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and

and prcferver of the liberties of Europe, againft A. D*

the attempts of the Houfe of Bourbon, lately de-
*^

figned in the Family Compaft ; for, this conqueft

may be properly called the key to thofe riches,

with which the principals in that league had pro-

pofed to continue the war, and to beat down all

oppofition to their interefts, power and ambi-

tion.

But here let us flop awhile, and review the The difi-

difficulties, hardlhips and fatigues the befiegers
^'J'^^^^j

underwent. It is impoflible to defcribe one half ed with.

of them, which tr,e conquerors had to furmount

in the moft unhealthy feafon. None but thofe,

who have been at the Havanna, anG know the

deftrudtive feafons of the weftern world, can con-

ceive, or form an idea of the fevere duties and

miferics, which they underwent during this long

and vigorous fiege. Nothing but the uncommon
fpirit and perfcverancc of the general officers

feemed equal to the taflc. Yet thefe were miferies,

which in a great meafure might have been pre-

vented or avoided, by a more feafonable expedi-

tion. Had the written advice been admitted to

take place, either there would have been no war

with Spain, or the Havanna would have been at-

tacked, and probably in our pofleflion long be-

ibre the rainy feafon, and thereby faved thofe

victims, which were carried off by ficknefs.

The fpirit of the nation, at this jundure, may How re-

be moft properly reprefented by the addrefles tOp'^^iliII*

his Majefty on the redudion of the French illands

of Martinico, &c. and the Spaivfli port of the

4 Havanna,


