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-spoke on the Bill referred to, when it was under dis-
cussion bore, whether I held the same views to-day that I
did thon. Sir, I have referred to the report of the speech
made by myself on that occasion. I bave rend it over care-
fully, and there is not a single statemenL in that speech,
made in 187, that I am not prepared to-day to endorse, and
at the same time to sustain the Bill before the House. Sir,
what was the position assumed by the hon. gentleman on
that occasion, in introducing his Bill? It was for the
wholesale distribution of the lands in the North-West into
vast monopolies, nominally for the purpose of building rail.
ways, but which, practically, would not have built one. Sir,
ho endeavored to croate the idea that the $10,000 worth of
land per mile which ho proposed to give would build a
railway at that time. Why, Sir, it would not have begun
to build railways; it has not begun to build railways to-day,
as we have found from experience. The hon. gentleman
challenges the statements I made on that occasion, and I
answered him in this way :

" He did not know what the opinions of gentlemen from Ontario and
Quebec might be, nor did he care. He had one thing to do, and that
was his duty. His duty in this case he conceived to be to call the atten-
tion of Parliament to the proposed spoliation of western land. It would
be unjust to the other Provinces to pass an Act like this, which would
enable railway speculators and companies to absort three-fourths of the
whole western territory-that territory on which they hoped to construct
the great Canadian Pacifie road. He yielded to no one in the desire to
benefit the North-West, but he certainly could not approve of an Act
such as that now before the House. He could not believe in a secherne
which would enable speculators to absorb millions of acres of land,
with which it was hoped the country might be recouped for the money
it was now spending in opening up that great territory. They had a
right to expect something better from the Government ihan that. If the
Administration really desired to open vp the country, by all means let

in this House; take up each of these Bills and discuns them
upon the merits; and if the railway is entitled to aid, if the
location is satisfactory, and if the railway is to give facili.
ties to the population and a large measure of accommoda-
tion to the public, then let us give that company such aid
as is necessary. But do not let us do what the hon. member
for Bothwell asked us to do by bis Bill, and pass a measure
to lay the whole country under contribution to a band of
railway speculators. Sir, I will read a little more of the
speech to which my hon. friend has chosen to refer, and
which ho challengod at the time:

"l He should have said to them: 'You are going to make thousands of
miles of railway under that Bill, if there is land enough; you are going
to let the whole of that territory be absorbed by private speculators.'
As his hon. friend from Marquette had said, two lines of railway were
certainly needed."

That gentleman was not the present member for Marquette,
but the present Judge Ryan. Is there anything to indicate
that my opinions have changed? Is there any portion of
the speech which negatives the idea that I have been in
favor of rendering aid, all necessary aid, to railways in the
North-West. The hon. gentleman nods his head, implying
yes. I challenge him to point out in what respect I held
opinions thon that I do not entertain now, and I will prove
to bim that my opinions now are consistent with my speech
in 1878, and I may say that I will support this measure.
The hon. gentleman again shakes his head. I will read
some extracts from my speech in that year, and I will ask
him to point out any portions of it that are inconsistent
with my position to-day:

tbem doso; but why should they, by legisation ths kind,emWel, if application were mae ttht use fr the eessary
the resources of the country in a way which could never be retrieved." thousand3 of acres for the construction oftbeseroads, hewould beready
Then, Sir, I went on to say :t give al possible aid; but a Bil like this, whieh gave power te pri-Thon>Sirvate speculators te absorb the whole territory, was one of the mout eut-

"Let him state the practical objections te the Bill. He believed that rsgBous measures be bal ever heard core befere Parliamcnt. le was
under this Bill any number of speculators might, by complying with astenishedtbatthe lin Miniterofthe Interior eheuld have dared te
certain requirements, construct from one te twenty railways, thus prepound a scheme of this character, se extreme in ite powers. A
absorbing hundreds of thousande of acres of land. When the Grand greater injustice te the other parts cf the Dominion than the meaare
Trunk Railway Company came, the other day,asking the privilege te con- preposed ne man could cenceive. le was net geing te take up the
nect with several other railwaye, and when the Canada Southern Rail- tue cf tbe liuse very lebg in discussing thie maLter, but he wished ta
way came asking privileges-what did bis hon. friend from Chateauguay caîl the attention of hon. zembers represeutiug the Eautern Provinces
say ? No man guarded the liberties, rights and privileges more than he, of Canada te the increased texation whicliwould be placed upon their
where enormous powers were asked; and when these two railways districts by the prepeeed measure. Whule be approved cf meuey beiug
came before the House, none were more careful of their privileges, or expended for the opeuing up and imprevement of Manitoba, b. was net
more zealous than his hon. friend. He (Mr. Mitchell) was verv much prepared te give up that magnificent country te private indîviduals,
pleased to see the great amount of caution the lon. member exhibited in for party purpeses and for party plunder. He would tellieu. gentle-
endeavoring te prevent the railway companies gettiug the powers for mea on the ailer side cf the liuge tbat wbile le was prepared te en-
general purposes which they sought." tertain any fair sud just daim wbiclimiglt be made, le would net sub-

