
COMMONS DEBATES

by large industry for more than a year. Giant corpora-
tions like the Alcan Corporation were simply flouting
the law. Any fines they would get were simply considered
to be the cost of doing business. That is no way for
Canada's environment to survive.

Let me give another example right in the backyard of
Parliament. A company by the name of Tioxide has just
closed, one of the worst toxic contaminators of the entire
St. Lawrence system. Over the last 10 years its opera-
tions in Europe have been under intense scrutiny and
regulation by the governments in Europe. It has recently
been given environmental awards for being so environ-
mentally appropriate. Here in Canada because of signifi-
cant non-compliance, lax enforcement and weak-willed
politicians it remained one of the worst polluters in
Canada. When it was actually told to start cleaning up
even a little bit, it simply shut its doors, gave the flying
fickle finger of fate to Canada and moved its operations
offshore.

That will continue to happen if we go the route of the
North American free trade agreement, which my friend
from Kamloops touched upon. Environmental standards
will go to the lowest common denominator on the
continent if that piece of legislation regrettably gets
through in a majority Liberal or Conservative govern-
ment coming to power later in 1993. The North Ameri-
can free trade agreement stands as the largest single
danger that has ever been considered to the environ-
ment of North America.

Overwhelmingly Liberals and Conservatives are op-
posed to full cost accounting and in fact I must say many
New Democrats are as well, principally as a result of
misinformation within society generally.

Let us look at the integrated vertical ownership and
structure of the media in this country which is in the
hands of people like Conrad Black. Noam Chomsky has
been mentioning this for years in his books, such as
Manufacturing Consent. If we allow the private sector
with certain vested interests to take raw resources and to
use the environment simply as a waste disposal area and
to sacrifice labour and if those same integrated economic
interests control radio, television, newspapers and maga-
zines, one does not have to be a rocket scientist to realize
that the likelihood of having an educated population able
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to fight for their own rights and able to protect the
environment is close to zero.

I regret to say that in the 14 years I have been here I
have seen a continual and dismal decline in the coverage
of environmental issues in this country by what is
described as the mainstream media.

That includes the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
where since it was taken over by the Progressive Conser-
vative Party as a mini Senate the control of the media is
obvious to anyone who wants to look. It is not the issues
and how they cover them, it is the issues that are chosen
to be covered which is where the CBC management, the
Tory management, managed to manipulate Canadians
into thinking that everything is nice and warm and okay
when it comes to the environment.
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Regrettably it is only when there are disasters and
catastrophes that we get a response from this House.
There has to be a Nestucca spill or an Exxon Valdez or a
tire fire before governments leap to action and enforce-
ment agencies start to lay the plethora of charges they
have at their fingertips.

Our environment continues to decline because those
who believe that the institutional approach we are taking
is working are those who believe that the solution to
pollution is dilution which is the ultimate ironic lie.
Those who believe that resources are solely for exploita-
tion and not for protection and conservation are of a
similar mindset. They are the same people who believe
that the externalization of waste is of no cost or concern.
Their eyes are only drawn to the balance sheet and the
balance sheet of the world is already demonstrating as
we know.

Just today while we give these speeches to close the
House for this 34th Parliament, 40,000 children on this
planet will die of preventable disease. Yet there is so
little being done in this country to deal with that or many
of the other crises that the planet faces. Naturally the
environment will decline into the foreseeable future
while Canadians are offered the existing political system
in its unbalanced form as their only option based on
go-for-it policies, election after election.

We heard a moment ago from a member from Alberta
who said how great it is that the New Democrats have
been wiped out in Alberta and Mr. Klein is now the
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