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Totally dependent parent receives $60 pension; $75 to mother and father, 39

Father, if not disabled, is not entitled tc pension, on account of son having been
killed, 39

Hundreds and hundreds of cases where pensions are paid to parents, although son killed
did not assign pay, 40

Pensionable degree of combatant depends not merely on nature of injury or disease,
but on length of service and condition when discharged, 43

Example of type of case where investigators are employed by Pension Board, 49

Investigators used for all “dependent parents” cases, 49

Twenty-two thousand cases of commuted pensions in connection with which between
nine to eleven million dollars is paid in lump sum, 52

Five or six thousand commuted pensions have been restored to pension list, 52

Pensions to dependent brothers and sisters, 81

Cost of living in Canada, 166

Statement of attitude of B.P.C. to review by Auditor-General of awards of Board, 175

Board’s interpretation of “chronically ill,” 190

Discusses Power Memorandum, 229

No prejudice in minds of Board, 229

Greatest weakness at present: improper or absolutely megligible preparation of claim,
229, 232

Some advisers prefer quantity to quality of evidence, 229

Number of examinations per annum, 229

None of applicants seen by Board, 229

No degree of dissatisfaction with assessments, 229

Impossible for present Board to travel, 230

Ultimate decision should be with tribunal which sees applicant, 230

Difficulties ecnfronting local courts, 230

Files should be prepared and retained in Ottawa, 231, 233, 235, 243

Fraction of one per cent protest assessment, 231

Discusses tribunals outside Ottawa, 232

Shows modus operandi re files, 233, 234

Shows cases in which files must be in Ottawa, 233, 234

Explains Central Registry, 234

Federal Appeal Board do not take out files, 235

Number of full-time medical examiners, 235

Whole claim depends on preparation thereof, 236

Fifty per cent of cases decided without intervention of official soldiers’ adviser, 236

Legion applications and appeals well prepared, 237

Offers alternative scheme for pensions tribumals, 251-252

THORSON, MAJOR J. T.,, M.P.: Discusses Power Memorandum, 220

TOPP, COLONEL C. B.: Congestion of work before Board at present time; number of
cases since inception of Board, 209—Number of appeals remaining to be heard; some
inadequately prepared, 300—Number of cases outside jurisdiction; may be dealt with
if grounds of appeal enlarged; better preparation of claims recommended; number of
claims sent back to Appeal Board with new evidence; necessity of examining original
files before making final decision, 301—Number of cases successful on first appeal;
pension awarded in most cases; percentage of appeals allowed on certain number of
hearings; number of cases on which actual judgment given and pension granted, 302
(statement filed)-—Soldiers’ advisers, 303—Records of appeal not within jurisdiction;
provision for greater access to medical service, 304—Files submitted as typical of
applications made with insufficient evidence, 304—Citing contents of files, 305—Exten-
sion of departmental investigation services to assist applicants, 306—Local committee
to check each appeal case; informative correspondence for submission with claim to
Pension Commissicners; fifty per cent of cases inadequately prepared, 306—Ninety per
cent of cases coming before appeal board presented by soldiers’ advisers, 307—Proposals
submitted to committee; independent tribunals recommended; finality of decision
provided for; appeals by leave and by right, 309—Centralization of new machinery at
Ottawa owing to easier access to files, documents, etc.; new information arriving in
interval before case is heard, 310—Files not forwarded from sub-offices; district files;
personal appearance of applicant as fundamental when case is heard; Board of Pensioners
advise right to appeal; assessment appeals, 311; final awards under Imperial system,
312—No final award cases in Canada; many permanent pensions, 313—Constitution of
Federal Appeal Board; statement of cases received, and cases heard by Appeal Board,
314—Number of decisions of Pension Board reversed by Appeal Board, 315

WAKELYN, ARTHUR, The Canadian Legion in Alberta: Question of “Onus of proof,”
what it means; Few cases granted under the “ Meritorious Clause ” in 1929; supports
Colonel LaFléche, 23



