It has been stated that the Commonwealth Air Training Plan will
be abandoned or postponed because of these changes. This is not true.
It will yet be a decisive instrument of victory.

Money and Materials

Of money, I will say no more than that the present appropriation
for war purposes alone is $2,000,000 a day, an amount which will necessarily
e increased as we continue to seek to meet exceptional needs.

War Supply

By the 10th of May, when the “blitzkrieg” began, orders had been
Placed for $225,000,000 worth of equipment, material and munitions for
the Canadian army, navy and air force. The purchases ranged from
‘Clothing and personal equipment to aircraft and ships. Every shipyard
In Canada was working at full capacity. The textile and clothing indus-
tries were also fully occupied. The production of munitions was being
apidly expanded, and aircraft production was rising steadily.
~ The blitzkrieg has created new problems of supply. Plans made
I the early months of the war provided for the production by Canada
Of certain lines of equipment and by Britain of others, each to meet the
Deeds of the other in certain respects. Changed circumstances have made
1t necessary for Canada to produce many things, even at greater cost,
Which it was expected would be supplied by Britain. In some cases it has
Jten necessary to abandon the praectice of using British specifications,
If production is to be carried on speedily enough to meet emergent needs.
The Department of Munitions and Supply is grappling vigorously with
the new problems.

Need for Confidence and Calm

I have told you these things because it is difficult, amid all the news
and distractions of war, for anyone in Canada to obtain a clear picture
at one time of what is being done to meet the situation.

The government is devoting all its energy, and marshalling all resources
meet the threat to our liberty. We need your confidence. We need
€ constructive help of every Canadian. In steadfastness and courage
Ymains the hope of human liberty. Panic, dissension, disunity, are the
Only enemies that can defeat us. All is not dark in the skies above us.
he first series of enemy gains will not end this war, any more than it
®nded other wars in which the British and French peoples have fought
Side by side. The enemy’s tactics, his weapons, his strength are now
Nown. They surprised us. They will not defeat us.
In the light of all that is known of the situation as it is shaping itself
M Europe to-day, I feel I would not be doing my full duty at this time,
I did not speak of other dangers which threaten.
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