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PEACE RIVER RAILWAY OUTLET

Mr. D. M. KENNEDY (Peace River)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this liuse, the Peace
Rivcr country ehould lie connected by a direct
railwdy outlet to the Pacifie coast.

He said: I realize that the house may be
somcewhat impatient at the introduction once
more of this subject, because I have spoken
on it s0 many times in this chamben.
Eveny time I rise now to discuss the subjeet
I am reminded of the predicament of a
Pnesbyterian min isten in Scotland wlio
preaehed the saine sermon on two succeeding
Sundays. Two of his eldens were busy coin-
plaininig about it when tlie beadle came up
and asked thema what the sermon was about.
Neither of themn knew, so tlie beadle said,
"We shaîl have to ask the minister to preacli
that sermon again." That is thec reason I
am bringing up again this question of a direct
outiet for the Peace River country, notwith-
standing the fact that this is the tcnth or
twelfth debate on it; for it is stili a matter
that calîs for action.

I do not want to take uip much of tlie
time of the house this affennoon dealing
with statistics or in any unnecessary repetition
because I think the subject is pretty well
known f0 lion. membens. The Peace River
country was settled about 1910, and fromn
1910 to 1920 a population of 20,000 settiers
became establishcd in that district. We had
another wave of settlement bctween 1927 and
1931. During those ycars about 1,'000,000M
acres of land wene developed and intensely
cultivated, and about another 5,000,'000 acres
wene alienated from the crown to set tIers.
The population in 1920 stood around 20,000
and to-day it is 40,000.

A great many people ask why settlers wvent
into thlat counfry. Wcll, they wcnt chielly
because the Canadian Northern Railway in
1910 was sunveying a route flirougli f0 the
Pacifie coast, through the Peace River coun-
try, via Grande Prairie, and on westward to
fhe Pacifie. I remnember being told in 1911
in Grande Prairie by sonie Canadian Northern
Railway engineers that inside of thrce yeatrs
we should have direct connection with thie
Pacifie coast. Howcven, the Canadian North-
cmn story is familiar f0 tlic bouse. That rail-
way wvas not buiilt flirougli, but later the
Edmonton and Dunvegan railway was built
fnom Edmonton to ftie Peace River country,
and that is the railway that serves that
country to-day.

Wc were promiscd an outlet in 1911. In
1922 Sir Henry Thornfon made a statement
regarding fthe conditions under wvhicli lie as
hcad of the Canadian National Railways
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would be willing to recommend an outlet.
This statement of his has been abused and
misrepresented. The statement was to the
effeet that when the Peace River country
produced 10,000,000 bushels of wheat for three
successive ycars, or the equivalent in tonnage
for cxport, he would be willing to recommend
the construction of a Peace River outiet. I
shall fot take up the time of the house going
into details. Suffice it to say that we have
reacbed the point not of 10,000,000 but of
12,000,000 bushels and if you take the equiva-
lent tonnage in cattie, timber and so on you
will find that we 'have liad that 10,000,000
bushels or the equivalent in tonnage flot for
three years but for five or six.

The Peace River outiet lias be-en promised
by the leaders of the twvo great parties in
ev.ery eleetion since 1924--definitely in 1925
and 1926 as well as in 1930, and also in this
house. We have had surveys made of every
availahle Toute. I do not believe there wvas
ever any piece of projected railway better
planned or witha regard to which there was
fuller investigation than in connection wvith
the Peace River otie-t. We have had almost
continuous surveys since 1922. A f ew years
ago the Canadian Pacifie Railway made an
airplane survcy of every pass north from
Yellowhead pas'ý to the boundary of Alaska;
I bolieve that every trcc, cvcrv mound
and every pos~sible route wvestward to thc
Pacific is well known. If there is any menit
in the matter of planning, in planned cconomy
Nvith respect ýto ra.ilway construction, I do flot
think fliere was ever a railway that was
planncd. with more knowledge of ail the facts
than is available in conneetion with the Peace
River outlet.

The recommendations; of tlic engineers who
have investigaýted this matter have been rather
diseouraging, I will admit. I remember in
1926 they told us of the millions we sliould
lose if we but t he outlet-possibly a million
a. year. Thev implicd at Ieast that the
Edmonton Dunve gan would nevur pay, and
that, if tlic outiet woe built the Edmonton
Diunvegan would be ruined. I (Io not know
of a singleo solitary statemient made 1w' the
engineers regarding the possibulity of flie
Dunvegan paying, or rcgarding the possible
development of flic Peace River, that lias flot
l)een proved wvrong in the intervcning ycars.
The Dunvegan railwaY paid in 1927 and I will
elaini flus-and it is truce, as the figures will
show -- it notwithistanding the recesslon in
l'ailwxav earnings sinee 1927, the operating
ratio of the. railway serving the Peace River
country shows a more favourable rnsiîlt than
(Io flie riiilways fhroughbout ftie rest of Can-
ada to-day.


