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The Australien Naval Defence Act, 51 and
52 vie., c. 32. assented to 2Oth December 1887.
vas passed to give legal effect te the terme of
a provisional agreement between the lmportaI
goverament and the governments of the
.Australien colonies, subject to parliamentary
r atification. (Seo page U60, supra.) Under the
terme of this compact, the Âdmiralty under-
took to construct and equip a fleet of five
fast cruisers, each of 2,575 tons dîsplacement
and 7,500 horse power, and tve torpedo gun-
boats, on the most approved modern build,
each 750 tons and 4,500 horse power, for the
protection of the floating trade ln Australian
waters, and ln order te secure the defence

of certain ports and coaling stations. Of these
vessels, threo cruisers and one gunboat were
te be kept continuaily ln commission, the re-
mainder te be held ln reserve irrespective of
the uouai strength ef Her Majesty~s naval
force employed at the Austraiean station. The
Act stipuiated that these sea-going ships should
be furnished by the importil goyermient, the
colonies paying 5 per cent Interest annually
on the prime cost, such payment net te exceed
£ 35,000 a year ; the colonies lu addition bear-
ing the actual charges ef their maintenance.
tncluding retlred, pay te oftcers and pensions
te men, provided that the annual ceet under
this head should net exceed £91,000. The shipi
vers te be under the sole control and orders
of the naval commander ln chief on the Aus-
trallan station, but te be retained wlthin the
limite of that station. and only otherwise em-
pleyed by consent of the colonial gevernment.
The agreement vas te become blnding be-
tween the governments as seon as the colo-
nial legisiatures passed special. appropria-
tions for the tulfilment of is conditions. F or
the boundaries of the Australien station, as
deffned ln the Act.(ses page 116, supra.)

The agreement vas ratified in 1887 by ai-
inilar Acts passed by the varions Austraiean
Iegislatures. It wai made for a peried of '.en
years at least and It could only be termlnated
then or thereatter upon twe years' notice. The
ninth annual contribution of £126.000 for ceet
and maintainance et coastal detence vas al-
loted among the varlous Australisian colonies.
on the basis ef population, as follows :

EstimatEd Amoijut
Population ofColony. lonDecmlvr Allotinent.

£

Victoria ..... ........... 1,175,490 33,088
New South Wales ........ 1,346,240 37.886
Queensland.... ........... 498.533 14,030
South Australia ........... 367,934 10,355
Western Australia........ 168150 4,732
Tasinania ......... .... ... 177,341 4,990
New Zeeland...........743463 20,924

Total ý..... ....... 4,47,151 £126,000

Although it cannot be said that titis con-
tribution is at ahl what It ought te be, or
sucb is should be expected from Canada, 't
showed a patriotie spirit, and set a good
example to the other dependencies of the
empire. I hope It will flot be long before

that spirit la emulated by the Dominion,
whlch should flot any longer expect to re-
ceive the protection of the imperlal nay
wlthout paying a dollar towards its main-
tenance, and that the recent weighty utter-
ances of the Colonial Secretary ln South
Africa on this subject vill be heeded by
the government, the parliament and the
people of Canada.

Before I resume my seat, I cannot help
referring to, the Inroads death la yearly
making in this body, and espediaily to the
large number of good and useful men who
bave dlsappeared from this stage of life
since we last met ln this Chamber, and to
whorn the hon. leader of the opposition,
has s0 touchingly referred. I amn sorry
to say 1 arn the only senator present
here to-day of the seventy-two, original
senators, whose narnes were contained
lu the Queen's proclamation of union, and
who, witnessed. the Inauguration of the firet
parlia ment of the united provinces of
British North Âmerica ln 1M07. The re-
trospection would have a saddening efrect
on my mmnd If it were not for the brlght
aide of the picture preaented ln the pros-
perity and inevItable future destiny of
Canada, as the resuit of confederation. It
la no emall satisfaction to-day to, those who,
were ln any degree responsible for the great
experiment of Canadian confederation, of
whom I arn one of the few remaining, that
our mont sanguine anticipations have been
more than reallied; that the Domonlon te-
day presents the happy picture of a loyal,
contented and prosperous people, from ocean
te ocean, and that the dies whlch bind Can-
ada to the empire were neyer strônger or

more higbly valued than tbey are at the
present hour.

The motion was agreed. to.

The Seuate ndjourned.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, TuesdaI, Mai-ch 17, 1903.

jThe SPEAKER took the Chair at Three

o'clock.

Prayers and routine proceedlngs.

NEW. SENATOR.

Hon. W. 0. EDWÂRDS, of Rockland, On-

tarlo, was introduced and took his seat.


