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the desire for domination of the Prussian
people. Yes, that was the immediate cause,
but there were underlying causes deeper
than that, Mr. Speaker. There was first f
all this fact—that we lived in a world where
force was the ultimate arbiter, and until
we live in a world where force is not the
ultimate arbiter, that is to say force used
by one nation against another, wars are
almost bound to occur. It occurs to me,
Mr. Speaker, that before the war broke out
the civilized world was like a western min-
ing camp, where each man was dependeat
for his own safety and security upon the
revolver or the bowie-knife he carried. But
in a western mining camp the good s2nse
of the community revolted at such a con-
dition of affairs, because it always led to
murder and sudden death. Therefore, they
erected Judge Lynch’s Court, and Judge
Lynch called upon the respectable citizens
to band together and put down the outlaw,
the bandit and the desperado. That is the
situation in the world to-day. Judge Lynch’s
Court, the League of Nations, is in process
of formation, and it is for all the well-
intentioned peoples of the world to rally
round a league to enforce world-wide peace.
And it is something to be said for the
North American continent that the great
protagonist of that idea comes from this
side of the Atlantic. I refer to the work
of Woodrow Wilson, whose name will go
ringing down the ages as that of a man who
tried to reconstitute the world on a better
basis. He has been supported by nearly
all the great men of the Motherland—by
Lloyd George, by Lord Robert Cecil, by
Viscount Bryce. Viscount Bryce said in a
letter which he wrote to a great meeting
for the purpose of promoting the ideal,
“we must destroy war or war will destroy
us.”” Not only was the fact of force being
the only arbiter one of the causes of war,
but there was the vast interest which cer-
tain classes in every civilized nation had
in manufacturing armaments; there was
a personal interest in keeping up inter-
national friction in order that private gain
might ensue. And last, but perhaps not
least, was secret diplomacy, the inter-
national relations of practically every
country in the world being conducted not
by the representatives of the people, but
by a small group in each country. Time
after time this was the case; instance after
‘instance might be cited where the different
civilized nations of the world did not know
to what their governments had committed
them.
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I have a suggestion which, in view of
the financial experience of the Acting
Prime Minister (Sir Thomas White) and
my own inexperience, I offer with a good
deal of diffidence, but it has such a common
sense ring about it that I believe he and
‘the rest of the members of this House will
regard it as reasonable. We have a vast
expenditure outlined. I do not believe
that the Canadian people know to-day in
what financial position we are, and I sug-
gest that the Acting Prime Minister, who
carries also on his broad shoulders the
heavy burden of being Finance Minister—
a burden which, I am sure, is grievous to
bear these days—will bring down and place
before the House at the earliest possible
moment a succinct statement of the liabili-
ties of this country. It is quite true that
we may have to spend vast sums for re-
construction and in order to provide em-
ployment during the term of reconstruction.

But we must be careful about it. A large
amount of this money will be borrowed.
If we borrow too much the lenders will
begin to look askance even at our bound-
less resources and even at the ability of
those who are conducting the affairs of the
country, and say: We cannot lend you any

-more money. That would be a sad con-

dition; so I think it would be proper and
fitting that such a statement be laid before
the House at an early date.

We all hate taxation. In a few days I
will have to write a cheque, with great
regret, to the order of the Receiver-General
of Canada for income tax. Although per-
sonally I am glad that it is as small as it
is, as a citizen I know that it should be
a great deal larger; and if T may offer
advice at this time to the Finance Minister
it is that the income tax of the country
should approach the scale of the income
tax in the United States and in the United
Kingdom. 8o far, the rates of taxation
imposed on large incomes in Canada have
been away below the rates imposed in the
United States and in the United Kingdom.

It has been stated that the War-Time
Elections Act should remain on the statute
book of Canada until it is superseded by
some other Act. I take issue with that
statement, and I believe that my feelings
will be shared by many sitting on the op-
posite side as well as by those sitting on
this side of the House. The War-Time
Elections Act, Mr. Speaker, is a blot on
the statute book of Canada. I am not al-
lowed, I believe, to characterize as iniqui-
tous, legislation passed by the House of
Commens and the Senate and signed by the
Governor-General. But I will take the
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