DIVIDENDS.

Tiie Standard bank hag declared o
dividend of 4 per cent. for tho our-
rent half-year, payable ist December
nexs, !

The Traders bauk has deelared o divi-
dend of 3 per cent. for tle current
ualf-year, payable lst Docemuber, next.

The Ontarlo bauk has Joclared o div-
tdend of 2 1-2 per cent. for the cur-
rent half-year, payable 1lst D2cember,
next,

The Imperinl Bank of Canada has de-
clared a dividend of 4 per c~nt. fur
the current hall-year. payable 1st De-
cembver, next,

The Canadion Bank of Commerce has
deciared o dividend of 3 1-2 per cent.
for the current half-yrar payable 1st
Necember., next.

The Quebee bank has deelared a divi-
dend of 3 per cent. for the current
half-year, payable 18t December, next,

Banque D'Obe ¢'agtr hin¢ declared o
dividend of 8 1-2 per cent. for the cur-
rent lall-year, payable 182 Dzcember,
next.

‘The Unlon Bank of Canade has de-
clarod a dividend of 8 per cent. For
the current hall-year, payable 1st De-
cember, next,

The Merchants Bank of Canada has
declared a dividend of 4 per cent. for
the current hall-year. payable 1st De-
cember, next, h

Dhe Bank of Aluntreal has declared a
dividend of & per cent. for the current
hall-year, payable 1st Docember, next,

La Banque Ville Marle has declared o
dividend of 3 per cent. for the current
Ialf-year, payable 1st D2cmber, next.

The Freehold Loan and Savings com-
pany has declared a dividend of 3 per
cent. for the current half year, pay-
able 1st December, next,

The directors of the Manclester Fire
Aseurance Company have declared an
interiin dividend of 2s, per shars, be-

ing at the rate of 10 per cent. per’

annum, free of mcome tax.

‘The Ocean Accident has declared a
dividend at the rate of 10 per cent.
per aunum for the half-year ending
30tk June.

The Atlas Assurance Company has
declared an Interim dividend of 38. per
share, {ree of income tax,

The bank of Toronto has dezlared a
dividend of five per cent. for the cur-
rentt:' half-year, payable 1st December
next.

Tha Bank of Hamilton has declared
a dnidend of four per cent. for the
ecurrent haif-year, payable 1st De-
cember, .

The Bank of Ottawa has declarcd
a dividend of four per cent for the
current  Jialf-year, payable 1st De-
«ember .

Barque Jacqies Cartier has declar-
ed n dividend of two and ane half per
evnt for the current half year, pay-
able 1st December,

The divectors of the Dominlon Cot-
tor Company have declared n dividend
o! one and one-haif per cent. for the
current quarter,

The directors of the London and
Lancashire TFire Insurance company
lave declared an interim dividend of
is per share (against 3s. per share
last year,)

THE COMMERCIAL

The dircotors of the Lancashire
Insurance company have declared an
interim divldend for the half-yeur end-
od June 80, at the rate of G per cent,
per annum, free {rom income tax, pay-
able on November 16, \

Fur Trade thcs.

Western Pratrlq, th? sprightly nows-
paper publishied at Cypress River, Man.,,
suggests that an effort should be made
to raise somo gnimal or animals which
would provide skins suitable for eloth-
ing. Tho Commerclal has suggested
something «fmilar  to this in times
past, Since the disappearance of the
hulfalo, we have no native fur suitapie
for staple fur conts and rugs. Our furs
are all too costly for common wear.
Furs are largely usxt in thls ¢ wuntry,
and we are ubliged to tmport fursfor
the conmmoner class of clothing. Some
of the tmported skios aroe of domegtie
animals, w bicl: could no donbt be rafsed
in Manitoba Just as well ag in the
countries whence they are brought, A
very sorviceable coat for commaon
wear. which has a lanze sale in this
country. is made from the Russian calf.
Why not raise thesa at home? Sheep-
gkins of a particular variety are alsu
largely used for coats and jackets. Wo
could no Jdoubt raise thes? gheep to
good advantage here. ’

Dealers in furs wi'l require to exer-
cise great care in shipping thelr col-
lections to distant parties who send
ont cireulars quoting high priees, or
sqdvertise for consignments. Alwayas
make sure that you are shipping to
reliable houses. There are a  good
many sharks in the fur trade, Iligh
prices are quotad somethes simoly to
Induce unsuspecting parties to seud on
their consignments, and as they can-
not follow up their shipments. they
will be force:d to take whatever the
receiver may decide to pay.

