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of legal learning, there can lbe no question, perhaps, that, as
bectune the successor of Lord Eldon, he wus as well fitted by
nature to hold high judicial office as any who preceded or fol-
lowed him. His clear head, his ready perception, his willing- îs
to hear argument, hie open mind, hie thorough self.commnand,
mnade a fortunate combination of qualities that reeulted in hie
admirable manner on the bench and in the souad and satisfac-
tory judgments that he rendered. Il ie probably truc that many
surpassed hlm in technical learning, and it may be, as sonie htive
asserted, that his heart was not in the law. He has at least givenl
an example of judicial propriety nnd fitness that suifers in coin-
parison with none. Lord \vVestbury, whose searehing intellect
nnd bitter tongue made him the keenest and least favourable
of critics, expressed the opinion, near the close of his long life,
that; Lord Lyndhurst's was the finest judicial intellect that he
hiad known.

Few can reach the heights woni by the great naines so, briefly
touched on here, because, in truth, there is flot room there. Many
mnust be content te find the end of their journey on the slopeg
hielow. Oppt.rtunity is flot impartial of her favours, and londs
her aid to only a few. But all may hope to rt it upon the
heights: for it is a leeson of judicial history, not o,,ýy iii this
eountry of supposedly greater opportunity, but in Englant, as
Nvell, that from the smallest beginnings have corne naines forever
great in the records of Westminster Hall and Lincoin 's Lin.
Lord Tent3rden 'a rise te greatness f rom the humble position of
the son of a barber of Canterbury, has been recorded. The great
Sugden began life under the saine conditions. But hae who reads
the latter's life in the spirit of enmulation will flnd little of
encouragement except in the fact of his humble. orngin and simail
prospects; for Sugden was no ordinary being carried to the
front merely by deteninination and strict application, aided, as
is usual. in sucli cases, by geod fortune. No doubt; he had has
full share of these qualities and exerted them te his advaiil,..:
but hie must have been gifted with powers of mind which flot
the xnoet patient and intelligent cultivation will develop in most
men. «What lawyer within the experience of any of us could in


