
Prime Minister Chrétien in 1996 and 1997. In tum, tens of thousands of Asians - from
China, southeast Asia, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka - immîgrate to Canada and influence
its world outlook.

According to the Department of Foreign Affairs & International Trade, the visits of Team

Canada were designed to expand Canada's economic partnerships, and 'Io increase
participation in Asia Pacific markets by Canadian businesses".

A secondary objective, the Department stated, was "to enhanoe cross cultural

understanding of common concemns". Recently, Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy stated:

"One of the newest areas of focus in our cooperation with Asian partners is on human
security issues... with problems ranging from environmental degradation to illegal drugs,
and from child labour to a global ban on land mines".

It is with this background that a pilot study of Canadians wîth Asian experience was
conoeived and carried out by Peaoefund Canada.
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