
1880. COMMONS DEBATES. lit
b. satered against the Goverument. The reason which is twonty. Sucb certainly appeurs te have beon the plicy of
given for this state of the law is, that it prevents vexations the Customs offlcerg ut certain place; and whore they oould
suits against the Crown by persons who would not be ros- net prevent the starting of new importing fums through
pensible in case they lest their suit. I think that purpos the dtgi iupood by Partiamon t, hhey have bon cuabled
would be served by a provision requiriug thete do so by taking advantago ofthoaeprovi8iens put in the
suitor to deposit security in advance. Ilowever, Iaw for the purpose of euforcing e collection of the
am not discussing what powers the Crown ought revenue, and straining ond twisting thom in such a way as
to have in such cases, but I am pointing out powers te weary and haras importers. I"nuay refer to an instance
they have, for the purpose of drawing the inferenco that the whizh bas Won brougbt te my knowlodge within tIit
exorcise of these powers with regard to Customs. ouglht te day or two. A gentleman hailing fron tbi town of St.
be very carefully watched. In case the importer who feels Thomain my ewn county, rocently establisded a buaineu
himself aggrieved, does not take any of those stops, the :s agont for the sale of ad Amorican sal. 11e oonsulted
Customs authorities may retain bis goods, advertise thomthe Customs olUcers ut once as te tho valuation which tho
for sale, and soit them. The Board of Appraisers is a new safes would have te beur whon entod for duty. It wu
engine put in the hands of the Government, to enable them agreed that thcy would onter thm o ifus at the
to control the importations of goods into th is country. t invoic price, whatever it might hc, subieut to
consists, I think, of three gentlemen sitting hore in Ottawa, such appraisemeut as the Ousteras effleers thor1*0nmght put
and, to whom, I suppose, ail doubtful cases are reforred, and upen thoraxIn pursuance ofthim undurslanding, after baving
by whose instructions local appraisers are to be guided. tid sevQral salls, ho ontored one which, as ho toléme,
This is an irresponsible court, to which is given power to was purchasod et wholesalo rates trom tho irin that
decide the value of gooda entered for duty. We have manufacturod it in the State of Ohio, the prie.being 870.
bd, to my recollection, no authoritative report of the Tho question of the value of that safo was luit in aboyauco,
proceedings of tilt court. The simple substance of aill iirtho mentinie, until the Customs offlcer at St. Thomas
have stated is this: that Parliament, in diiding what rate shonld commuiicate with bis saperior. lerecoived instruo.
of duty is teobe payable on certain classes of goods, dous net tion t< add te the Inve of tho invoice 50 por cent. cf that
really say what duty shall be paid. The amount of duty to invoice, tins nuaking the prie ef'thosafe $105. Now, it 80
be paid is fixed by the collector; although iParliament nay luappened, that riond Lad sold tho safo te a porion in
fix the rate, the actual taxation is aettled by that porson Canada fer $100,or $5 luss than the price which tis sapient
whofixesthe amount on which the taxation shali be collected. appraiser said it ought te beur in the wholesale markets ot
Consequently, the taxation on the importations of this the United Statua. My friond thereupon applied te bis
country is practically in the hands of a department-prac- principals for documents te show that the prive at which
tically in the hands of any novice who thirnks his opinion lo bad entered tho safe was net cilyequal te its iighest
of the value of goods is botter than the sworn invoice ofthe wlielusalo price, but equal te the retail prices at which
importer of those gocds. Unaer these circumstances, it la imilarsates had laeood te parties in the UisitdStates;
nocessary that this House, whose spaecial province is taxa- and finding on oming down bure, tial aemethtng furthor
tion,should supervise the exercise of these powers with special xvns equirod, ho haebtained an affidavit frein tic aerotary
zoal. I may be asked how it was that thero was no fault te the manufncturing cempany in question, affirming the
found with regard te the exorcise of these powers while the invoice prive of the safe te be the correct onc,
late Government was in office. I admit that there was nothe cra ut whiei they sold bimilar sales to ail purties,
complaint, and I think the roason is very clear. The whether in or eut of the Unifed Statue, tIatlxey bud ne
operations of th6taw does net depend so much on the w , secnd price, ad ether words te that cflÙct whichi 1iuvd net
of the Statute as on the administration of that law. Ui,îùr borereadindetail. Thecaseis still, t boliove, bee oin-
the late Governiment the theory of administration was, that missioher cf Custom-, but lie gave my friend te understand
trade was something te ho encouraged, and that the onrly fat it ('culdifot vory woll bu settied ut pressent, bevauso
duty of the Customs offic:al was to sec that ie fraud was the appraiserhto bc out cf town, and Jiu did net
committed by importera, and that the revenue legally knew whenalie would bc bauk. Ccrasequwatly, the safe must
collectable on certain goods should bo collectud. Now, lie ir the Custema warolaeusc, at St. Thorameand tho
however, the theory of administration is changed. It is a gentleman who bougbt it muat do witlxut it, and in
principle of our system of government at presient, uncertairity us te the ultimate docisinres>Cting il, until
doclared not only in speech but on the Statute-book, the appruiser ruturns. 1 arnveay familiar wiîb a case
to, discourage the importation of such articles, wbich erented a certain unieunt cf excitement li,
at least, as those manufactured in the cou ntry, Toronto latcly, whore a gentleman, weil known te nyselfe
by means of heavy duties. This theory is not con- imperted a large quanti-y of china mb thîs country l'rth
fined to the legislative part of the Government; it is8purpese ef establishing a whelcsale china store. lic
carried out .in the administrative part also, because it bas brought dais china te Toronto and entored it ut the
led te the pradtice of the departmont of Customs, and the inveice prive. [t happened tixt tic figures on his invoie0

employees of that department, preventing, by th were lump figures, thut this china md 1>cn bought in a lot
technicalities of the law, as well as by the duties and mut ut a certain fixed price fer oaci article, as it wa
imposed, the importation of good into the cosintry. clasa of china whici was net aold rogularly inathe rarket,
It has led to somcthing more than this. The principle of but was gonerally sold in Iota. Tic appraisers in Toronto,
protecting home manufacture3 has been carried a step fur- on opening ticases, were atruck with lie fact that Ibis
ther by the department, as it appéars that it bas attempted china seemed to b auch boîter tian oughte
to protect existing importera against the intrusion of new be sold aI the rice indicaîcd on tic'invoice
importers--rivals in the ame Une of business. I do not Without calling on trxcrimporter fÙr any explanatioa
say that one idea is more unreasonable than the other, cf thia fuct, tiey seiZ dhe wholo conbigrmoent.
because I think they are both contrary to public policy. It cf thirty odd erates, amounting le a consideîable
is certainly in the interest of the public that there sbhould value. Very ahortly after that tre gentleman appoared
be competition in the business of importing as weil as in bfor the authorito.4, and? beîng imformcd liaI tie
the business of manufacturing gocds. No Joas would consignaxent had beeraseizod ln conaequence of Ibis
accrue to the revenue of the country by an increase peculiariîy in tic invee, cffered te explain hovy it had
in the number of importera; the same amount would beooccurred, and offored te make an aSdavit Ihat it wu, ai!
collocted, whetber the geoda wcr brougnt in by one or by correct, and te osatin frene it manufacturera affidavit


