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\va)l. Ciirrt'fl be l^.eIr cn^cr for it v/ss fierce aii<^ their vs-ritlj for

it way rnic!."

Atu-au'.iii.; to tlifi (lisdiictiMi of tin' U :•:(, pcrr.ons may ]tc srild to

fall into tl.i! IkuicI?! of f.'oil, ulicti f.M/iiric, I'Slili'tici', li;^hli,iii ',

voicaii'jcs, liuirlcaofS, carl}i(jtK;hi,s, or any oi!u:r iinmi:illatc cm;-

.culioiiois of divine jtislioo, an* coiiinili.sicnK'd Ji;,'aiii;t jlittn. A';

JusfaiKC-i, 1 m'iiiht liU'iUi jii tlie f.n:iiiies am\ pcsiilt'iicc";, wl.tih Is-

rael oflen c'xpiriiMiCic!. Ai;iot)i; rvciits of ciio(li.'ri> ticu'S, I

X)ui',hl nu'ution tlif scarcity in SfoiUntl aiul Irelnnil, thci farniiic iu

P«J,ri^;, .Mul (livcrsi" other parts of J''ra:iff, and the scarcity in Hritaliv

Oiul I\)!aDtl. i mii'.lit nifiitioii the torrent fri,t:i the inoiiiitam?j

wliich ,sv.c;.it away 2000 persons in Spain. I niiglit mention tlio

desolating; f;artliqiia];cs at Lima, Callao, LisI)OM, (yiibi and many
other places. Jl ini;;hl mention the pligiic, which, \vii!\in less tlian

half a century, raged in Smyrna, Tunis and l\<^y\'A. To come to

our own times and country, I niight mention the sjjotfed fever of

recent date, and the malii^nant jiesfiiential fever, Vihlcb a few years

ayo raged in several of our sea. ports, atid of w Jiieh about .OGOO dicl

in ihe city of Philadelphia. *^ We know him that hafh sa-d, Ven-
geance lje!oni;oth unto me, I v/ill recompence, saith the Lord.

And again, The Lord >^!ull jnd^e hlo people. It is a fearful thing

to fallinto the hands of the livinr; God." lleb. 10. 30, SI. But
David considered falling immediately into the liand of man, as

the. most deplorable of calamities. Great are the mereiir. of a

just and avenging God ; but *' the tender mccics of the wiekcJ

are cruel." Prov. 12. 10. ',

Persons may be said to fall into (lie hand of a man, when re-

duced to a state of scrviiude, or imprisonment, by those, with

whom they were at peace. Such was the case of some, mentioncv!

in the bihie, and to come to our own times, such is the ca"e of

those of our seamen, who have been ** imi)ressed on board British

vessels ;"* and also of such of our seamen, as have been *' seized

* Much has been said respecting the impi'Si^ament of American sea-

nicn, ns one of the threat ciuics tor the present war. ^Ir. Fester in his

letter of Jime 1, 1812, to I\Ir. Monroe says, " I have it in charge to re-

peat to you, Sir, for the information of your i;overnmeiit, that the f;ovein-

ment of His Uoyal Highness the F'rince Regent will co:itinuL' to j^ive the

inost positive orders against the detention of American ciiizens on board
his Majesty's ships ; and that no ditVicuIties, beyond what are recpiisite

for clearly ascertaining the national character of individuals, whose cases

are brought before the Lorils Commissioners of the Admiralty, will be
interposed to prevent or delay their iintuediate discharfie." The impress-
ment ofour seamen is a wrong, which ought to he redressed, not pallmted.
But the vvhole number of our impressed seamen according to the most
ienglhencd list ever pretended l»y the advocates for the preu'ut war, is

very small indeed, compared \^ith the n«n\ber of Persons held iu ahxiUite

slavery, eveu in ihe fingle state of Virginia. Iliccae oi ihf southern


