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Gtli. That from a caso of distinct atrophic cirrhosis in tho human
bein;^, I liave ht'cii al)lt' to isolatf from varicjus or<^ans of tho luxly a

siniihvr micro-ori^aniHin, wliich j^rown in brotli lias a diplococcus form,

grown upon agar, is present as a short or longer bacillus according to

the age of growth.

This is not the occasion for me to discuss at lenjjfth the bearinsf '>^
try o

these observations upon the nature of progressive cirrhosis in man.

It is only necessary for me to say that if they are confirmed, as per-

sonally I feel they must be confirmed by everyone who proceeds with

sufficient caution to fcjllow tho methods employed by me, then cirr-

hosis of the liver assumes an entirely new aspect. We gain a .satis-

factory explanation at once of such phenomena as the enlargement of

the spleen, which, as has already been noted by more than one

observer, may be made out before there is any sign of portal olistruc-

tion ; we see wliy .so fre(juently there should l»e right-.sided pleurisy,

and may oven find that the (piestion as to whether a case is compli-

cated with ascites or jaundice, depends upcm this micro-organi.sm
;

depends upon whether it sets up a low infiammation of the peri-

toneum, or whether it more especially affects the liver cells and bile

ducts ; while disturbances which may occur not immediately in con-

nection witii tho liver, in the pancreas and in the kidney, would seem

to gain a possible explanation from the fact brought out by me, that

this micro-organism, connnon in the liver cells, is in an advanced

case to be gained from the heart blood and from the kidney.

That the micro-organism only causes cii-rhosis, I do not believe

;

indeed, we may find that it is the cause of more than one disturbance

in the livex', and indeed in other organs. This I base upon the fact that

in the case in which I have isolated this allied form from man, the

micro-organism shows itself capable of existing in several regions of

the body
; in fact of setting up what bacteriologically we regai'd as a

septicemic condition.

The illustrations referred to together with a further note on the

subject, will appear in the next number of the Jouknal,