mit te any sncb seheme ef spoliation in the North-West as that which
The late member for Chateauguay, Mr. Hlolton, said, on was intended. Througlout the wlile Dominion, every scbeme slield
that occasion: e deat witliou its own nerits, and if iL was feuud that thq eue or twe

" Let us give the what absolutely necessary fr the purbyte n. member for Marquette were realy re-
Letus ivethe wht i aboluelynecssay fr te prpOO-quired, lie woiuld lie willinig tliat the lieuse sliould grant a charter for

Whenever they want anything further in the -way of legislation let tle undertakinge, besides giving subsidies in money or land ta secure
them come and ask it, and if it is right we will give i them." them. le would ask lon. gentlemen opposite te consider the proposi-
Now, Sir, the point I make in the matter is this: that while tion he bad jnst made, and then say wlether tley would take upon
he proposed te give this enormous wholesale grant, extend--themeelvsilespensbliy fThi m erowtenti etaek te
ing over the whole territory, giving them ut one fell swoop hadbon. members on the Opposition aide loeked uufaverably upon any
possession of the whole north-westorn country, which we railway conneeticu witb the Americun Repubie; but bou. gentlemen
had bought and paid for with the people's money, I was net opposite ad always been auxiens, net enly te bave railway connectionswihteUnited States, but te maintain business, social and national
opposed, and I never have been opposed, and I am not relations with those ou the other aide cf the hue. Hie hou. friend lad
opposed now, te giving proper and substantial nid te any doue the members of tle Opposition an injustice wleu he made that
necessary railway that it is desired te construct in that state t. If the lon. gentleman would witldraw his Bil, and intro-ducs a special measure, giving powers te the twe roade spoken ef by the
north-western country. The point taken by the late lon. member for Marquette, le would have hie (Mr. Mitchell'.) support.
lamented member for Chateauguay (Mr. Holton) on the liswould aise agree te grant lands outside those lues, but le ebould
occasion te which I refer was this: that if railway compa- certainly endeavor te record bis vote againstîeBilliatroduced by the
niesMinister of the Interir. He (olr. Mitchell) did net want teayde

mie$comete his arlaniet sekiD ni, weshold C11-disrespectul werd regarding the people of the North-West. lieknew
sider every application upon its merits, but net give it seme of the difficulties and bardehipe tley lad endured lu the sottie-
general powers te absorb other railways, which system hemas entcf that country; but tey nust net ferget tlat only a few yearsbuid elapsed smo. tley ewued amy part et that territery at ail, it ias-mg
been the ourse of this country- and we have an illustration previouely been under the administration cf the Hudeon Bay Compans.
of that in the monster corporation, the Grand Trunk Rail.Ibey must net forget tbut the immense territory outaide Manueobavas
way Company. The policy which this House ought te t e heritage cf the people of tle Dominion cf Canada at large. If, on

the otlier baud, tliey locked npon it as the prcperty cf Manitoba alone,
have pursued, the policy which this Government should then donet let them ask ParliamentLte impose laws ou the other Pro-
pursue, is, that whenever applications are made for aid from vinces in order that meney mugît be squanderet iu the construction cf
the publie funds te build a railway, this Parliament Ehould tle so-cahled &orth-Westroute; if tley claumed the whole territory te
consider each individual case on its merits, and deal with it;' necessary improvemaentî, and net sk ilie other portions of the Dominion,
do as you are doing with the oompany under consideration tiret to buy the ouatry, theu to #pend mIlions in lzprovemszts, &49

Mr, MITOHJLL.
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