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capita, by a considerable amount, as they
actually got under the systein we did follow.
But we could do what 1 have said.

Mr. GRAYDON : What does the minister
mean whenl he says tbey would nlot have got
as mucb?

Mr. ILSLEY: Because only about eighty
per cent of the public applied. Under this
other system 100 per cent would have got
sugar, wbether tbcy applied Xor it or nlot.
The point 1 arn trying to mnake is--

Mr. GRAYDON: La the minister going
to give sugar to people who do nlot a.pply for
it at ail?

Mr. ILSLEY: They do that in other
countries.

Mr. CRAYDON: I did flot advocatc that.

Mr. ILSLEY: Oh, no, the hon. member
bas flot advocated anything.

Mr. GRAYDON: Oh, yes, 1 have.

Mr. ILSLEY: Wcll, if the hon. memxber
bas, it is purely negative. 1 arn in-terested
in constructive suggestions as to> the .best
way of rationing sugar for caflfiflg purposes.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bow River): Then- do
flot go to the Conservative party for it.

Mr. ILSLEY: I do flot care wherc I go
for it. We did want as much canning to be
donc as could he donc, and that was the reason
for this joint advertising under the auspices
of the wartime prices and trade board and the
Department of Agriculture. We did that
advertising because we wanted to conserve
as mucb fruit as possible. Applications came
in for 210,000,000 pounds of sugar, instead of
the 106,000,000 pounds whicb had been used
in the previous year. We sold the desirahility
of canning fruit; in fact, we oversold it;
There is no doubt about that. Perhaps it
would not have been necessary to encourage
the people to can fruit. I do nlot think it
would have made much difference if we bad
said, mayhe you will not get the sugar you
require.

Mr. GRAYDON: Will tbe min ister do
that again next year?

Mr. ILSLEY: Perhaps we will not.

Mr. GRAYDON: I do flot think you
should.

Mr. LLSLEY: Perhaps we will not. You
correct your errors as you go along; every-
body does that. But the main point is how
to handie this rationing of sugar for cannixig
purposes. Could wc do what we did last

ycar? Could we adlow people to go into a
groccry store a.nd mnake out a slip, hand it to
the grocer and get what they nccded for can-
ning purposes? That went on for two months,
and we know the abuses that devclopcd in
that time wcrc serious. Lt was quite obvious
that that sbould not be repcatcd. Sbould we
make a flat distribution for thc wholc popula-
tion? Should wc make a per capita distribu-
tionl for ahl applicants? Should we advcrtise
for applicants, try to, get people to put in
their applications in the spring, as we did
this ycar? That was the real purpose of tbe
advertising, to get persons to put in their
applications early in the year s0 that we
would know who wanted sugar and would be
able to make as good a distribution as possible.
Should wc make eacb one the saine as the
others? I do flot know about that. What
we did wvas to give aIl the ration districts the
saine amount per capita of applicants.

MT. GRAYDON: You gave each ration
district the same amount, having in mind
the number of applicants?

Mr. LLSLEY: That la rigbt; the saine
amount per capita of the applicants. Somne
were rural districts predominantly; some were
urban districts predoiminantly, but nearly al
were both rural and urban. Wc said to the
ration boards, "You know your local condi-
tions; you have so much sugar; make the
distribution ini the most equitable way you
can." Some of the ration boards went at
it and made thýings rather difficult for tbem-
selves. Tbeyvaried it as between rural dis-
tricts and urban districts; they applied
various rules which tbey thought were equit-
able, and went at it in that way. Others took
an casier way. That was decentralization of
authority. We have becn told time after
time that we should not try to run everything
from Ottawa. We handed this over to 550
local ration, boards, and that is the thing the
hon, gentleman denýounces us for doing.

Mr. GRAYDON: Just a minute: mv hon.
friend should not put words into my mouth
again.

Mr. ILSLEY: Exactiv; hie said, do not pass
the huck.

Mr. GRAYDON: I did net suggest any-
tbing like the minister says 1 did. and he
knows that very well. I arn trying te find out
froma the minister why certain sections are
getting more sugar than others. and I think
he ought to answer that question.

Mr. LOCKHART: 1 tbink I have given
away about as much time as I should. While
I cannot suggest anything that might be an


