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or so of great peninsvilas upon its seaboard, many great islands off its shores, and the

interior of the land is divided into many separated regions by mountain riiiges or by

deserts. It is a land where man necessarily fell into variety, because of the isolation

that the geography gave. If we look at the other continents,— namely, the Americas,

.Africa, and Australia,— we find that they want this varied and detailed structure.

They each consist of a great triangular mass, with scanty sulxjrdinate divisions. In

all of them put together there are not so many great peninsulas as there are in

Europe. If we exclude those that are within the .Arctic Circle, there are but few

on the four regiilar continents, none of which compare in size or usefulness to man

with the greater peninsulas of the Old Workl. The only one of value is that of Nova

Scotia, in North America.

These regular continents are all in the form of triangles, with their apices pointing

towards the southern pole. Near either long shore lie the principal mountain sys-

tems that give definition to the coast line. The middle jxirtion of each continent is

generally a region of plain, somewhat diversified by lesser mountain systems. Along

cidier shore is a narrow fringe of i)lain land to the east and west of the main moun-

tain chains. Near the northern part of the continent, and aiding to define the base

of the triangle, there is another ystem of mountains having a general east and west

course. With the exception of North America, none of these regular continents have

seas inclosed within their areas,— such bodies of water as form so striking a feature

in the .Xsi.itic continent, which is indeed a lanti of me<literranean seas.

In a word, these continents are characteristically as simple as the .\siatic continent

is varied. Their mass is undivided, and their organic or human histories are neces-

sarily less diversified than in such a land-mass as .Asia.

The continent of Nortn America is, of all the triangular continents, the most nearly

akin in its structure to the great Old-World lantl. In the first place, it is the only one

of these continents that has the same general conditions of climate ; then it has a

far greater diversity of form than the similar masses of South -America, Africa, and

•Australia. North .America has several considerable seas inclosed within its limits or

bordering upon its shores ; iis mountain systems are more varied in their disposi-

tion than in the other regular continents. So that in a way this continent in its struc-

ture lies intermediate between the Asiatic type and what is considered the normal

form of continent?.

Although this varied structure of the continent of North America makes it more

fit for the uses of man than the continents of Africa, South America, and Australia,

there are certain considerable disadvantage? in its physical conditions. To show the

relation of these evil and fortunate features, it will be necessary foi us to consider

the general geography of the continent somewhat m detail.

The point of first importance concerns the distribution of heat and moisture over

the surface of the land ; for on these features depends the fitness of the land for all

forms of life. The influences which principally determine the climate of a continent

come to it from the neighboring seas. The moisture arises there, and finds its way

thence to the land ; and the heat or coolness which modifies the land climate comes

with it.
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