iv-e,
rtule, ()f moral Cot,-

our text-boolc,
'' We iimust not for-

zg-et thiat tho av'erage
pieroi in Japun dues iiot anialyze, or separate
tlie thiree systemus. To Ilin they are, ant
- iial,,gain formiing onie imcthod of life. Ex-
cept tie severely bigoted. sectarians, thie mass
of tlhe perule uise varlous temiples, andl tlie
readiiug clsses get thieir mental pabuiluii
alike iroiti tie, books of thie writers or
teachiers of tie na-tive Japaniese, the .Xryan,
or Lime Cinese systeis. '

So nutcl fur the darker side of the
religiouis problein iii Jal)an. But tliere
is aniother, a tenifold brighlter side.
The leaven is wvorkig, and already
the world perceives the flavor of
Chiristianity in the nation. The nunii-

bel- of J;apantiese I-jr 'testantit Christians
îuaii :em inisignifica:ît (535iin a
pptihitioii of 5o,ooo,oooo) , b)ut thieir,
effect iupon the life of the niation
lea<ls us to ask %vhiat wonderftul tliii1,g';
lnta% we niot cxpect wvhen the liarvcst
lia!s heeîi greatly niiultiplied ?

ï)110 n mleans«, the least initerestiing
cllalter iii the history of mnissionary
progress iii japan is thiat oit the work
donc by the Romiian Catliouic Clhurch
ilearlv four ccenturies ago aiid the
attcldallt pe rs ctitioris. It affords
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abundaint illustrations of the kzind and
quality of Japanese Chiristians.

Says Mr. Addison:

-"Tliirty years after tie landing of Xavier
iL wats estinîatud, that Lthe Romnan Catholies
liad two Iiimudred cilurchies and unie hutndred
aiid fifty thiousaxd conivurts in Japaii.

"Tie priests hiad great success tili 1587,
whien the Shogun, thinking he liad discovered
i plut of Oie periests to, overtlurois Iiis govern-

mtuent, decreed thme banisamiemit of all foreign
teachiers of religion.

"Toit years later, twenty-six persons were
pnbliciy cruicified iii Nagasaki for dlefyiing the
edict. 'l'le great persecttiomi, lîowever, carne
ini 1614, %vhen leyasu, believiing lie Ilad dis-
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