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ing as number six in this preliminary order
païper handed te me by the afficers of the
Rouse.

Mr. MACDONALD (AnltigonisheGuys-
borougli): That is entirely dijferent.

Mr. MEIGHEN: If the government had
any other ordier of business they should have
notified the officers of the House. Apparently
the govern.ment has deceived the officers of
the House as well, as the House itself. That
order of busine'ss--and it cornes irnmediately
after the report of His Exceillewy's speech-
is in these words:

The. leader of the House ioves that the. Speech
be conaidered en a certain day, and tiat the. debate
there<m. have precedence.

Sa the government need not have had any
apprehension that tlhey would hang long be-
tween heaven and earth without having their
position challenged in this Houâse.

Hon. Hl. H. STEVENS (Vancouver Centre):
Mr. Speaiker, I should like ta refer ta a ques-
tion asked by my hon. friend (Mr. Lapointe)
who assumes the riglit ta lead tihe House at
this time. He asked: How could notice have
been given? I wish to bring te the attentaon
of Your Honour, before you give your ruling
on the point of order, how in rny estimation
such notice could have been given. Rule 40
provide.q:

Two daye' notice "hl i. given of a motion for,
leuve ta preaent a bill, resolution or addreue,

And so on. This marning I received in my
mail box in the usual- way a copy of number
anc of the Votes and Proceedinge of the
House of Commons of Canada, dated Thurs-
day, Janiuary 7, 19M6. This document, which
is the officiai record of the House, and upon
wMhouch notice shouWd appear, as hon. mem-
bers who have nat had the privilege of sitting
in this House before, wiil Iearn during the
coming wceksi--Vhds document sets forth ac-
curately what occurred. yesterday; giveig a list
of the inembers returned ta serve in tihis
parliament, which is also quite in order; gives
a statement hy the secretary of His Excel-
)ency the Governor General and some state-
mente by the chief electoral officer, and gives
aieao tihe stateinent by Your Honour which
was read yesterday.

Now, before adjournment yeaterday-which
was mnoved in the ordjinary way-there was
ample time for the hon. gentlemen (Mr. La-
pointe) to have notified the House that ta-
day he intended to make a given motion.
My hon. friend tries ta be sarcastic, but he
is welI acquainted. with .the amenities of par-
liament, the little caurtesies whi<fh from. time
ta timne are observed. But titis is net only a

lack of courtesy on hie part, it is a violation
of a rule of the HouS. He could have handed
his motion to the officersi of the House Yes-
terday after Mr. Speaker took the chair and
before he moved the adjournment. Then his
notice of motion would have appeared in
the Votes and Proceedings and woul have
been in order for debate.

Mr. LAPOINTE: Not to-day.

Mr. STEVENS: My hon. friend says "Not
to-day". By that interjection he unoovers
ta us the reason why lie ddd nov give the
notice yesterday. What is the reason? He
couid net have madle this motion toý-day.
That is the reason. My hon. friend says in
effect: I will defy the rules of the Houale, I
will wholly disregard them, and I will intro-
duce this motion to-morrow and so "put one
over" the House.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to fortify my
argument by reference to a statement madA,
in the public press-a statement which came
from the lips of William Lyon Mackenzie
King, the gentlemran who stili dlaims to be
Prime Miinister of this country, but who con-
stitutionall'y is not Prime Minister. That
gentleman, not a member of this parliament,
states in this morning's pre s:

Once the Speech froni the Throne le delivered, the
goverient propoes ta exercise ate normal powerfi
unless it shotrld be challenged inunediately by the
oppcoiticn.

I pause to say that we have no objection to
the group of hon, gentlemen opposite assum-
ing the right to Iead this House as a govern-
ment, to attempt te carry on, but, as my
right hon. leader (Mr. Meiglien) says, we will
challenge them on the first opportunity. But
they take another course.

If the government ehojld be so chailenged, its future
wi da'pend en rwhether or neot it can obtain a
mai ority in the Hlome oif Coinxnons.

Premier Mackenzie Xig se.id lest night that he did
not regard -the élection of the Speaker a a vorte of
confid ence lu the govermuent. The choice of a Speaker
was a fonction of çarliament, and the selection did not
neceisrily imply thet the government had the approvai
of the Oominons.

On the other lund, ha made it clear -that the.
govemmeent proposez ta resunie ite fuill powers after
the Throne Speech is delivered. The delivery cf thie
Speech implied snch a refflmmption. of power, ha
aaid ....

I want you, Mr. Speaker, and the members
of the House te notice that.

The deLivery of the Speech implied such a resump-
tion of power, ha eeid. It was the right of the.
opposition to question the position of the govienment
ehodd it a> desire, but laing this the goArerniment
functioned. i a normal mauer.

Since the election the goverament bas refrained f roin
exercising the poswer of appoinent, and ccasequoeitly
a number of vacancies are umMed. The abova state-
nment indicates, however, that unlesn challenged lm;