Severnl wastern papers have ean-
tained advertivements for the Provi-
dence Fur Co., Providence, R. 1., so-
Uelting cousignments of furs, This ad-
vertisement was sent  to The Com-
mercial. but when wo wrote for cash
in advance, no reply c¢ame to hand,
From what we can learn, it scems
doubtlul If this ro-called company is
in existence nowi though it is report-
o1 that the projsctor of the company
is stariing up under anot' er nawme ag
Q new paint,

The fol'owing table shows the quan-
tities of furs whieh will be offered
at the Hudson’s Bay Co.s January
sales in London, compared with tho
quantities offered in the two previous

Years:
Tota). Total Total

1897. 189G6. 1895.
Badger 1,23 1,954 2,680
Bear .. 9,827 10,672 10,360
Reaver 42,492 51,089 51,02
Fisher 09 41787 4,168
Fax, siiver . 378 978
Fox. cross %8138 931 5,001
Fox. red ........ 23,82 24,562 20,181
Fox. white 3,210 3,483 P ,030
Fox. kitt ... . 59 184 906
Lynx ce vee oo o 41,660 356,036 36.715
Marten ... ... .. 82,807 93,200 102,402
Mink ... . . 68476 26,148 69,935
Musquash 565,204t 551,713 813,169
tter o .. . 9,868 9,131 8,962
Skunk .. ... .. 10426 18,738 13,02¢
Wolf . weere we 720 3,801 2,585
Wolverine ... 918 820 BT

Also the following: Radbbit sking, 98-
530; raccoun, 3,951: musk ox, 318, dry
halr scals, 2,623; salted halr seals, 128.
Thoe Hudson’s Bay comnany will also of-
fer about 13,000 salted Northwest const
fur scalskins and 2,500 dressed North-
)lvgs;st const fur scalskins on Jan. 17,
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Advertising Vancouver.

Mr, W. W, McCreaney, o Yancouver,
is registered at thie Queen’s, und ac-
corded at interview to a Free Press
reporter Monduy. Me said: I am
ot my waly to Toronto, Montreal, and
the principal eltles us far as IHallfax,
having teen delegated by the corpora-
tionr anu board of trade ol Vancouver
to put forward the cluaims of our city
asg the bost outfitting polnt for alt
parties who {ntend going to the Klon-
dike gold region We have Lad print-
ed 50000  fjlustroted paumphlots,
which show why Vancouser is the
vest point of departure for the Yu-
kon, and the various routes whfch
may Ube travelle, The one which
we mest strongly recommend s  the
all-Canadian route wlich the ¢ P
N has established via $he Stikine
river Tie source from which the
pampllet is {ssued I8 2 guarantee
that ail the fnformation s periectly
reliable,

“1 Intend remndning iu the c¢ity for
a few days for the purpose of dis-
tributing 1,000 of thess honk'ets, and
will make my flieadquarters at the
C P R waliting rooms, where they
can be hasi free of charge One of the
futeresting features of the pamphilet
is the extensive report of Mr. Wm,
Ogilvie, the PDominion agent, who
began ten years ago to explore the
great northiern reglon, and with this
report is a co'ored map which shows
the several routes, with Vancouver
as the base of supplies. Of course my
cfforts will be mostiy exerted in the
east, where the American roads come
into actuzl competition with the C,
P. R.. and wlere they make clailms
that such points as Seattle are ad-
vantageous for shipping from, Cur
pamphlet contains a  comparative
table of the cost of a complete out-
fit of clothing and groceries at Van-
conver and Seattle, and which show
an actual saving of from ten to f(if-
teen per cent,, irrespective of the
thirty per cent. duty ~which will be
hnposed on incoming gocds.”

Proehibiting the Export ot
Saw Logs.

Toronto, Dec. 20.—Undoubted:iy the
leading event of to-day in  eastern
Canadu is the announcement made
this afternoon in the Ontario legisla-
ture by the comwissioner of crown
lands, ifon. G. M. Gibcon, of the uew
polley ol the provinclal govermment
with reierence to timber limits, The
government has yielded to the pres-
sure of a large majority of lumber-
men, and ol overwhelming public opin-
fon, and decided to put what will be
termed o manuwfacturing clausz in
the timber regulations, the cffect of
which wili b2 to compel the sawing
within the province ol all logs taken
(rom crown timber Innds,

Mr. Gibson showed that the export
of logs had grown from 72000 feet
In 1850 to 277,837,000 feet in 18935,
the value o! the latter belng S2-
339,278, Mr. Gilson justified the
cours? by reason of the fact that the
Increasing export and conscquent re-
moval of the sawing industry was
brought about by artificial and un-
natura! legislation on the part of
tlic United States. which had assumed
to leglslate for Canada n§ well as
themselves, and such legislation could
be adopted in no other way than in
the maraer the government hiad, after
much  deliberation, determin on,
Thige legislation <will certainly cause
consideradble comment in the United
States, and possibly some excitement.



