
Similar agreenients te that moade 'itli the
sugai' relliiors, wvuro ontercdl into, with
iiiýnufticturers of toijacco, starci,, Cooks
Frieild baking po'vder, 'Metonots, atîd
Cross & Blackwell's pickles, Jantes' doute
Iessd, Nestltes food, laundery bille, etr.
Elorts were being miadle te extend the
power of the guild in othrir dirActioîts.
Tt 'viii tierefore bu scen tiîat titis guildi
was rapidly becoming a iitoat dangerous
cotnbiiation. As is usualiy tho ease with

sucli Coli)biiîations, the success atteud(iilgj
thet sugar agreenment induced tihe cesiro te,
extend the influence of the guild, uniil it
'vas becotning a powerful atid utîjust coin-
bination, winch ceuld at pieas're provent
a dealer -front obtaiiîing geooîs ont ternis as
favorubie as other bouses.

Tho con) conibination, the next investi-
.gited, proved te bo the niost iniquitous.
Ït 'as staied that. coal conibinatioiîs ex-
isted at Toronto, Ottawa, Moîitreal and
London. The Toronto association lias
oeen in existence for sonie yeans, and is
alliliated wviLl tîne board of trade, as the
con) section of the board It comprises
both inmporters and retail coni dealers.
Retailers 'vere supplied con) by imîportera
at 75 cents per ton less titan tint price
clîarged tint colmauter. The executive
consistedl of a majority of inporters'
which enabled tint latter to tntuiipulato
affaira to their owi satisfaction. Oaths
of idelity to the rules of the asbociation
'vere required frin not only itneies, but
front their salesmien. The records show
two di&irent finescsof $1,000 encli, imposed
for violations of the rules. '%Vlîeii tiders
'vero asked for -furnishing con), it wvas
custotnrry to ho)d a meeting of the asso-
ciation and fix the price aàt vliech the
tender shouid be nmade. The pri% ilige of
tilling the contract 'vas thon ai%.en te the
inember who would give the lai gent bonus
foY such contract. Fior instance, oit one
occasion tint Ontario Goverîtînent asked
for tenders fur 2,800 tons of con), and
the atember who recei-ved the contract,
paid a bonus to the associationi of $1.500.
Thtis bonus wvas divided taong the im-
porting meiubers of the association, -vho
itumber about half a dozen. Onie-sixth of
such bonuses wvent into the general funds.
Fines were divided in the saine vav, fihe
sixthsaung the importing ntembirs. and
the balance placed to, the gencrai fuxîd.
lIn order t-) avoid. suspicion, in case of
tenders, otller members put in tenders
at bhigLer prices, a seheiùe wvlîît1
no doubt some iii Winnipe.g are familiar
with. In order te, en force th eir mionopoly,
the Toronto coal denlers hall an under-
standing with «United States coilieries,
wvhereby thoso not menibers of theuaso-
ciation wvere unable te obtain sttpplies.
Akltogether the resuit of the éGal comb.na-
tioti 'vas snch as to prAvenit cotupetitieni,I
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atid dent tho objeet souglit in calling for sinail sunt, and would indicate that est-
tenders. Tlie association furtiierwre mcal mîilling must have becu a very un-
took tîpon itseif powers only properiy bc- profitable business ia Eastern Canada.
ioîtgiitg te the courts, by exacting ontîts, lucre are about twouty-fivo nîills eut of
anîd provicliîg files for tiîeir violation. tue conibination, but thoy are ail of sucli

1l lie coffin tnakeis ani undortakers' as. liinited capacity that their influence is not
sociatioti is anotiier itistanîce of ii)cgal tiîaterially foit. lit order to, restriet pro.
comibiiîatioii. lThe collin maîtufacturers duction, each, coinbinatioîî miii is aliowed
and whîolciale deniers in uîîdertaking sup- te turn eut a certain percentago of the
plies hiad ngreed wvith the undertakers' as- total production. Mlillers wvIo inanufac.
sociation te soli otly te menthers of the titre iii excea of the quantity allowed

erganizatioa. To beconto a niemnber of thieî, are sîîpposed te pay a prenîium at
titis organîzation rcquired t1îe consent of the rate of 30 cents per barrel into tito
thea threc aîearest uzîdertakers, and aftcr- association.
wvards the cotnsent of two.tliirds of tînt Biscuit and confertionery manufactur-
executive co.tiniittee Itw'iii thusheseen ers' hav'eassociatiotia for çach. brandi, tint
tîtat, titrougla titis combination, tue under- pritncipal oitject beiîîg te niaintain prices.
takers liad it wvitiîin titeir power te linait Titis tliey ]lave been etunbled to do te gooci
colupetitioa aient at 'viii. As the asso- advantage te, theiseives, for titouga the
ciation practicaily enojyed full coîttrol of prices of the coînmodities used iii tiiese
the sales of caskets a'td supplies, it 'vas branches have greatly dccreased it priceP,
ait easy mottter te, freezo eut undesirable biscuits htte becit kept up to te old
compotition. The resuit of titis is tîtat figures. lt ig thiereforo apparent tîtat
exorbitant prices have frcquently prevail- ptices are îîowv tîuchl hter tuait they
cd, irn titis case afflicted farnulies, wvlio are wouidbeunderfrcecoîipetition. Insonie
often the Ieast able te bear iL, iîaving te classes of finer goods, prices 'vere siiown
itant< te bMont. te bo frot 20 te 30 per cent. highe- titan

