
The Constitution [SENATE] of the Senate.

selfish part of the affair is this, that the
hon. gentleman is willing to have the
future nominees of the Senate appointed
by some other power than the central Gov-
ernment, but he wants the present mem-
bers to remain in the Senate as long as
they live. I think if there is to be any
remodelling of the Senate there should be
a clean sweep, and let every one come in
on a fair basis, because it would be a most
extraordinary doctrine, to my mind, that
you should have men here representing
different systems, either of election or no-
mination. They would come in conflict
with each other, that would be certain.
Therefore, I think the true way would be,
if we think there is anything which re-
requires remodelling, to make a sacrifice of
ourselves on the altar of our country. If
we show that disposition we will meet
with public approval-we will retire and
allow others to be returned by some other
system. My confrère entered the Legis-
lative Council under the old system. He
knows what elections under that system
were. The old elections were of a most
expensive character. It was almost im-
possible to traverse the whole country, and
I do not think that men would undertake
it except under very different circum-
stances, and do you think there was any
difference in the kind of men elected or the
tactics employed ? No. In some cases
elections were carried on with great
virulence and extreme measures were
resorted to to secure the return of the
candidates under the elective system.
Therefore, there would be no change in
that respect, and I do not think under all
the circumstances, that you can improve
matters unless you make a total change,
and in that case we should leave our places
here and allow our positions to be filled by
gentlemen in whom the country has
greater confidence. But until there is a
general opinion expressed adverse to the
Senate, we shouild stay where we are. It
is true there are some articles published in
the newspapers on the subject, but if the
writers were to put their names to them
you would not think they amounted to
much. They appear anonymously and
seem to represent the views of a party,
whereas they represent only the views of
the writers. I do not think that they re-
flect the popular opinion of the country,
and they should not be taken into consid-
eration at all. We should.meet those dif-

ficulties when they arise as men. Another
argument that has been used is that there
is not sufficient employment for the SOnate,
That is an argument without any force-
Everyone admits that our work is do,0

well-that every care is bestowed by the
Senate in perfecting the legislation whlch
comes before it. It is said and I believe
it will be the case, that the GovernmlTent
will give more work to the Senate ver
soon, so that there will not be so many .
journments. Another complaint that '
made is that we have no Minister of the
Crown in this House with a portfolio.
do not know that we have anything to
complain of in that respect. The J{on's
has been well led and we can find no failt
with the Government on that account.
have no doubt that the Government *'
make the change which is desired as 80oo
as circumstances will permit but suc
changes cannot take place at once.
know the difficulties with which the (;OV
ernment have to contend, and we mus

ive thom time to reflect on theso matters
have no doubt they know just as well lis

we do that it would be desirable if two or
three gentlemen holding portfolios coald
be in this House, giving them addition"
power in the Senate. I do not know, hoW-
ever, that we have mach to complain of
because of their absence. I have been but
a short time in the Senate, but I au, coO-
scious ofhaving done my duty to the 0t0"t
of my power, acting conscientiously and
without any inteference from the Govert-
ment. No member of the Cabinet and n10

one representing the Government bs
asked me to vote one way or anothe'
on any question. I have voted on my
own responsibility and I intend 0, tO
do until the end of the chapter. If a
Liberal Government came in, I should do
precisely the same thing. I think it
is right when we come here that we should
throw aside any partizan spirit that we
may have entertained and view public ques-
tions calmly and dispassionately. I never
was elected a member of any legislatve
body before I was appointed here, as the
hon. member from Montreal was. That
was my misfortune and not my fault, but
I am willing to be instructed by my elders
in the Senate, and I have found great
advantage by taking advice from various
gentlemen here in many matters on which
I had not sufficient information. I thine
if gentlemen would act that way and We
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