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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, January 26, 1988

The House met at 11 a.m.

Prayers

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
CUSTOMS TARIFF

TABLING OF REMISSION ORDERS

Hon. Tom Hockin (Minister of State (Finance)): Mr. Spea-
ker, pursuant to Standing Order 67(2), I have the honour
today to table in the House three tariff remission orders each
of which remits over $20 million during a five-year period.

While the Government made a commitment to the Standing
Committee on Public Accounts.in respect of income tax remis-
sions, I am tabling these tariff remission orders in the spirit of
openness and transparency and because of the similarity bet-
ween the two types of remissions.

PETITIONS

PROPOSED FREE TRADE

Mr. Nelson A. Riis (Kamloops—Shuswap): Mr. Speaker, it
is an honour to present a petition pursuant to Standing Order
106 from a number of constituents who point out that the Con-
servative Government does not have a mandate from the Cana-
dian people to conclude a free trade agreement with the Uni-
ted States.

They believe that the trade agreement negotiated by the
federal Government threatens the very fabric of Canadian
political and economic sovereignty by removing the power of
the Canadian Government to effectively control foreign
ownership and to develop Canadian energy resources in the
best interests of Canadians or to equalize the opportunities
between the regions of the country.

They also point out that the proposed deal would deny
Canada the policy freedom to determine its own economic
future which thereby undermines our ability as a country to
build a society distinct from that of the United States.

Since this denies Canadians the secure access to the U.S.
market that was the key objective in these trade negotiations

from the outset, and since it also threatens the loss of hundreds
of thousands of jobs, they are asking Parliament now to dis-
solve and allow the people of Canada the opportunity to accept
or reject the proposed free trade agreement in a general elec-
tion.

[Translation)

Mr. Jean-Robert Gauthier (Ottawa—Vanier): Madam
Speaker, it is my honour and duty to present four petitions to
the House.

Your petitioners humbly declare that the Mulroney Govern-
ment has sold out Canada and received nothing in return, whe-
reas Canadian industries are still not protected from U.S.
trade laws, whereas the United States obtained everything it
wanted in all key sectors, especially agriculture, energy, auto
trade, financial services and investment, whereas thousands of
Canadian jobs are threatened and the Conservative Govern-
ment has not provided for any adjustment assistance for Cana-
dian workers.

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray and call upon Par-
liament to denounce the Government for signing the Mulro-
ney-Reagan trade agreement.
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[English]

Mr. Iain Angus (Thunder Bay—Atikokan): Madam Spea-
ker, pursuant to Standing Order 106 I have the duty and the
honour to present a petition signed by a number of Canadians
who are expressing their concern about the Mulroney-Reagan
trade deal.

They are concerned about the impact on our sovereignty,
about losing effective control of our foreign ownership, deve-
lopment of Canadian energy resources, and on and on.

In conclusion, the petitioners call upon Parliament to dis-
solve and allow the people of Canada the opportunity to accept
or reject the proposed trade agreement during a national gene-
ral election.

Mr. Rod Murphy (Churchill): Madam Speaker, again I
have the honour to present a petition on behalf of Canadians
who express their concern with the trade agreement that has
been negotiated by the Conservative Government. They believe
that it threatens the very fabric of the Canadian political and
economic sovereignty by removing the power of the Canadian
Government to effectively control foreign ownership, to



