
H
will reply th tt tbe Ihiag i* quite clear and
natural ; it U beoaute the amnesty bad
been already granted •• I have prored.
The ailenoe kept by the difierent authO'

rities after tbe eyenta in Manitoba, In

1871, ibdwa clearly that they ooniider as

ButUoient the proclamation of amneaty alM

ready iMued.
In his letter to MesBra. Kiel, Lepine and

Parenteau, aa well aa in his Proclamation

>

to the people of Manitoba, the Lieutenant
Oovernor of the Province promised to
" tranarait to Uia Excellency tbe Governor
General, tbe evidence of the loyalty of tbe
"Metiii'' and their leaders, in a demon,
tratiou entitling them to tbe moat favor'>

able couHideration." Tbe Honorable Mr.
Archibald did certainly not omit to fultil

this solemn engagement. On tbe other
hand, Lord Lisgar cannot have placed in

his most secret drawer, the report of such
" evidence of loyalty and good faith." So
tbe whole was necessarily made known in

England, and the clemency and generosity
of our Beloved Sovereign are such, that

she could not have refused to aooept tbe
natural consequences ot the act of her re<

presentative.

Uad a renewed declaration of amnesty
been necessary, the Honorable Mr. Ar-
chibald would have solicited it, at lea»t,

when be arrived at Ottawa, and had be
failed to have bis demand endoraed in the
Capital of tbe Dominion, having shortly

affcer gone to England, be would have
?laced his request at tbe foot of the
'hrone, and I do not hesitate to say that

he was bound in honor to go thus far. Had
ail such endeavors been vain, his duty
tbec, fM to disengage bis responsibility

by making known tbe inutility of his

efforts.

But nothing of the kind was required, as

the amnesty had been agreed to, long ere

then. So tbe superior authorities remain-
ed silent, and the Government of Manitoba
quietly continued to act as before. Why
has a change since taken place ? In the
month of December, 1872, a maladroit and
unjust word fell from so high that

its echo SO' nded l3uder than was ex-

pected when it was pronounced. A few
months later, tbe general statesman that

had taken the most active part in the sets

tlement of the Red Kiver difficulties had
breathed bis last. The enemies of the
"Metis" thought that the assurances

{iTen were entombed with him, who, more
than any other, had to protect them, The
printed account of tbe last honors paid to

the remains of Sir George E. Cartier had
hardly reaohed Manitoba, when a new
policy was inaugurated in tbe Province :

On tbe 1st July, 1873, a step w^* Ukeo,
that would have been merely ri Jiculous
had it not been for some parties, the oc-

casion of a deplorable attitude towards an
inoffensive population. The organs of
violence in Winnipeg atBioted with "a cer*

tain business look." easily attributing to
others their own feelings, loudly published
with incendiary comments : 'The War of
Haces revived." Advantage was taken of

the fast ol a drunken man at Ileuae't

Taeern to rekindle hatred, and a spirit of
revenge that soon had its effect.

Tbe election of Sir George H. Cartier
bad occuioned disappointment and spite.

Vengeance was decided upon ; and during
the anniversary week of the election,
warrants were iaaued for the arreat of
Measra. Hiel and Lepine who had so large*
ly contributed tbe same election.

Tbe first stone is not alwayr cast by
those Wtvbout sin. So it happened in this
case. The suit was instituted by one of
the Canadian employees, who, according
to tbe appreciation of their own Gov-
ernment, bad "Joined an armed force

entirely illegal," and partaken in "pro-
ceedings so reckless and eztraordinaiir
that the Governor General and CounoU
could not disguise the weight of responsi-

bility incurred." By one of those who,
according to Earl Granville, •< have ceri*

tainly enhanced the responsibility of the
Canadian Oovemment.'

'

Mr. Farmer who had awom to an infor-

mation, failed to support it in his sworn
deposition ; nevertheleir, he was ^chosen
as %juryman, and swore to report *an im-
partial presentment in a case in which he
was himself^o««cutor.
And it is m accordance with the pre«

sentment of such jurors that criminal
trials are continued, that arrests are made,
and that citizens have to fly to a foreign
land at the risk of being declared oflt'

laws.
*

The public will know later to whom we
are indebted for this new case of excite-

ment, and what has been its consequence
at Ottawa. It will be an easy task to as-

certain who gave the first impulse and
what degree of responsibility has been as«

Bumed by violating the most solemn
promises kept for three years after they
had been made. Such will undoubtedly
be undertaken by some one. For my part^

I shall now bring to a dose what I had to
say on amnesty.
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Ck>nolu8ion-

Before concluding this work which would
be already too long, were not luch an im.-


