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family but with no fortmip, niid fontrivod to live on the Bcanty

mcanH left him )>y his futhcr. Those, such <is they were, he

tnuismittod undiminished to his son (ieor^e, my grandfather, who

tliou^h likewise distin)i;uished by his love of literature, was

rcnmrkabh; for his imprudence, and, dying young, left his family

in fjrcat poverty.

The »(ldest son was th(! lleverend Dr. fJeorne CumpljcU, min-

ister of the Establishetl (Jhurch of Scotland in Cupar, Fife (my

father), who, without other patriniony, was inclebted to his father

for an excellent education and a dyin^ admonition that his

descendants, although nuluced in the world, should rtscollect the

race from which they were sprung, and should try to regain the

position in siwlety which had been hehl by their forhcars. So

much for n»y paternal line. I confess I have misgivings alK)ui

our des(U!nt from the Abhof, knowing well from my experience

in jKKligree trials liow easy it is, giving one link, for the claimant

to trace himself up to Alfred, Charlemagne, and the Greek

Emperors.

But in the maternal line I can really and strictly and optimd

fide dedutxj my origin from the kings of Scotland. My mother

was a Hallyburton,* descended from the IJarons of Ilallyburton.

Sir Walter Ilallyburton, her lineal ancestor, in the year 1440

was created a peer by the title of Lord Hallyburton, having

married a daughter of llobert Duke of Albany, llegcnt of

Scotland and first prince of the blood. The Ilallyburtons are

mentioned in Sir David Dalrymple's Annals in the lists of those

killed or taken prisonei-s in tlie battle of Ilalidon and in the

battle of Durham ; and th<.'y were a considerable knightly family

in the time of the Bruccs, although they were not ennobled till

tlieir alliance with the royal dynasty of the Stuarts.

They did not always show due rcs])ect for the rights of the

Church, but they redeemed themselves I)y resolutely joining in

raids against the Piiiglish. The jVIcrton branch being involved

in a dispute with the Abbot of Dryburgh in the reign of James

iJ Campbell, *Thi8, like other proper names of ancient families, has been spelt in a great

variety of ways, Haliburton, Hallibuit(^n, Ilalyburton, Hallyburton, Ac.