lThe coi-doge and binder twiîie combîlina- in the United States. The association
Lion included five mantufacturers in titis lias been in existence about six years.
braxîcî, attd wvss forîîîed on te pooiing The P.-, conîbination is a sornewliat
plan). Uniformn prices 'veto estabiislied, peculiar one. The object is net te, keep
anîd a perceattage Of tine sales adiottedl te up prices-, but te keep pricêes down. It ta
each tirin. It 'vas claiied on behaif of of recent, otigîn, and is coniposcd of lead-
titis combination, that it wvas itistruinentai ing Ontario de'alers, 'vho buy for expert.
in improving the quaiity of binder twine, liie-e deaiers have buyers eut ail througli
whiilst prices 'vere ne bigher tîtat in te jthe pro% ittce, aiid iii order titat theur bîîy.
United States and Britaiti. he five crs ttay purclînse at iowv prices, organized
factoriau have a capacity of nianufactur- efforts are tmade te force pi-ices dowîx iii
ing about twice the quantity of twvine the cities, whiich of course control céouîttry
consumed in Canada, beside wvhicb there mtarkets. As the deniers buy for expert.
'vere otiier factories. un the country, one and <le net seli iii the donlebtie mnarkets,
newv establishnment alone being capable of tlîey find iL te, tei- ittterest te forceliome
turning eut t'venty per cent. of the twvine gprices dowvîî te the lowest possible figure,
used in the country. Tîne biitder twvinu and titis tlîey accoînplisii by selling
comtbination ternîinated a few 'veeks ago, tîtrougli agetîts in the honte City mnarkets"
owing te, the withdrawal freint it of A. WV. Tlîey have aise adopt-d ait organized sys-
Morris & Bro., of 'Mottreai. tem of forcinîg coîîîpetiters eut of the

Illhe Canadian Iron Fouuîders associa- markets. liaawatrllipeet u
tien bas cxisted silice 1865, and includes gbarley, it %vas liowiîa Ltat ne conibinatioùis
eiglîte-n firnîs. IThe prindiple object is existed. lit barbed n ire ait atteîttpt flad
Lte fixing of unifom prices for àtoves anad beeti made te, secure n utuifurni price of
oller goods. It was net showvn that titis I61 cents per peuîîd.
combination liad resuitcd in estabiishingj In~ lire iatsîîrattce, the underwvziters'
exorbitanit prices, but raLlier titat prices gassociation is dt'ait with, nttd iL is dciared
cuxmpared fnvorably wvitli the cost of sint- that titis aisso.àtionî bats brou ë lt about
ilar gouda in the 'United States. On iowv Iiighr rates aIl oý,er the couêatr. lThe
.gIadesto,.espriceswereioverin the United ruies, tariff and sntes of tue association
States, but on base humnera and hi ôh clasa are aIse said by te comnîittee te be of an
goods, prices were ]ower in Canada, in arbitrary nature. Thcre are twvn bidc.s,
sente instances, there are n large nuux- howuiéer, te cevury question, and mi the
ber of rttanufacturets, about forty in ail, opitnion of tnany, the Uuîdutrwi îtelr' aisso-
outsido of te associntionî, and this ne ciation is net an unuîixed evii.
doubt tends te kecp up competitien. Altogether the investigation carried on

The C'atncai Miliers' conîbination 'vas by the combines' coînuittee bas brouglit
fortttud for te purpose of sustaining tie te lilit, îany facta wvhiclt.were previously
prie of ontîtteal aîîd regulating tc pcu aizont tegueri ubeoftis
of ents. ure are tweisty-four milsa in counîtry. Few have iert4jfore, hadl any
the coîniation. Ten other mulis bave idea as te, the extetit atnd tature of these
been ciosedl up, baving been 1pased for that trade coùîbinations. Nothitîg- furtber wilI
purpose by the combitnation, ur, freont $*,00 be done this session, but it is rtnderstood,
te $ý800 per anniunt. This is a iveli known a bill 'iii be introduceci nt the next ses-
precesb of bhutting, uff -umnpetiti)n. The sien of Paithjatîsutit, htavîtsiig for ts ohject
botal cost of closing te toit lniiis atnouitts Ithe sumtnary ,uipreassion of these combi-
te $6,31 Il nnnualiy, witicii is a burprisiiigly I tntions, ti ubts and poolin 1 arrangements.


